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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  Leasone  Learned 

I.  SlOTilflcaiit  Orgiinl^Btlanal  «ivl  Unit  letlTltlwa 

1.  introductloa 

Thla  Operational  Report  Leasone  Learned  oovers  the  period  1  Ma/  1968  through 
31  July  1968.  The  173d  Alzhome  Brigade  has  continued  to  o^uet  operations  alned 
at  locating  and  destroying  Viet  Cong  and  North  Vletnaaese  forces  and  installations. 

As  I  Field  Force's  reserre,  the  Brigade  renalned  ready  to  neat  any  required  nlsslon, 
and  continued  operations  In  the  Brigade's  TAOR  (Tactical  Area  of  Responsibility). 

Its  civic  action  program  continued  to  play  a  key  role  in  the  Brigade's  counterln- 
surgency  efforts. 

To  best  accon^llsh  its  mission,  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  conducted  four 
major  operations  during  the  reporting  period.  Operation  BolUng  II.  which  commenced 
17  September  1967,  continues  to  be  conducted  in  Pbu  Ten  Province  by  the  4th  Battal¬ 
ion,  503d  Infantry  and  D  Company  I6th  Armor.  Operation  inoluding  the  de¬ 

fense  of  Cas^  Radcllff  at  An  Khe  and  the  surrounding  AO,  is  being  conducted  by  the 
1st  Battalion,  503d  Infantry.  Operation  Cochise,  involving  the  2d  Battalion,  503d 
Infantry  and  the  3d  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  (prior  to  its  involvement  in  OperaUon 
McClain  as  an  element  of  Task  Force  South,  as  of  18  June  1968).  Operation  Cochise 
continues  to  center  in  the  Bong  Son  plains  area. 

The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  to  be  xnder  the  leadership  of  Brigadier 
General  Richard  J.  Allen,  idio  assumed  command  of  the  unit  on  20  March  1968. 

A  native  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  General  Allen  joined  the  Amy  as  an  enlisted 
man  in  1940  and  rose  in  rank  to  First  Sergeant.  After  attending  and  graduating 
from  Infantry  OGS  in  1942,  he  served  as  an  officer  with  the  101st  Airborne  Divi¬ 
sion  during  World  War  II  and  participated  in  the  invasion  of  Nonnandy,  the  invasion 
of  Holland,  and  the  battle  of  Bastogne. 

General  Allen's  last  assignment  was  as  assistant  division  connander  of  the 
101st  Airborne  Division.  His  decorations  include  the  Silver  Star,  Legion  of  Merit, 
Bronze  Star,  Combat  Infantiyman's  Badge,  Distinguished  Unit  Citation  with  one  oak 
leaf  cluster,  Amy  Commendation  Medal,  and  Croix  de  Guerre  with  Bronze  Star  (France) . 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Georgia  Military  Aoademy,  the  Iblverslty  of  Maryland, 
Infantry  OCS,  Parachute  School,  Armor  Advanced  Course,  the  Conaand  and  General  Staff 
College,  the  Armed  Forces  Staff  College,  and  the  Air  War  College. 

In  June  1968,  The  Society  of  Militaxy  fogineers  presented  the  Itschner  Award, 
its  annual  award  to  the  "Best  Engineer  Company"  in  the  United  States  Amy,  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  173d  Englneer^V  Compaxy,  173d  Airborne  Brigade. 

The  award  was  presented  at  LZ  Qiglish  by  Brigadier  General  William  T.  Bradley, 
connander  of  the  Engineer  Construction  Agency,  Vietnam.  General  Bradley  stated  that 
the  Englnser  Company,  "in  winning  the  Itschner  Plaque,  has  exceeded  the  records  of 
over  200  engineer  coc^anles  here  in  Vietnam,  and  a  ooeq>arable  nuadxer  of  coinanles 
throughout  the  world." 

The  bronze  Itschner  Plaque  is  named  for  Lieutenant  General  fiMrson  C.  Itsch¬ 
ner,  former  Any  Chief  of  Engineers  and  past  president  of  the  society. 

On  25  June  1968,  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  celebrated  its  fifth  anniversary. 
Organized  from  the  2d  Airborne  Battle  Grovq),  503d  Infantry,  and  activated  on  25 
June  1963  on  Okinawa  as  a  quick-strike  guerrilla-warfare  reaction  force,  the  past 
five  years  have  been  filled  with  liqxressive  victories.  The  Sky  Soldiers  have  trained 
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deployed  Into  ooabat  and  Juned  into  eonbat.  In  doing  so,  the  Sky  Soldiers  hare 
eontoiled  a  proud  reoord  of  FIRSTS  in  tine,  plaoe  and  aooonplishnents  that  oan  he 
held  by  all  with  pridoi 

VRtlle  on  Okinawa,  the  173d  underwent  extensive  airborne,  guerrilla  and 
jtingle  warfare  training,  and  traveled  throughout  the  Aslan  theatre  on  training  mis¬ 
sions  prior  to  deploying  to  the  Republic  of  South  Tietnan.,  It  was  during  this 
period  of  training  that  the  paratroopers  received  the  nioknane  "Sky  Soldiers",  fron 
the  admiring  Nationalist  Chinese  Amy  and  the  population  of  Taiwan. 

On  5  Nay  1965,  C-130's  oarrled  the  Brigade  fron  Okinawa  to  Blen  Boa,  Re¬ 
public  of  South  Vletnan.  They  were  the  first  Anerioan  Amy  oonbat  troops  to  be 
eoanitted  to  the  strife-ridden  country. 

Shortly  after  arriving,  the  paratroopem  becane  the  flmt  Anerlean  unit  to 
fight  in  War  Zone  D,  and  several  operations  later,  the  first  to  move  into  the  Iron 
Triangle.  On  February  22,  1967,  the  Brigade  achieved  still  another  "flmt"  as  the 
first  to  make  an  American  conbat  parachute  assault  since  the  Roman  War.  Spears 
heading  Opemtlon  Junction  City,  the  Brigade  accounted  for  266  enesy  killed  and  the 
destruction  of  a  nost  vital  enemy  propaganda  office. 

However,  it  was  in  November  of  1967  that  many  feel  the  Brigade  had  its  fin¬ 
est  hours.  Near  Dak  To,  in  Vletnan's  Central  Highlands,  the  Sky  Soldlem  nade  re¬ 
peated  heavy  contacts  with  large  NVA  forces  in  a  bitterly  contested,  twenty  day 
period.  On  Thanksgiving  Day,  1967,  the  paratroopers  swamed  to  the  emst  and  ousted 
the  last  NVA  defenders  on  a  mnote  hill  designated  875,  in  one  of  the  nost  brutal 
actions  of  the  Vietnanese  conflict.  The  battle  was  ttet  of  Dak  To. 

Four  Sky  Soldiers  from  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  have  reoelved  the  Medal 
of  Honor  in  Vietnam,  an  outstanding  moord  for  a  sin^e  brigade,  a  snail  fmetion 
of  the  military  strength  in  the  Republlo  of  South  Vietnam. 
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2.  Qrgsnliitifln 

During  the  past  quarter  the  major  organisational  changes  in  the  Brigade 
have  been  the  continued  reorganisation  of  the  Brigade's  Infantry  Battallcns  imder 
TOB/MTOE  7-'!75T  and  the  fomation  of  Battery  D,  3d  Battalion,  319th  Artillery,  un¬ 
der  MTOE  6-2170. 

USARPAC  GO  122,  dated  15  February  1968,  authorised  activation  and  organi¬ 
sation  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade's  Infantry  Battalions  under  TOB/MTOE  7-175T. 
The  date  for  re-organisation  actions  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  oonnanders  con¬ 
cerned  based  upon  the  availability  of  personnel  and  equipaent  resources. 

The  re-organisation  was  acconqillshed  in  two  phases|  Phase  I  comwnoed  on 
2  April  1968. 


1.  Phase  I:  Cospany  D  (Provisional)  in  each  infantry  battalion  was 
in-activated  by  Brigade  General  Order  on  2  April  1968  and  Coapany  D  established 
under  T0i;/MT0E  7-1 75T.  All  personnel  assigned  to  Coapany  D  (Provisional)  were 
reassigned  to  Conpany  D  fron  Headquarters  Coipeny  by  proper  aoming  rsport  entries. 
Subsequently,  property  and  equlpa^  accountability  were  transferred  froa  Head¬ 
quarters  Coiq)any  to  Coqjany  D  and  requisitions  were  submitted  for  equipment  short¬ 
ages.  As  replacements  becaae  available,  the  Adjutant  General  assigned  personnel 
to  each  respective  eoi^iany  until  authorised  strength  levels  %rere  reached. 

2.  Phase  lit  Phase  II  consisted  of  the  organisation  of  Company  B  in 
each  infantry  battalion  on  1  May  1968.  On  15  May  the  Heavy  Mortar  Platoon  was 
transferred  from  Headquarters  Coapany  to  Coapany  B.  The  cadre  for  the  reconnais¬ 
sance  platoon  was  constituted  on  1  June  1968;  thereafter,  replacements  are  assigned 
to  the  platoons  as  they  beeoaa  available.  By  1  August  1968,  all  re-organlsatlon 
authorised  under  TOB/MTOE  7-1 75T  had  been  coi^>leied. 

Battery  D,  3d  Battalion,  319th  Artillery,  was  activated  and  organised  on 
10  May  1968  by  authority  of  dQ.«  USARPAC  GO  #  229  under  MTOE  6-21 7G.  Equipment  re¬ 
quired  and  not  available  was  requisitioned  through  normal  supply  channels.  Person¬ 
nel  required  by  the  formation  of  Battery  D  were  assigned  froa  locally  available  re¬ 
sources,  with  neri  personnel  assigned  as  they  became  available  throu^  replacement 
sources.  By  1  June  1968,  re-organisation  as  authorised  had  been  completed. 


3 


CONFIDENTIAL 


C.  '  1- i  ?£  'TIAL 


AVBE-SC/HHD  15  Auguat  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned 

3.  IntiilU.eeBfin» 

a*  The  eneagr  situations  before  and  during  each  operation  oonducted  by  the 
Brigade  during  this  period  are  broken  doun  as  follows:  Operation  Cnnh<«a/D«n  Slnh^ 
Operation  Bolling/Bin  HOtt  and  OpBCRttfla  WlUtAf. 

(1)  Operation  Cochise 
(a)  SMigy  Sltiatlon* 

J.  Dlapaaltlon:  The  173d  Alrbome  Brigade  relieved  the  3d 
Brigade  4th  Infantiy  Division  and  assumed  ooer&tions  In  AO  Cochise  on  30  March 
1968.  Since  the  end  of  Jimuaxy  1968,  the  Bong  Son  area  of  operations  had  been 
the  site  of  increased  enenQr  activity,  the  eneny  not  fully  controlling  this  area  due 
to  the  presence  of  friendly  troops  and  successful  efforts  of  the  govemnent's  rev¬ 
olutionary  develcpnent  program.  Intelligence  has  reported  the  following  units 
within  the  Bong  Son  area  or  close  enough  to  have  influence  within  the  Cochlae  area 
of  ooeratlons. 


A.  HQ  &  support  units  NT3  NVA  Division 
2d  TC  Regiment 
£.  93d  Bn/2d  VC  Regiment 
j},.  95th  Bn/2d  6C  Regiment 
a,  97th  Bn/21  VC  Regiment 
£.  1 8th  NVA  Regiment 

g.  7th  Bn/'i8Lh  NVA  Regiment 
Ji.  8th  Bn/1 8th  NVA  Regiment 

i.  9th  Bn /1 8th  NVA  Regiment 

j, .  22d  NVA  Regiment 

7th  Bn/22:’  NVA  Regiment 
i.  8th  Bn/22d  NVA  Regimenlr 
ig.  9th  Bn/22Q  NVA  Regiment 
g.  40th  Sapper  Bn 
i.  XCII  MF  Ba 
fi.  300th  Sapoer  Bn 
a»  50th  LP  Ba 

During  May,  the  22d  NVA  Regiment  and  the  2d  VC  Regiment  continued  coordinated 
operations  in  Hoi  An  and  Phu  Districts.  Movement  of  the  18th  NVA  Regiment  from 
Phu  Cat  to  Phu  Ify  District  was  reported,  but  not  confirmed.  Increased  trail  acti¬ 
vity  and  numerous  sightings  of  small  enemy  units  in  the  northern  An  Lao  Valley 
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indicated  the  possible  presence  of  a  new  iineuqr  unit.  This  unit  is  possibly  one 
battalion  of  the  AOIat  KVA  Regiuent  which  has  been  In  contact  with  forcss  of  the 
Amerlcal  DlTlelon  in  southern  Quan  Ngal  Pi’orlnce. 

In  the  nonth  of  Jtme,  the  reported  aovo  of  the  headquarters,  3d  NVA  DlTlslon 
and  eleiaenta  of  the  2d  VC  Reglnent  and  the  22d  NVA  Rsglaent  to  an  area  north  of  AO 
Cochise  on  the  KontuVOuang  Ngal  border  was  eonflmed.  The  18th  NVA  Reglaient  was 
Involved  In  heavy  contact  with  Capitol  Division  (ROK)  forces  in  the  Phu  Cat  Moun. 
tains  in  late  June.  The  XC  11  VC  Battalion  cMiflxsied  operations  in  AO  Cochiss, 
working  generally  out  of  the  Nul  Sul  Han  (Tiger)  Hountains  and  the  Bong  Son  coastal 
plains. 

During  July,  the  najor  NVA  elements  normally  facing  the  Brigade  in  AO  Cochise, 
the  3d  NVA  Division,  the  2d  VC  Regiment  and  22d  NVA  Regiment,  remained  out  of  out 
AO  in  southwestern  Quang  NgcUL  Province.  The  18th  NVA  Regiment  remained  put  of  0(m- 
taet  after  heavy  contact  with  ROK  forces  in  June.  It  is  probably  reorgaidslng  and 
re-equipping  at  this  time.  Although  NVA  Units  in  the  AO  were  generally  inactive, 
there  was  increased  activity  on  the  nart  of  VC  units,  with  a  notable  increase  in 
sniper  incidents  along  ro..dB.  The  XC  II  HP  Bn  continued  operations  in  the  area  to 
the  north  of  the  Nui  Sul  Ham  (Tiger)  Hountains. 


g.  The  enenqr  continues  to  be  vulnerable  to  sustained 
friendly  operations,  atteiq>tlng  to  evade  and  avoid  contact  until  such  time  as  they 
feel  an  Insured  victory  over  allied  forces  can  be  had,  then  striking. 

J}.  The  eneny  continues  to  be  vulnerable  to  air  and 
artillery  retaliation,  aerlel  observation  and  photography,  intendttent  artillery 
firings,  APD  and  Red  Haze  readings. 

£.  The  enen^  continues  to  be  prone  to  hunger  and  per^ 
sonal  illness  through  sustained  living  in  the  jungle  environment. 

4.  Psychological  warfare  will  no  doubt  continue  to 
have  effect  on  emeay  morale  and  effectiveness,  especially  due  to  successful  allied 
operations  in  early  and  middle  Nay. 

i.  Inear  Capabilitigai! 

£.  The  enengr  continues  to  carry  out  snall-sealo  attacks, 
gaining  for  him  a  certain  degree  of  success,  allowing  him  to  cause  friendly  casual¬ 
ties  at  a  minimum  risk  to  his  forces.  He  oan  be  e:q>eoted  to  continue  such  operations. 

The  eneay  oan  be  expected  to  continue  his  interdic¬ 
tion  of  lines  of  coDDunicatlon,  mining  of  primary  and  secondary  routes  of  oomounl- 
cations,  sabotage  opsTatlons  against  pipelines  and  small-scale  attacks  against 
isolated  outposts. 


The  enray  can  be  expected  to  use  extensively  with 
increased  eiq>hasls  sapper  units.  This  quarter  showed  a  marked  increase  in  such 
activities.  Sappers  enjoy  an  elite  status  among  VC/NVA  units,  specialising  in 
spearheading  infantry  operations,  in  e:q>loslves  and  demolitions,  land  and  water 
mine  warfare,  assaslnatlon,  terrorism,  Iddoapplng,  sabotage  and  bridge  destruc- 
tl(m.  Their  primary  mission  is  to  precede  enety  infantry  in  attack,  breaching 
bajd>ed  wire  and  other  obstacles  impeding  the  infantry's  advance. ' 

4.  The  enesiy  oan  be  expected  to  continue  to  employ 
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mortars  and  reoolUess  rifles  against  aircraft,  both  of  the  fixed  and  rotar  Tarlsty, 
as  this  type  of  attack  Involves  little  risk  to  his  forces,  and,  if  successful,  can  . 
cause  considerable  damage  and  cause  aii^rraft  to  be  Inoperable  for  vaiylng  periods. 

Reports  continue  on  the  possibilities  of  the  eneny 
launching  full-scale  attacks  against  convoy  operations.  Isolated  outposts  or  pos¬ 
sibly  Bong  Sun/LZ  Euglish  Itself. 

£.  Likely  targets  for  sapper  unit  activities,  company 
and  battalion  size  attacks  are  Phy  District  Headquarters,  ARVN  installations. 

Bong  Son  bridge,  LZ  English. 

£.  An  Increase  in  VC/NVA  rice-gathering  imlts  and  VC/HVA 
tax  collectors  into  Phy  Tuy,  Phu  Cat  and  Ti^jr  Hoa  Districts  can  be  expected  after 
harvest. 


Propaganda  lectures,  involuntary  drafting  and  kid¬ 
napping  of  fighting-age  elvlliana,  laborers  and  specialists  (doctors  and  nurses), 
continued  infiltration  and  harrasslng  activities,  making  full  use  of  sapper-type 
units,  are  expected  to  continue  in  AO  Cochise. 

Combat  Efficiency:  Successful  combat  operations  con¬ 
ducted  during  the  month  of  May,  which  were  based  on  combat  intelligence,  rendered 
hardships  on  existing  VC/HVA  urdts  (see  Enemy  Order  of  Battle  and  Decisions  and 
Plans  Adapted  with  Reasons  Based  on  Enemy  Situations),  caused  eneqy  units  to  remain 
out  of  further  major  contacts  with  allied  units  for  the  remainder  of  May  and  the 
months  of  June  and  July.  It  is  believed  that  replacements,  with  supplies,  are 
coining  into  Bltih  Dinh  Province,  and  that,  once  i«3  to  combat  strength  and  possessing 
supplies  and  equlpnwnt  neceesa^v'.,  the  er.':>iiy  will  connit  himself  to  large-scale  at¬ 
tacks 


( b)  SAgoi^^t, 

A.  011105  BR773748  A/3/503  engaged  2  NVA  w/SA  fire. 

Results:  Unk. 

]j.  01 01 20  BK965899  LRRP  Tm  "C"  received  3  incoming  gre¬ 
nades,  Results?  1  US  KHA,  4  US  WHA,  er  ^cy  unk, 

3.  021330  BB.365750  2d  Pit  D/2/503  made  contact  with 
3  NVA.  Results:  1  US  WHA,  1  NVA  KIA. 

j|.  021'i21  CHOI  1808  C/l/50  engaged  2  NVA  with  SA  fire. 

Results:  NVa  Kla  (BC). 

e.  021657  CR013808  C/l/50  exigaged  1  NVA.  Resiilts: 

1  KVA  KIA  (BC) . 

021100  BH902859  Convoy  received  SA  and  AW  fire  from 
west  of  road.  Results:  Neg  casualties,  enemy  unk. 

£.  030954  6R931045  B/2/503  engaged  5-7  VC  and  received 
heavy  reslstence  from  BR932048.  Resiilts:  3  US  WHA,  2  VC/HVA  (BC),  2  VC  WIA  (CIA). 

fe.  031355  BS920050  B/2/503  engaged  4^5  VC.  Results: 

1  BC  KIA  (BV) . 
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1.  031550  CR007793  C/1/50  sngsgtd  3  VC.  Results:  3 


VC  KIA. 


i.  041800  BR739747  C/3/503  a  platoon  slsa  stsy  behind 
sabushed  and  engaged  7  VC.  Raaulta:  NegatlTO  firiendly  easualtias,  1  VC  KIA  (BC). 


k* 

25-30  VC  with  SA  and  AU  fir*. 

1. 

VC  KIA  (BC) . 


050445  BS91X51  &  BS913048  B/2/503  aabuabas  engaged 
Results:  8  US  WIA,  13  VC  KIA  (BC). 

050806  BS932059  A/2/503  engaged  1  VC.  Results:  1 


VC  aboard,  engaged. 


1.  050845  BS945050  aircraft  spotted  5  boats  with  wounded 
Results:  11  VC  KIA  (BC). 


n.  051010  BS93X73  A/2/503  engaged  unk  else  force. 

Results:  5  VC  KIA  (BC). 

fi.  051150  BR911044  B/2/503  engaged  1  VC.  Results:  1 

VC  KIA. 


a.  051350  BR  743749  C/3/503  engaged  2  MVA.  Results: 

1  NVA  KIA  (BC) . 

a*  050315  LZ  Ollle  C/l/50  received  small  ground  attack. 
Results:  Negative  friendly  casualties,  eneo^  unk. 

£.  051146  BR912799  A/l/50  made  heavy  contact  with  an 
estimated  2  NVA  Bn'^.  C/150  and  B/^/69  reinforced  as  of  052000,  Results:  6  US 
KHA,  9  US  MIA,  50  US  UHA,  IX  NVA  KIA  (Foss),  5  K113  deatroysd,  lUH-lC  destroyed. 


1.  061049  BRa90825  B/2/503  (OPXN  to  3/503)  made  contact 
with  an  unk  size  force.  Results:  2  US  KHA,  18  US  UHA,  10  NVA  KIA  (BC). 

1.  061451  BR909818  B/3/503  made  ocntact  with  an  esti> 
mated  NVA  platoon.  Results:  1  US  KHA,  4  US  WHA,  4  NVA  KIA. 


a*  060740  BR925806  B/l  /50  sweep  of  contact  area.  Re¬ 
sults:  18  NVA  KIA  (BC) . 

2.  071 IX  BR846885  LRRP  Tm  "R"  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  VC  platoon.  Resid-ts:  2  US  KHA,  2  US  WHA. 

2.  081452  BR877797  A/2/503  platoon  engaged  3  VC.  Re¬ 
sults:  IVCKIA(BC). 

i.  091X5  BR903793  B/3/503  engaged  3  NVA.  Results: 

1  NVA  KIA  (BC). 

X.  101145  BR902783  B/3/503  made  contact  with  an  asU- 
mated  VC/NVA  platoon.  Results:  2  US  KHA,  4  US  WHA,  10  NVA  KIA  (BC). 

£.  111344  BR874735  C/1/50  made  contact  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  NVA  Bn.  Results:  3  US  KIA,  33  US  VOA,  X  NVA  KHA. 

A*  mix  BR865932  84th  Engineer  convoy  received  fire 
from  west  of  road.  Results:  Negative  casualties. 
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g.  121220  BR862738  C/2/503  sncagwl  6  VC/BVA.  Rssultst 

1  VC/BVA  KIA  (BC). 

£.  130352  BR868752  D/3/503  aagsged  3  VC/BVA.  Rssultsi 
NagstlTS  friendly  OMUsltlas,  1  VC  KIA. 

£.  201200  BR878840  D/2/503  angsgsd  3  VC.  Rssultst  2 

VC  KIA  (BC). 

S.  221640  BR847887  B/2/503  asde  ooDtset  with  an  ssU- 
astsd  6  VC.  Rssultst  2  US  UHA,  unk  ensny  esausltiss. 

£.  230255  BR852868  C/3/503  rseslTsd  30  rounds  60ni  and 
82100.  Results!  1  US  KHA,  6  US  WHA. 

231515  BR947953  LRRP  To  "B"  oads  eontaot  with  and 
estimated  2  KVA  squads.  Results!  Unk* 

U.  241210  BR823917  Z/M  received  heavy  AK-47  fire  from 
both  sides  of  the  road.  Results!  1  US  KHA,  eneny  unk. 

£.  251110  BR883720  C/l/'iO  made  oontaot  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  conqiany.  2  US  KHA,  18  US  WHA,  33  KVA  KIA  (BC) . 

I,  310508  BS925054  B/2/503  anbush  made  oontaot  with 
an  estimated  16  VC.  Results!  7  US  WHA,  2  VC  KIA  (BC). 

June! 

jl.  010020  BS932036  A/2/503  reoeived  SA  fire  and  five 
bOimn  nectar  rounds  from  the  northwest.  Results!  1  US  WHA. 

i.  010094  BS932027  A/2/503  engaged  6  VC/I^VA  wearing 
khaki  uniforms.  Results:  1  VC/NVA  KHA  and  one  ^U1  CIA. 

c.  011400  BS909039  0/2/503  engaged  one  individual  with 
3A  fire.  Results!  1  VC/^A  KHA  (BC) 

iJ.  011920  BS855168  D/3/503  made  oontaot  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  VC  platoon,  received  SA  AW  and  60MM  mortar  fire.  Results:  Unk. 

a.  021945  BS863140  D/3/503  received  SA  and  14.79  rounds 
from  the  northeast.  Results:  1  US  KIA. 

X<  031545  BR954B55  reoon  element  from  1/50  made  contact 
with  an  unk  size  force.  Arty  ccdled  with  unk  results. 

£.  051630  BS879131  A/2/503  made  oontact  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  con^any  size  element.  Arty  called.  Negative  US  oasualties,  eneny  unk. 

060235  BS859010  Recon  element  from  E/2/503  ambush 
engaged  an  unk  size  force  with  SA.  Resiilts:  3  VC/KVA  KIA  (BC). 

X.  0708/5  BR795698  E/i7  Cav  made  oontaot  with  an  unk 
size  force.  They  received  SA,  AW  and  mortar  fire  (type  unk),  from  the  east.  Fire 
was  returned  with  Si  sad  M-79  rounds.  Arty  was  called.  Results:  1  US  KHA,  1  US  WHA. 
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i.  070910  BR797960  E/17  Car  engaged  7  armed  VC/TiVA 
vrlth  SA,  AW  and  arty  fire.  Airatrtkea  were  called  in.  A  aearoh  of  the  area  re» 
wealed  many  blood  tralla  leading  to  the  aouthweat.  There  were  negatlwe  US  oaaual- 
tiea  and  vnk  exMiy  reaulta. 

J(.  090910  BR805911  A/2/503  reoelTed  haawy  SA  fire  from 
an  eatimated  VC  aquad.  Reaulta  i  2  OS  WBA. 

1.  101810  BR778930  C/2/503  engaged  2  NVA  with  SA  and 
M-79  fire.  Reaultat  1  NVA  VIA  (CIA)  and  c»a  AK-47  CIA. 

I.  111315  Bti736962  LRRP  Tm  "B”  made  contact  with  4 
VC/NVA.  Reaulta:  1  7G/SVk  KIA,  1  ruokaaok  CIA. 

a.  121657  BR786909  V2/503  made  contact  with  4  VC/NVA. 
Reaultat  3  OS  WHA,  1  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC), 

fi.  131127  BR794970  0/2/503  had  4  OS  KIA  and  12  WHA 
from  2  ooatand  detonated  olaynore  ipidea  while  clearing  a  LZ. 

B.  161914  BR998802  C/1/69  made  eontaot  with  an  eati¬ 
mated  VC/NVA  platoon,  enemy  employed  SA,  AU  and  82iaB  mortars.  Negative  results. 

g.  220005  CR003812  B/1/50  engaged  one  individual  with 
mortar  fire.  Reaulta:  1  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC), 

1.  231915  BS725083  C/2/503  engaged  2  VC/NVA  with  SA. 
Results:  1  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC),  one  AK-47  CIA. 

240355  BS862010  Reoon  element  firom  2/503  ambush 
engaged  6  indlTiduala  with  claymores  and  SA.  Reaulta:  4  VC^TVA  KIA  (BC). 

t.  250545  BR982792  A/l/50  engaged  3  VC/NVA  with  SA  fire. 
Results:  1  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC). 

2.  July: 

g.  011128  BS726174  B/2/503  reoelved  3A  fire  and  engaged 
the  enemy  with  arty,  SA,  AW  and  gunshlpa  with  unk  results.  Negatlwa  OS  oaaualtibs. 

020005  BS730106  A/2/503  received  6  rifle  grenades 
and  retuTued  fire  with  N-79  rounds  and  arty  with  mdetermined  results.  Negative 
OS  casualties. 

£.  020850  BS880015  Perimeter  defense  received  SA  fire 
from  4  individuals  cm  the  west  side  of  LZ  English.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA  and 
dusters.  The  enesy  fled  north  to  a  hill  vio  BS892024.  Gunships  pursued  with  imk 
results. 

d.  020910  BR776676  LRRP  Tk  "E"  made  eontact  with  3  in¬ 
dividuals  azmed  with  HQ's.  The  enemy  threw  hand  grenades  and  the  team  returned 
fire  with  SA,  AU,  HQ's  and  1  olaynore  lalne.  Results:  1  VC/NVA  KIA  and  1  rucksack 
CIA. 

e.  021015  BK776677  LRRP  Tm  "E"  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  4  individuals  armed  with  SA.  The  team  eig>loyed  SA,  AU,  and  HQ's.  Re¬ 
sults:  1  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC) 
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X*  021120  BR242493  B/l/69  engaged  an  unk  size  eneniy 
force  firing  on  pun^  station  #3«  The  station  reeelTed  SA  fire  and  15  rounds  60Bin 
mortar  from  the  south.  Results:  2  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC). 

g,  040914  LZ  English  perimeter  defense  reported  bunkers 
31  y  32,  33  and  36  reeelTed  6  to  8  rounds  of  AU  fire.  Fire  was  letumed  with  SA  and 
e.  patrol  was  sent  to  search  the  area  with  negative  results. 

042200  LZ  &igllsh  perimeter  defense  reported  bimkers 
31,  32,  33  and  34  received  SA  fire.  Fire  was  returned  with  unk  results. 

X.  041220  BR894718  elements  of  1/69  observed  2  Individ- 
‘.'sls  in  a  hedgerow  with  weapons,  ^he  individuals  fled  and  were  pursued.  Results: 

1  BC  PW  and  1  M-1  rifle  CIA. 

i.  051945  LZ  English  perimeter  defense  reported  bunker 
31  was  receiving  approximately  100  to  150  rounds  of  AW.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA 
and  M-79  with  unk  results. 

k.  051300  BR918858  ^A/69  received  fire  from  SA  and  AW's. 
Arty  was  fired  on  the  suspected  enemy  locations  and  the  area  searched  with  negative 
results. 

l.  050955  BR28U53  B/l/69  received  light  SA  fire.  Fire 
was  returned  with  unk  results. 

m.  070815  BS883055  Recon  element  from  2/503  received 
approximately  150  rounds  of  SA  fire  from  2  Individuals  5000  meters  north  of  their 
position.  SA  fire  was  returned  and  the  area  was  checked  out  with  negative  results. 

fl.  071730  BS727224  A/2/503  received  SA  fire  and  rifle 
grenades  (type  unk)  resulting  In  I  US  WHA.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA,  AW,  and  by 
gunahlps  with  unk  results.  Individual  WHA  did  not  require  dust  off. 

2.  070745  BR829719  C/l/69  supported  a  CSF  contact  with 
unk  size  enemy  force  with  unk  results. 

fi.  08061 5  BR897725  elements  of  1/69  engaged  3  VC/NVA 
with  SA  fire.  Results:  2  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC)  and  1  VC/NVA  WIA,  one  H-1  carbine  and 
5  lbs  of  documents  CIA. 

fl.  081345  BR877842  LRRP  Tm  "G"  sighted  9  individuals 
with  weapons  moving  east.  Gunshlps  were  employed.  Results:  3  VC/NVA  KIA  (Foss). 

X.  110002  3R891992  A/2/503  received  SA  fire  and  HG's 
resulting  in  6  US  WHA  and  1  US  KHA.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA  and  arty  with  unk 
casxialties. 

2,  111048  BS711179  0/2/503  received  AW  fire  from  an 
unk  size  force.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA  and  arty.  The  area  was  searched  with 
negative  results. 

1.  111517  BH904997  A/2/503  received  10  rounds  of  SA 
from  BR905003.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA  and  arty  with  negative  results. 

2.  112000  LZ  English  perimeter  defense  reported  b\mker 
33  received  light  SA  fire  from  approximately  150  meters  to  their  front.  Fire  was 
ntumed  with  SA  and  illumination  was  fired  with  negative  results. 
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2*  120621  BR900982  A/2/503  obserred  a  house  on  fire  and 
heard  several  SA  rounds  explode.  Unit  noved  in  to  investigate  and  received  SA  fire 
resulting  in  1  US  WHA.  Unit  returned  3A  fire  and  called  arty  on  the  eneay  location 
with  unk  results. 


2.  121550  BR904035  A/2/503  received  5  rounds  of  SA. 
Fire  wns  returned  with  SA  with  negative  results. 

2.  121615  BS870157  B/2/503  received  AW  fire  from  an 
estimated  individuals.  Fire  wi.s  returned  with  SA  and  the  area  was  searched  with 
negative  results. 


2.  121700  BH937868  A/l/  50  in  contact  with  unk  size 

enemy  force  resulting  in  2  US  WHA.  Dustoff  was  called  and  received  fire  flrom 
BR932849  resulting  in  tlM  pilot  receiving  1  hit  in  the  foot.  There  was  negative 
damage  to  the  aircraft. 


2.  121800  BR935876  A/l/50  received  M-79  fire  and  engaged 
the  eneB7  with  8lmm  mortar  fire  with  unk  results. 

A*  121550  BR8O6624  LRRP  Tn  "E"  made  contact  with  7 
NVA  resulting  in  1  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC).  The  contact  broke  and  NVA  fled  in  several 
directions.  The  NVA  were  dressed  in  tan  khaki  uniforms,  pith  helmets,  and  carried 
rucksacks,  I£E  and  AK-47's. 


g.  121750  BR811692  LRRP  Tm  "D"  was  in  contact  with  an 
estimated  15  VG/tNk  and  employed  "A  fire,  1  claymore  and  15  M-26  Hi's.  The  enesQr 
used  AK-47  and  AK-50  fire  and  2  Hi's.  Gunships  were  called  and  a  reactionary  force 
conmtted  support  the  contact.  Rssxdts:  1  US  WHA,  4  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC),  6  VC/NVA 
KIA  (Poss),  and  1  AK>47,  10  lbs  miscellaneous  equipment  and  lb  of  ^cuments  CIA. 

C.  120755  BR  273463  Vl/69  received  SA  fire  from  an  unk 
size  force.  Fire  was  returned  wf.th  SA  with  negative  results. 

fi.  132016  BR920720  Scout  element  1/50  engaged  5  VC  in 
a  rice  field  with  SA  fire.  Results:  1  VC  KIA  (Poss) . 

E.  131540  BR844826  element  of  E/l7  was  Inserted  for 
6DA.  The  element  engaged  1  VC/RVA  with  SA  resulting  in  1  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC)  and 
lbs  documents  CIA. 

£.  141432  BS862224  B/2/503  received  5  rounds  SA  fire 
from  the  south.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA  and  the  area  searched  with  negative  re- 
s\ilts. 


G.  142035  LZ  English  perimeter  defense  reported  bunkers 
1,  2,  3  received  SA  fire  from  the  south.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA  and  M-60  MG's 
with  unknown  results. 


]{.  142130  LZ  English  perimeter  defense  reported  bunkers 

1  and  5  received  SA  fire  and  M-79  rounds.  Searchlights  revealed  1  individual  approx¬ 
imately  100  meters  to  the  front  of  the  perimeter.  SA  and  M-60  MG  fire  was  employed 
with  negative  results. 


I.  141918  BR911864  B/l/69  observed  5  VC  installing  a 
mine  and  engaged  them  with  SA  fire.  Individual  fled  and  tvpproxiaately  20  VC  ap¬ 
peared  and  returned  fire  with  SA  and  AW.  The  tanks  rcturred  fire  and  the  contact 
broke  at  1925  hours  with  \mk  enemy  results. 
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142200  LZ  English  perimeter  defense  reported  bunker 
3  received  )U79  roimds  and  SA  fire  resulting  in  1  US  KHA.  Fire  was  returned  with 
negative  results. 


150841  8S865158  B/2/503  received  SA  fire  and  M-79 
rounds  resulting  in  2  US  WHA.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA,  AS  and  arty  fire.  The 
area  was  search^  with  negative  results. 

151610  6S705200  C/2/503  received  light  SA  fire  from 
the  west  vicinity  BR695208,  Fire  was  returned  with  SA  and  the  area  searched  with 
negative  results. 

M.  151700  BS858155  B/2/503  received  SA  and  M-79  fire 
resulting  in  1  US  vniA.  Fire  was  retunved  with  SA  fire  and  area  searched  with 
negative  results. 

N.  150911  BR955843  A/l/50  received  light  SA  fire  from 
an  estimated  4  individuals.  Fire  was  returned  vdth  SA  and  AW  fire  and  the  anenor 
fled  southwest.  The  area  was  searched  with  negative  results. 

O.  151920  BS862016  E/17  reported  an  ambush  element 
moving  into  position  received  approximately  15  rotnds  SA  fire  and  1  M-79  round. 

Fire  was  retiimed  with  SA,-  AW  and  arty  with  u^  results. 

£.  170945  BS722212  B/2/503  received  light  SA  fire  from 
1  indlvldtial.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA  and  arty  fire  with  negative  resxilts. 

a.  171145  BR795983  MSF  Co  201  engaged  1  VC/NVA  squad 
with  SA  fire  resulting  in  2  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC)  and  2  carbones  (US)  CIA.  The  individ¬ 
uals  were  dressed  in  green  khaki  uniforms  and  broke  contact  fleeing  sotith.  There 
was  1  rucksack  containing  3  lbs  documents,  1  flare,  and  an  electrical  device  (pess 
radio  transmitter). 

R.  172057  BS862011  Recon  2/503  made  contact  with  3  VC 
armed  with  AK-47  and  HG's.  Fire  was  exchanged  resulting  in  1  US  WHA,  slight. 

Enemy  casualties  were  \Aik  and  eneny  fled  east  leaving  a  heavy  bloodtrall. 

S.  171052  BH930838  A/I/50  made  contact  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  VC  squad  sized  force  using  SA'a  and  M-79'8.  Ikiit  retiumed  fire  with  SA,  AW 
and  arty.  The  contact  broke  at  1200  hoturs  with  the  enemy  dispersing  in  several 
directions.  The  area  was  searched  with  negative  results. 

T.  172150  BR946854  Scout  Section  1/50  engaged  an  unk 
size  enemy  force  with  SA  fire  and  claymore  with  unk  results. 

U.  181910  BR872964  E/l7  reported  receiving  light  SA 
fire  from  west  side  of  river.  Element  returned  fire  with  SA  and  AW  with  unk  results. 

V.  181330  BS621163  LRRP  Tm  "D"  made  contact  with  3  VC/NVA 
armed  with  SA.  Fire  was  exchanged  with  SA  and  AW  resulting  in  1  US  WHA.  E/17  Cav 
reinforced  the  contact  and  the  enemy  fled  the  area.  The  area  was  searched  with  neg¬ 
ative  results. 

W.  190815  BS722208  B/2/503  received  approximately  30 
romds  of  SA  from  an  estimated  2  VC/^A.  The  fire  was  returned  ^th  SA,  AW  and  arty. 
The  area  was  searched  with  negative  results  and  negative  US  casualties. 
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jC.  201330  BR581962  )6P  Co  221  engaged  an  estimated  VC 
squad  with  SA  fire  resulting  in  1  VC  KIA  (BC),  1  AX-47  and  3  rucksacks  with  rice 
CIA.  The  eoBg>sn7  reported  2  friendly  UIA  by  punji  stakes. 

2.  211123  BR724961  LRRP  Ta  "A*  was  in  contact  with  an 
estimated  20  VC  and  requested  gunships  and  a  reaction  force.  Gunships  and  airstrikes 
were  eI^>loyed  on  the  enengr  position  snd  E/17  Caw  reaction  force  was  committed.  A 
search  of  the  area  was  conducted  by  LRRP  Tm  "A**  and  E/17  resulting  in  1  VC  KIA  (BC), 

6  VC  KIA  (Poss)y  and  3  rucksacks  containing  clothing  and  do<niment8  CIA. 

Z.  221140  BR806630  LRRP  Tm  ”E"  pursue^  1  indiTid\ial  and 
made  contact  with  unk  size  force,  (^ships  and  arty  were  employed  and  E/l7  Car 
reaction  force  was  inserted.  There  were  negative  US  camualties. 

aa.  221545  PSB  Natalie  LRRP  TM  13  was  inserted  and  made 
contact  with  unk  size  Ane^y  force  resulting  in  1  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  1  VC  WIA  who 
evaded  the  area.  The  KIA  had  1  pouch,  a  k^fe,  and  1  can  of  lube  oil. 

230710  BS760030  MSF  209  reported  an  ambush  engaged 
an  \mk  size  VC  force  resulting  In  3  VC  KIA  (BC),  3  rucksacks,  unk  amount  of  docuf 
Bents,  3  pith  helmets,  assorted  clothing,  and  rice  bags  with  "Donated  by  the 
Friendly  People  of  the  US"  written  on  them  CIA. 

cc.  241838  BS670010  2/503  reported  FSB  received  approx¬ 
imately  6  rounds  or  SA  fire  from  3  individuals  and  fire  was  rettuned  with  SA  with 
negative  results. 

jii.  251128  BS851189  B/2/503  received  4  H.79  rounds  and 
several  rounds  of  SA  fire  from  150  meters  to  the  south  resiUting  in  3  US  WHA. 

Fire  was  retumd  with  negative  results. 

SR.  270330  BR814598  C/1/50  reported  receiving  12-15 
rounds  of  B-40  rockets  and  a  heavy  volume  of  SA/AV  fire  from  the  north.  Fire  was 
returned  id.th  organic  weapons  and  arty  and  the  contact  broke  at  0940.  Results: 

4  US  WHA  and  1  APC  moderately  damaged. 

21,  281508  BR820894  D/2/503  received  SA  fire  from  4-5 
individuals  in  a  house.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA,  AW  and  arty.  The  contact  broke 
at  1525  hours  and  the  area  was  searched  with  negative  results. 

g£.  282030  BS670010  D/2/503  reported  2  US  WHA  from  3-4 
HQ's  thrown  from  the  southeast.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA  and  H-79  with  unk  results. 

Jit}.  280210  BR8I4599  1/50  reported  FSB  Catskill  received 
6-8  mortar  rounds  and  SA  fire  from  the  west.  Counter  mortar  was  returned  with 
arty  with  tsde  results.  There  were  3  US  WHA  as  a  resiQt  of  this  contact. 

22.  280805  BR908865  B/l/69  received  approximately  75 
rounds  of  SA  fire  from  an  unk  size  eneny  force.  Fire  was  returned  with  50  Cal  MG 
and  H-79  fire.  The  area  was  searched  with  negative  results 

il.  290740  ^6F  209  in  contact  with  estimated  4  VC  and 
enployed  SA  and  AW  fire  resulting  in  1  VC  CIA  and  2  VC  WIA  (poss).  Element  pur¬ 
sued  blood  trails  leading  to  the  east. 

]&.  291805  BR903946  LRRP  Tm  ”E"  observed  7  aimed  VC  15-20 
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Mten  from  tbe  Teaa'i  position  at  Ooord  BR  901947  and  8  individuals  at  BR900950. 
The  tesis  atteiqpted  to  evade  the  area  for  egtraetion  end  drew  fire  at  1815  hours. 

The  tean  aoved  to  the  valley  flooi*  end  the  oontaot  broke  at  1820  hours. 

il*  301230  A/2/503  siade  oontaot  with  en  estijeeted  4 
individuals.  SA  fire  was  exohenged  and  arty  oelled  on  the  eneny  looation  at 
BR62006O.  Xlenant  seerohed  the  area  with  negative  reeults.  There  was  1  US  KHA 
and  1  US  WRA  as  a  result  of  the  oontaot. 

OB.  311050  BR787945  Co  209  made  oontaot  with  a  VC 
squad  axned  with  RFO,  SA,  and  AU'a.  Fire  was  retuzned  with  SA  and  AW  with  gunships 
si9porting.  Results  1  1  16F  WHA,  1  VC  KIA  (BC) 

BB.  311227  BS580972  MSF  221  made  oontaot  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  NVA  platoon  at  1040  houn.  Theeneny  force  attacked  an  ambush  site  of  the 
Company  with  SA  and  AW.  The  ambush  site  was  reinforoed  and  retuned  MB,  AW  and  SA 
fire  nsulting  in  2  NVA  KIA  (BC),  1  AK-47,  1  ruokeaok,  and  misoeUaneous  I£B  CIA. 
The  eneny  broke  oontaot  at  1100  hours  fleeing  west. 

(0)  Bneimr  Disposi^ont 

Ml  EST  STRENGTH  PROBABLE  lOCATION 


m 

JULY 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

NT3  NVA  Division 

5640 

5000 

4950 

BR762668 

SE  Quang  Ngal 

BS2552 

2d  VC  Regt 

950 

950 

900 

BR7971 

SE  Quang  Ngal 

BS3859 

93d  Bn/2d  VC  Regt 

200 

100 

100 

BH9670 

BR9670 

SW  Quang  Ngai 

95th  Bn/2d  VC  Regt 

230 

100 

100 

BR3586 

SE  Quang  Ngal 

SW  Quang  Ngal 

97th  Bn/2d  VC  Regt 

140 

150 

150 

BR8776 

BR8476 

SV  Quang  Ngal 

18th  NVA  Regt 

750 

500 

540 

CR0353 

CR0452 

CR0753 

7th  Bn/I8th  NVA  Regt 

175 

100 

100 

BR9639 

BR9640 

CR0945 

8th  Bn/I8th  NVA  Regt 

100 

100 

100 

BR9853 

CR0933 

CROO54 

9th  Bn/I8th  NVA  Regt 

185 

150 

160 

CR0437 

BR7564 

CR0045 

22d  NVA  Regt 

1050 

1000 

1065 

BR732953 

SB  Quang  Ngai 

SW  Quang  Ngai 

7th  Bn/22d  NVA  Regt 

215 

185 

185 

BR86ie08 

BR  8686 

SW  Quang  Ngai 

8th  Bn/22d  NVA  Regt 

230 

300 

200 

BH7589 

BR7393 

SW  Quang  Ngai 

9th  Bn/22d  NVA  Regt 

285 

200 

300 

BR8688 

SE  Quang  Ngal 

SW  Quang  Ngal 

40th  3iq)per  Bn 

200 

200 

120 

BR8362 

BR9468/8665 

BB9065 

XCII  MF  Bn 

UNX 

190 

190 

UNK 

BS9301 

BS9301 

300th  Sapper  Bn 

UNX 

220 

210 

UNK 

BR7762 

BR7762 

50th  U  Bn 

UNK 

UNK 

150 

UNK 

UNX 

CR1133 

14 


CONFIDENTIAL 


COllFiDE[‘iTiAL 


AVBC^C/MHD  15  August  1968 

SUBJECT  t  Operational  Report  Lasaona  Learned 

(2)  Qnarattm  BaUIm  ll 

(a)  Enapy  Situation t 

1*  Diapoaitiont  Since  the  allied  rietoxy  in  the  BATTLE  OF 
Ttry  HQA  MOUTH  (30  and  31  Janua^  19^1,  the  Bolling  area  has  raaalned  a  relatlTsly 
secure  area  of  operation.  The  eneiqr  does  not  fully  control  the  area  around  TUX  HOA 
City  due  to  the  presence  of  allied  troops  plus  an  aggraaslTS  rsTolutlonary  davolop- 
nent  prograa  ^oh  has  raduead  the  hold  by  the  enesy  on  the  population.  Intelli¬ 
gence  has  reported  the  following  units  within  the  TUY  HOA  area  or  close  enough  to 
hare  influence  within  the  Bolling  area  or  operations t 

A.  HQ,  Sth  NVA  Division 

95th  NVA  Regiment 

£.  4th  Bn/95th  NVA  RegUsnt 

d.  5th  Bn/95th  NVA  Reglasnt 

±.  6th  Bn/95th  NVA  Regiment 

X.  30th  MT  Battalion 

f .  85th  MP  Battalion 

d.  UK-?  LF  Co^sany 

X.  IK-9  LF  Company 

The  95th  NVA  Regiment  withdrew  to  the  Junglss  west  of  TOT  HOA  City  after  suf¬ 
fering  heavy  casualties  at  the  hands  of  ROK  and  ARVN  forces  in  April,  1968.  This 
Regiment  continued  to  operate  in  this  area  during  the  months  of  May,  June  and-  July, 
appearing  to  be  avoiding  contact  in  order  to  reorganise  their  forces.  During  July, 
indications  were  received  that  the  95th  NVA  Regiment  may  have  left  one  battalion  as 
a  stay  behind  force  and  moved  west  in  order  to  pick  up  new  replacements  and  supplies. 

2.  Peculiarities  and  Weaknesses  t 

A.  The  eneiqr  supply  system  flows  from  west  to  east,  and 
can  bast  be  interdicted  on  the  westeni  edge  of  PHU  YEN  Province.  The  enemy's  logis¬ 
tics  system  is  currently  operating  at  a  marginal  level,  thus  the  indications  of  a 
move  by  the  95th  NVA  Raglmmt  to  the  west.  The  major  weakness  of  the  enemy  has 
been  his  inability  to  sustain  contact  due  to  their  marginal  logistics  system. 

d.  The  success  of  US,  ARVN  and  ROK  operations  from  Jan¬ 
uary  through  April  makes  the  VC/NVA  vulnerable  to  phychologloal  warfare,  especially 
as  the  enemy  continues  to  be  prone  to  hunger  and  personal  illness  through  both  sus¬ 
tained  living  in  the  Jungle  environment  and  a  marginal  logistics  system. 

£.  The  enemy  continues  to  be  vulnerable  to  air  and 
artillery  retaliation,  aerial  observation  and  photography,  intermittent  artillery 
firing,  APD  and  Red  Hase  readings. 

!•  Embt  CAPtblllttfi* 

A.  The  enemy  can  be  expected  to  continue  harassment. 
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terrorist  and  base  cai^)  and  installation  infiltration,  aaklng  full  use  of  sapperw 
type  unit. 

The  ene^y  will  continue  to  rebuild  their  unite 
through  infiltration,  involuntary  conscription,  native  recrultaent  and  kidnapping 
of  civilians  of  fighting  age,  coanon  laborers  and  specialists  (doctors  and  nurses). 

£•  The  enesy  can  be  expected  to  atteiqpt  company  or  pez^ 
haps  one  battallon-sised  attacks,  reinforced  by  local  forees,  on  veakly^defended 
distrlot  headquarters  and  out-posts,  as  a  victory  for  propaganda  Beans. 

d.  The  enei^  can  be  expected  to  continue  interdiction 
of  coanunication  lines,  aining  of  priaazy  and  secondary  routos  of  travel,  sabotage 
operations  and  SBall-scale  operations  against  such  targets  as  the  bridge  at  GQ201351, 
as  this  is  the  priaary  crossing  across  the  SONG  BA  River  at  TUY  HOA  City. 

A.  In  line  with  a  country-wide  emphasis,  the  eneiqr  can 
be  expected  to  employ  sapper-type  units,  their  priaary  alsslon  continuing  to  be  in¬ 
filtration  of  TUY  HOA  Air  Force  Base,  with  the  aission  of  destroying  allied  a.lr^ 
planes,  helicopters  and  equipaent. 

X*  It  is  expected  that  VC/NVA  tax  collecting  and  rice- 
gathering  units  will  be  increased  in  the  TOY  HOA  area  of  operations  with  the  coa- 
Ing  rice  harvest. 


£.  Coabat  Efficlenoyt  The  suspected  withdrawal  of 
elenentc  of  the  95th  NVA  Reglaent  to  the  vest  suggests  that  no  large-scale  aulti- 
battallon  attacks  are  probable  in  the  near  future,  or  unti?.  replaeeaents  have  been 
obtained  and  a  more  effloient  logistical-chain  has  been  established.  Eflqihasis  will, 
in  all  probability,  rely  on  Sapper-type  units  to  conduct  aissions  for  ther  purpose 
of  destroying  or  damaging  allied  airplanes,  helicopters  and;  equipaent  at  TOY  HOA  Air 
Force  Base.  This  type  attack  can  also  cone  in  the  fora  of  aortars  and  reooilless 
rifle  fire,  as  this  type  causes  considerable  damage  to  vital  equipment  and  eaploys 
a  alnlmUB  of  enemy  forces  to  carry  out  the  operation; 

(b)  SlgalflGint  CoaUstat 

1. 

A.  021005  CQ006496  C/4/503  squad  sise  aabush  engaged  an 
unk  enemy  size  force.  Results:  7  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC). 

021310  CQ005498  C/4/503  squad  sise  eleaent  engaged 

2  VC.  Results:  1  VC  KIA  (BC). 

2,  041030  CQ022342  B/4/503  engaged  1  VC;  Results: 

1  VC  KIA  (BC). 

d.  131430  BQ967555  B/4/503  engaged  2  NVA.  Results: 

2  NVA  KIA  (BC).  . 

1.  151230  BQ933i44  B/4/503  engaged  6  VC.  >  Results:  1 

VC  KIA  (BC),  1  VC  FV. 

X*  151415  CQ014084  LRRP  TW  15  aade  contact  with  an  estl- 
aated  VC  squad.  Results:  1  VC  KIA  (BC). 
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June! 

1.  011645  BQ870602  B/4/503  engaced  4  NVA  with  SA  fire. 
Reaultat  1  NVA  KIA  (BC),  1  SKS  rifle  CIA*. 

012300  CQ007415  LRRP  Tie  15  engaged  2  VC/NVA  with  SA 
fire.  Reiultat  2  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC). 

£.  121445  CQ015445  LRRP  Te  14  eede  eontaet  with  an  estl- 

■ated  3  VC/NVA  with  SA.  Reaultat  1  VC/NVA  KIA,  1  ruekaaok  CIA. 

d.  100843  BQ939757  D/16  Arw>r  had  a  APC  hit  a  alne.  Re- 

aultat  6  US  WHA. 

1.  301630  BQ908533  B/4/503  aade  contact  with  an  eaU- 
■atad  3  VC  arMd  with  SA.  Reaulta:  2  NVA  KIA  (BC),  1  H-2  Carbine  CIA. 

1.  July! 

A.  021300  BQ938857  A/4/503  engaged  1  VC^TA  with  SA  fire 
reaultlng  In  1  VC^fVA  KIA  (BC)  and  1  K>1  carbine  with  40  rounda  aaan  CIA.  An  un- 
detemlned  anount  of  doeunenta  were  found  and  were  extracted  for  evaluation. 

041600  BQ898748  LRRP  Tn  12  made  eontaet  with  an  eatl- 
aated  VC  platoon  and  waa  extracted  without  Incident. 

£.  041830  BQ867754  LRRP  Ta  I6  aade  eontaet  with  an  unk 
alzed  enengr  force  reaultlng  In  1  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC).  Gunahlpa  were  e^sloyed  with  unk 
reaulta. 

d.  081150  BQ903759  LRRP  Tm  13  engaged  1  individual 
with  SA  reaultlng  In  1  VC/NVA  UIA  (CIA).  The  Individual  dind  an  route  resulting 
in  1  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC). 

£.  101120  BQ909660  C/4/503  engaged  7  Indlviduala  araed 

with  weapons  resulting  In  1  VC/NVA  UIA.  The  hlood  trail  was  followed  to  a  house 
containing  1  Individual  with  shoulder  wound  resulting  In  1  VC/NVA  CIA. 

h- 

X.  142106  CQ266349  4/503  reported  an  OP  received  SA 
fire  froa  a  sa]^>an.  SA  fire  was  returned  and  swift  boat  called  to  sv^port  the  ccn- 
taot.  There  were  negative  US  casualties  and  unk  enen^  casualties. 

g.  201610  BQI 59390  D/4/503  reported  a  platom  aade  eon> 
tact  with  an  unk  size  eneagr  force  and  enplojFed  SA,  AW,  gunahlpa  and  alratriked. 

The  contact  broke  at  1640  hours  with  unk  reaulta.  There  were  3  US  WHA  as  a  result 
of  this  contact. 

281750  BQ902459  LRRP  Ta  14  aade  contact  with  an  unk 
size  enenjr  force  and  SA  and  AV  fire  waa  exohinged  resulting  in  US  WHA  and  an  unk 
eneiqr  casualty  figure. 

X.  300945  CQ006467  LRRP  Tn  12  aade  contact  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  VC  squad.  SA  and  AW  fire  was  exchanged  resulting  2  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  1  Mauser 
rifle  and  1  rucksack  CIA. 

(c)  Enemy  Dlapoaltioni 
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UNIT 

SZM&Zfi 

mi 

im 

5th  NVA  Division 

2500 

3625 

3925 

95th  NVA  Regt 

TOO 

1025 

1175 

4th  6n/95th  Regt 

100 

100 

200 

5th  Bn/95th  Regt 

150 

150 

200 

6th  Bn/95th  Regt 

170 

275 

250 

30th  NF  Bn 

175 

200 

200 

85th  MF  Bn 

180 

150 

200 

lX-7  LF  Co 

UNK 

UNK 

UNK 

lX-9  IF  Co 

UNK 

UNK 

UNK 

(3) 

(a)  tMmr  Situation: 


m. 

JUNE 

JULY 

BQ8217 

BQ8920 

B08920 

BQ8473 

BQ7676 

Tri-Border  Area 

BQ9060 

807678 

Tri-Border  Area 

CQ0345 

BQ9847 

Tri-Border  Area 

EQ8471 

BQ9461 

B09947 

CQ1527 

CQ2027 

CO1224 

CQ0853 

CQ0753 

CQ0653 

BQ9961 

BQ9961 

BQ9961 

809880 

BQ9880 

B09880 

1.  Dtapoaltloai  The  let  Bn/503d  Infaniiy  (Airborne)  con¬ 
tinued  operations  in  AO  Waiv«r  during  the  months  of  May,  June  and  JUI7  1968,  This 
area  of  operations  has  been  relatirelj  seoure  for  some  period  of  tiae»  the  enei^y 
not  being  able  to  form  and  deploy  large-scale  attacks  due  to  the  continued  presence 
of  US  troops  since  the  latter  part  of  1965y  a  continuing  good  n^port  with  the  Viet- 
naaese  citlsens  and  the  successful  efforts  of  the  government's  revolutionary  devel¬ 
opment  program.  Intelligence  has  reported  the  following  units  within  the  AN  KHE 
area  or  close  enough  to  have  Influence  within  the  Walker  area  of  operations: 


£.  95th  B  NVA  Regiment 
i,  4th  Bn/95th  B  NVA  Regiment 
£.  5th  Bn/  95th  B  NVA  Regiment 
407th  Sapper  Battalion 


£.  XC  503d  Battalion 

Ourinir  the  months  of  Nay,  June  and  July  actiTity  was  slight  in  BINH  DINH  Prov¬ 
ince  and  AO  Walker.  The  1st  Bn/503d  Infantry,  assumed  the  mission  of  ag:^in  pro- 
Tldlng  nd  maintaining  road  and  bridge  security  along  the  main  two  highwi  ys  to  the 
AO,  from  QUI  NHON  to  AN  KHE  and  from  AN  KHE  to  PLEIKU.  The  1st  Battalion  also 
maintained  the  perimeter  security  of  Caap  Radcliff  through  the  operational  control 
of  the  three  Provisional  Rifle  Coiqjanles  formed  for  the  basic  mission  of  perimeter 
defense  of  Cai^)  Radcliff.  As  the  Brigade  reaction  battalion,  the  1st  Battalion  had, 
for  most  of  the  reporting  period,  either  one  or  two  infantry  rifle  ooapanles  opeonned 
to  other  units,  among  them  were  the  2d  Battalion  503d  Infantry  and  Task  Force  South. 


The  5th  Bn/95th  B  NVA  Regiment  continued  harrasstog  actions  along  Highway  19, 
for  the  most  part  west  of  FSB  Schuler,  but  was  newer  able  to  form  its  forces  for  a 
sustained  attack  on  any  installations  in  AO  ]|[|2juQ:  or  Camp  Radcliff  proper. 
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g,  Pemillaritlea  aad  WcttloMfliM* 

j|.  The  eneBQr  is  vulnerable  to  aerial  observation  and  air 
and  artillex7  retaliation  in  most  areas  of  the  TAOR,  He  is  also  vulnerable  to  in- 
temittent  artillery  firings,  APD  sensings  end  Red  Haze  readings. 

Dup  to  the  widespread  s\q>port  of  allied  operations 
in  AO  Walkei^.  the  continued  successful  rapport  with  the  Vietnaiaese  civilians, 
through  such  means  as  the  hiring  of  Vietnamese  workers  on  Camp  Radcllff ,  the  success 
of  i^volutlonary-development  programs,  and  the  protection  offered  the  Vietnamese 
farmer  through  the  continued  presence  of  US  troops,  the  enamgr  is  not  able  to  coerce 
populace  through  terrorist  or  sabotage  activities  as  evident  in  other  areas  of  South 
Vietnam. 


£.  By  virtue  of  the  Auied-Vietnamese  relationship, 
the  operational  successes  (it  US  troops,  and  our  continued  presence,  the  eneiqy, 
most  especially  the  VC,  is  particularly  vulnerable  to  the  Chieu  Hoi  and  other  psy¬ 
chological  operation  programs. 

2.  aWBCr 

g.  The  ene^y  Is  able  to  ei^>loy,  to  a  limited  extent, 
mortars  and  recoillass  rifles  against  Camp  Radcliff.  If  successful,  such  an  attack 
can  cause  both  personnel  injury  and  damage  to  both  flxed-\ri.ng  and  rotary  aircraft. 

The  en^my  is  abl  •  to  conduct  company  and  perhaps 
battel  lon-alze  attacks  in  both  isolated  villages  and  hamlets  and  outpost  and  check¬ 
points  maintained  by  US  forces  along  Highway  19. 

£.  The  enenQT  can  conduct  isolated  mining  of  primary  and 
secondary  routes  of  travel,  interdiction  of  lines  of  coimminieation,  sabotage  opexw 
ations  against  pipelines,  and  terrorist  activities,  including  sporadic  but  effec¬ 
tive  sniper  firings,  against  the  outposts  and  checkpoints  maintidued  within  the  AO 
along  Highway  19. 


The  enemy  can  Is  expected  to  attes^t  to  use  exten¬ 
sively  and  with  Increased  eii^hasls  sanper  units,  most  particularly  in  the  destruc¬ 
tion  by  explosives  and  demolitions  of  vital  bridges  along  Highway  19  and  aircraft 
and  primary  buildings  within  Canp  Radcllff  itself. 

fi.  Combat  Effeciency:  The  ccotinued  successes  of  the 
government  revolutionary  development  prograias  within  AO  Walker,  the  maintalnanoe 
of  good  relations  vdth  the  Vietnamese  within  the  Privlnces  and  the  continued  presence 
and  strength  of  the  allied  forces  themselves  all  combine  to  fort  the  belief  that  no 
large-scale  enesy  attacks  can  be  formed  in  the  near  future.  Ine^y  emphmsis  will, 
in  all  probability,  continue  to  be  placed  on  barrassment  and  terrorist  rotlvitles, 
and  propaganda  lectures,  with  an  Increase  of  sapper-type  Infiltrttion  activities. 

(b)  sinifigia^ 

1.  Mayi 

g.  050325  Cheek  point  21  received  a  moderate  ground 
attack.  Results!  2  US  KHA,  7  US  VHA,  1  AHVN  WlA,  negative  enemy  assessments. 

a.  061130  BR242398  C/i/503  engaged  4  NVA.  Results!  1 

US  WHA,  1  NVA  KIA  (BC). 
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A.  061246  BR547468  A/l/503  ODCugod  3  VC.  Roiultti 

1  VC  KIA  (BC). 

d.  071230  BR248377  B/l/503  angscwl  5  VC.  NogatlTO 

rosulti. 

1.  081025  BR248397  C/l/503  OQgsgwl  3  KVA.  Results  t 
1  OS  kHA,  1  US  WHA,  1  KVA  KIA  (BC). 

X.  081030  BR248413  VV503  asdo  oontaot  with  sn  unk 
slso  SM^gr  foroo.  Rssultsi  1  US  KHA,  6  US  VUiA,  20  NVA  KIA  (BC). 

£.  091100  BR281332  LRRP  Tm  26  aado  oontaot  with  5 
VC/)IVA.  Results  t  3  VC/RVA  KIA 

d.  101249  BR217408  B/l/503  engaged  1  VC.  Results 

1  VC  KIA  (BC), 

1.  101510  BR217408  B/l/503  made  oonUot  with  a  NVA 
platoon.  Results!  1  US  KHA,  4  NVA  KIA  (BC). 

i.  121510  BR218408  B/l/503  engaged  1  VC.  Results! 

1  VC  KIA  (BC). 

k.  171025  BR265354  B/l/503  engaged  2  VC.  Results! 

1  VC  KIA. 

l.  180950  BR187329  C/l/503  engaged  1  VC.  Results! 

1  VC  KIA  (BC). 

2.  June! 

g,  011830  BR262473  Cheok  point  27  was  attacked  hj  mortar 
fire  coning  from  the  west.  Fire  was  retuned  and  a  search  of  the  area  produced  neg¬ 
ative  results. 

011125  BR338462  Cheok  point  24  reoeived  a  ground  at¬ 
tack  si^ported  by  mortars,  gunships  and  arty  called.  Results!  1  US  WHA,  ene^r  unk. 

£.  071035  BR286532  D4<2/503  made  contact  with  6  NVA  armed 
with  carbines.  Unk  results. 

d*  172125  Camp  Radcllff!  1/69  reported  receiving  ap¬ 
proximately  50  rounds  of  82nn  mortar  fire  from  the  northwest.  Results!  12  US  WHA, 
enemy  \u)k. 

£.  301218  BR539444  B/l/503  made  contact  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  3  VC.  Arty  was  called.  Results!  1  NVA  HA  (Poss). 

2.  July: 

A.  021200  BR256394  U/l/503  engaged  1  individual  with 
SA  resulting  in  1  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC)  and  1  French  sniper  rifle  CIA.  Individual  was 
carrying  1  NVA  oantem,  wearii^  US  web  gear  and  dressed  in  khaki  shirt  with  green 
trousers. 
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041428  BR219390  D/l/503  mada  contact  with  an  asti- 
aatad  2  VC/RVA  aziMd  with  SA'a.  Fire  was  axchanged  resulting  in  nagatlra  US  cas¬ 
ualties.  A  search  of  the  area  produced  negative  enengr  results. 

£.  051130  BR410608  1/503  reported  that  gunshlps  engaged 
10  aimed  individuals  with  alnl  guns  resulting  in  5  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  3  VC  KIA  (Poss). 

d.  071130  BR260740  1/503  reported  gunshlps  engaged  2 
individuals  resulting  in  2  VC/NVA  KIA  (Poss). 

£.  071410  PR318357  1/503  reported  gunshlps  engaged  1 
individual  reaxdting  in  1  VC/HVA  KIA  (Poss). 

£.  102130  BR478486  An  Khe  Greenline  Tower  22  received 

approximately  45  rounds  of  SA  fire.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA  with  unk  results. 


(0)  Enemy  Disposition: 

UNIT  ESTIMATED  STMMGTH  PROBABLE  LOCATION 


MAI 

JUNE 

JULY 

MAI 

JUNE 

JULY 

95  B  Regt 

775 

875 

875 

BR2782 

E  Plelku 

BR1427 

4th  Bn/95  B  Regt 

250 

250 

250 

BR2782 

U  Pleiku 

SU  Pleiku 

5th  Bn/95  B  Regt 

250 

250 

250 

BR2954 

BR2678 

BR1539 

407th  Sapper  Bn 

150 

255 

225 

AB1990 

NE  of  Pleiku 
City 

NW  of  Pheiku 
City 

XC  503d  Bn 

200 

UNK 

UNK 

BR9296 

UNK 

UNK 

b.  PaelaloM  and  Plana  Adopted  with  Reaaona  B.ise<1  on  Enemy  Situations: 

(1)  fjgy:  During  the  month  of  Nay  maximum  utilization  of  all  intel¬ 
ligence  resources  resulted  in  the  detection  of  three  enemy  battalion  fozmatlons 
prior  to  these  formations  reaching  their  particular  ohjectlves. 

(a)  Combat  operations  on  5  May  1968  were  based  on  intelligence 
gleaned  from  POW  statements,  agent  reports  and  APD  readings.  This  collection  of 
information  resulted  in  the  overwhelming  defeat  of  the  93d  and  95th  battalions  of 
the  2d  VC  Regiment  and  heavy  casualties  Inflicted  on  the  7th  Bn/22d  NVA  Regiment. 

(b)  Combat  operations  conducted  on  11  and  25  May  againsc  the  97th 
97th  Bn/2d  VC  Regiment  were  planned  in  direct  response  to  agent  repoirts  and  special 
intelligence.  The  97th  Bn/2d  VC  Regiment  was  rendered  combat  ineffective  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  these  actions.  It  is  felt  combat  operations  coivlucted  during  the  month  of 
May,  based  on  combat  intelligence,  rendered  the  2d  VC  Regiment  combat  ineffective. 

(2)  June:  In  the  month  of  June  again  maximum  utilization  was  made 
of  all  intelligence  resources  in  attempts  to  locate  and  fix  eneiy  forces. 

(a)  At  0830  hours  7  June  1968,  as  a  result  of  APD  sensings, 

IR  readings  and  agent  reports,  E/I7th  Cavalry  made  contact  with  unknown  size  enemy 
force  at  BH795968.  E/l7th  Cavalry  en^loyed  SA,  AW  and  H-79  fire,  artillery  and 
alrstrikes  were  brought  in  on  target,  with  undetezmlned  enemy  losses. 
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'(b)  During  the  period  248*25  June  1968,  ae  a  reeult  of  APD  sens¬ 
ings,  IR  readings.  Agent  reports  end  visual  reconnaissance,  a  ootibined  US/ARVN  op¬ 
eration  Involving  elements  of  the  2d  Bn  503d  Infantxy,  1st  Bn  (Heeh)  50th  Infantry 
and  40th  ARVN  Regiment  in  the  Nlu  Mu  Mountains  resulted  in  3  VC/MVA  KIA  (BC) . 

(3)  July:  During  July  again  raaxiaua  use  was  made  of  all  Intelligence 
resources  in  attempts  to  locate  and  fix  enemy  forces. 

(a)  As  a  result  of  APD  sensings,  IR  readings,  agent  reports  and 
visual  reconnaissance,  a  ooid)ined  operatiwi  involving  elements  of  the  2d  Bn  503d 
Infantiy  and  MSP  Co  221  engaged  an  estimated  VC  squad  at  BR581962  resulted  in  1 
VC/KVA  KIA  (BC). 


(b)  At  1610  hours  20  July  1968,  the  4th  Bn  503d  Infantry,  as  a 
result  of  APD  sensings,  IR  readings  and  agent  reports,  made  contact  with  an  unknown 
size  eneoy  force  at  BQI 59390.  The  4th  Bn  503d  Infantry  employed  SA,  AW  M-79  fire, 
gunships  and  alrstrikes  with  undetexmlned  enemy  results. 

(4)  Based  on  IR  readings,  APD  sensings  and  LRRP  operations,  artillery, 
naval  gunfire  and  alrstrUcea  were  directed  against  suspected  eneay  formations,  base 
camp  areas  and  infiltration  routes.  These  operations  were  instrumental  in  keeping 
the  enemy  off-balance  and  interdicting  his  routes  of  supply  and  ooonunioations. 

The  majority  of  interdiction  fires,  alrstrikes,  artillery  and  naval  gunfire  were 
based  on  conibat  intelligence. 

C.  En^mir  Pei.«QHHel  and  Eaulnmiint  Loasaat  As  a  result  of  operations  for 
the  months  of  May,  June  and  July  1968,  the  following  enemy  personnel  and  equipment 
loses  are  reported,  by  combat  operatlont 

(l)  Ehemy  personnel  losses  as  of  31  July  1968: 


OPN 

OPN 

OPN 

BRIGA1£ 

gocjttsji 

BQLLTMG 

WAIJCER 

total 

IIVA/VC  KIA  (BC) 

413 

49 

83 

545 

NVA/VC  KIA  (POSS) 

56 

10 

8 

74 

NVA/VC  PW 

25 

30 

1 

56 

Civil  Defendants 

317 

5 

1 

323 

Detainees 

475 

6 

18 

499 

Retxunees 

2 

1 

0 

3 

(2) 

Eneny  equlpment/supply  losses: 

OPN 

OPN 

OPN 

BRIGADE 

COCHISE 

BOUaING 

WAUCER 

TPIAL-,- 

WEAPONS 

Pistol 

2 

0 

2 

4 

M-l  Rifle 

5 

1 

0 

6 

IMS 

2 

0 

0 

2 
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OPR 

OPN 

OPN 

BRIGABB 

spsaa 

hOLLTHQ 

WAUCER 

TOTAL 

HMG 

4 

1 

0 

5 

H~2  Rlfl*  (oaxbln*) 

5 

1 

0 

6 

RPO-2 

5 

0 

0 

5 

M.72  LAW 

3 

0 

0 

3 

M-16  Bin* 

2 

0 

0 

2 

.30  CiO.  Rifla 

2 

0 

2 

2 

AK-47 

29 

6 

5 

40 

BAR 

4 

0 

0 

4 

SKS 

13 

4 

5 

22 

Springfield 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Mauser 

4 

1 

0 

5 

Staotgui 

1 

0 

0 

1 

French  Sniper  Rifle 

0 

0 

1 

1 

M-2  SM!}  (French) 

2 

0 

0 

2 

.30  Cel  Hi  (US) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Hoae-Mede  Rifle 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Hane-Mede  Pistol 

4 

0 

0 

4 

B-40  Rocker  Launcher  1 

AWQ.  MLNBS  and  EAPUglVES 

0 

0 

1 

Saall  Aras  Rds 

12,506 

406 

250 

13,162 

Chlcoa  Clesraore  Mine 

5 

0 

0 

5 

M-26  Hand  Grenade 

42 

2 

1 

45 

8lnn  Mortar  Rds 

85 

0 

0 

85 

Chlcoa  HC 

25 

1 

0 

26 

Hand  Flares 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Chlcoa  Mine 

15 

0 

3 

18 

Thendte  Grenade 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Chlcoa  Antitank  Mine 

27 

3 

23 

0 
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OFN 

OPN 

OFM 

BRIGADE 

SSSM& 

BQLLIIIG 

WALKER 

TOTAL 

Firing  Devices 

6 

0 

0 

6 

Butterfly  Boitb 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Blasting  Caps 

5 

0 

0 

5 

B-40  Rocket  Rds 

48 

0 

0 

48 

60mm  Mortar  Fuses 

8 

0 

0 

8 

B-40  Booster  Charges 

23 

0 

0 

23 

82niii  Fuze 

25 

0 

0 

25 

60inm  Rds 

39 

18 

0 

57 

Shape  Charges 

4 

0 

0 

4 

RPG-2  Rds 

10 

0 

0 

10 

RPG-7  Rds 

3 

0 

0 

3 

57inm  RR  Rds 

7 

0 

0 

7 

FOOD 

Rice,  lbs 

107,105 

350 

100 

107,555 

Salad  Oil,  gal. 

21 

0 

0 

21 

Soy  Sauce,  gal. 

40 

0 

0 

40 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Rucksack  (VC/NVA) 

82 

15 

9 

106 

Booth ,  pair 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Heljnet,  Steel 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Blanket 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Canteen  (NVA) 

22 

5 

1 

28 

Canteen  Cup 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Pistol  Belt 

4 

0 

1 

5 

Poncho  (VC/TIVA) 

14 

4 

0 

18 

MAG  (H-16) 

6 

0 

0 

6 

MAG  (M-1  Carbine) 

8 

2 

0 

10 

MAG  (AK-47) 

8 

0 

0 

8 
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OPN 

£QSIiI3I 

Learned 

OPH 

BOLLING 

OPN 

WALKER 

15  August  1968 

BRIQADB 

TOTAL 

MAG  (M.14) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Bayonet 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Clothing,  Iba 

190 

25 

10 

225 

PRC-10  Battery 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Chop  Sticks,  seta 

70 

0 

0 

70 

Radio  Antenna 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Haimocka  (NVA) 

6 

0 

2 

8 

Mass  Kits 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Belt  (VC/UVA) 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Ho  Chi  Sandels 

4 

0 

0 

4 

Baitwire,  feet 

175 

0 

0 

175 

Gasoline,  gal. 

6 

0 

0 

6 

Medical  Supplies,  lbs 

12 

4 

0 

16 

Mosquito  Nets 

9 

0 

0 

9 

Gas  Mask  Carriers 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Gas  Mask  (VCAVA) 

4 

0 

0 

4 

Helnet,  Pith 

8 

0 

0 

8 

ShoTsla  (NVA) 

8 

0 

0 

8 

Camera  (DS) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Bicycles 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Ucoden  Tng  Grenades 

20 

0 

0 

20 

Rice  Bowls 

70 

0 

0 

70 

Stores 

9 

0 

0 

9 

Doousents,  lbs 

105 

4 

6 

115 

d.  Dm  of  Long  R«ng«  Partol*  (LRP)i  ExiontlTO  uao  um  wde  of  tho  74th 
Infantry  (LRP)  in  tbo  e<»iduot  of  Oparatlon  C^hla«  during  tba  aontha  of  May,  Juno 
and  July.  The  nlaaion  asalgnad  to  the  Tarioua  LRP  teaaa  uaa  generally  that  of  trail 
watching  operationa  in  areaa  of  auapeoted  aneay  aotiyity  for  Tarioua  aaouita  of 
tine,  generally  fron  three  to  five  daya  per  operation.  Secondary  aiaaiona  of  hoab 
dana^  aaseaaiaent,  artillery  aaseasment  and  ^  capture  of  pria^ra  were  aaaigned. 
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During  the  month  of  May  a  total  of  24  LRP  operations  vere  fielded.  Artillery 
fire  was  adjusted  onto  observed  aitd  suspected  eneoy  positions  by  LRP  teens  and  four 
ooiq>any-size  search  and  destroy  operations  were  conducted,  based  on  LRP  findings. 

In  June  21  XRP  operational  missions  vere  conducted,  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
missions,  the  LRP  teams  on  six  ooeasiens  adjustsvl  artillery  fire  into  observed 
enemy  personnel.  Nine  of  these  misslona  vere  comprised  of  Joint  US  and  ARVIF  Long 
Range  Patrol  perscnmel.  Thepe  Joint  patrols  prov^  to  be  most  suocessflil,  each 
team  recognising  benefits,  and  such  patrols  are  to  be  continued  in  the  future. 

Based  on  observations  of  LRP  teams,  again  sevairal  eoi^jany-sise  operations  vere 
conducted  in  AO  Cochise,  including  one  in  v!iieh  intelligence  provided  by  LRP  per¬ 
sonnel  led  allied  units  to  enemy  storage  and  supply  point  locations. 

During  July  23  operations  vere  conducted,  and  in  conjunction  vith  these  mis¬ 
sions,  LRP  teams  on  14  occasions  adjusted  artillery  fire  into  observed  ene^]r  pex«> 
sonnel.  Several  company-slse  operations  vere  conducted  in  AO  Cochise  based  on  LRP 
observatlooe,  and  a  platoon-size  reaction  force  was  also  comnitted  in  three  in¬ 
stances  to  exploit  LRP  observations. 

e.  Operational  Methods  of  Sanoer  Units: 

(l)  Sapper  action  is  often  a  specific  sabotage  tactic  eo^loyed  in  two 
levels:  In  separate  attacks  on  installations  and  in  support  of  infantry  and  artil¬ 
lery  attacks. 


(a)  In  separate  attacks  conducted  by  small  forces,  the  sappers 
infiltrate  deep  into  US  and  FUMAF  controlled  areas  to  sabotage  airfields,  do^s, 
vital  bridges  and  Important  buildings  and  equipment.  In  this  small  force  the  sap¬ 
per  also  has  the  mission  of  hldnapplng,  assassinating  and  i^rformlng  other  tezu 
rorlst  acts.  Their  greatest  aid  is  their  relative  freedom  of  movement  through  a 
possible  area  of  operation,  affording  the  sapper  unit  access  to  and  surveillance 
of  their  Intended  targets. 

(b)  In  employing  sapper  units  in  8vq)port  of  infantry  and  artil¬ 
lery  units  in  a  general,  all-out  attack,  their  mission  is  to  create  a  breach  in 
the  defensive  network  of  the  attacked  Installation  to  permit  an  infantry-type  ffon- 
tal  assault.  They  use  sticks,  prongs  and  C-hooks  to  raise  or  spread  the  outer 
perimeter  barbed  wire,  or  either,  with  wire  cutters  snip  the  lower  strands  of  wire* 
The  sapper  units  also  mark  passages  through  mine  fields  with  pegs  or  other  means  of 
identification.  The  Infantry  and  heavy  weapons  units  will  wait  in  concealment 
while  these  tasks  are  being  accoiqpllshed. 

(c)  The  final  task  in  preparing  for  the  assault  is  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  installation  barricades,  vatohtovers,  machine  guns  and  other  tar|(ets  with 
satchel  charges  and  grenades,  and,  at  the  same  instance,  to  detonate  explosives 
planted  along  the  perimeter  defenses  or  in  the  minefields.  After  breaching  an 
entrance  for  the  Infantry,  the  sapper  units  may  remain  in  the  battle  or  withdraw 
and  prepare  to  cover  the  Infantry  withdrawal. 

(d)  Other  sapper-type  actions  are  to  conduct  ambushes  prepare 
along  principal  roads  and  waterways;  to  conduct  surprise  raids  on  airfields,  siq>- 
ply  areas  and  other  facilities  in  rear  areas  not  easily  approached  by  large  infan¬ 
try  units  and  terrorism  and  sabotage,  especially  in  large  cltlss.  The  size  of 
sapper  units  varies  from  con^lete  sapper  battalions  with  up  to  300-nian  strength  in 
the  larger  cities  down  to  separate  sapper  platoons  at  the  lower  level  (district  and 
province) .  Sappers  also  collect  detailed  intelllgjsnee  fton  bar  girls,  cycle  drivers, 
civilian  employees  of  free  world  forces,  and  numerous  others  under  their  enqjloy  on 
potential  sapper  targets.  Their  taotlCs  range  from  ooncealing  a  grenade  in  a  loaf 
of  bread  to  driving  an  explosive-laden  vehicle  into  a  target  area. 
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(2)  Sappers  are  well-achooled,  selection  criteria  are  high,  and  only 
the  most  outstanding  and  dedicated  are  selected  for  training.  Thus  they  enjoy  a 
higher  esprit  do  corps  than  conventional  units,  and,  as  a  result,  their  combat 
effectiveness  is  generally  high. 

(3)  Sapper  units  employ  five  basic  tactical  prlnclpsLlst 

(a)  Detailed  planning  and  reconnaissance,  Insured  through  minute 
planning  and  rehearsal  until  perforaance  without  srror  is  assured. 

(b)  Secrecy  and  surprise  in  the  planning  and  performance  of  the 

assigned  mission. 

(c)  Speed,  with  simper  units  moving  rapidly  to  enable  assault 
troops  to  reaon  their  objectives  in  as  short  a  tine  as  possible  and  thus  eiqtloit 
all  aspects  of  the  defender's  disorganization. 

(d)  Intiatlve,  taking  advantage  of  any  favorable  clroumstances 
which  might  arise  during  the  performance  of  the  mission.  Intiatlve  is  constantly 
encouraged  through  training  and  indoctrination. 

(e)  Flexibility,  sapper  units  tailor  its  needs  for  men,  weapons 
and  equipment  according  to  the  mission. 

f.  Terrain  «r>d  Ur.at.hnrt 

(1)  Terrain  r  Oiwrattma  gacMiaft  aad  Bomnf  11 « 

(a)  Existing  Situation!  In  the  northern  part  of  Binh  Dinh  Prov¬ 
ince  the  principal  uitan  area  la  Bong  Son  (6R  8796) .  In  the  flat  seasonally  inun¬ 
dated  coastal  plains,  there  are  three  low  mountain  spurs  with  numerous  adjacent 
hills  and  hill  locks.  The  lowland  plains  grade  mstward  into  rolling  plains,  fo;t- 
hlUs,  and  then  into  steep  heavily  dissected  mountains.  The  terrain  becomes  increas¬ 
ingly  rugged  from  east  to  west.  The  predominant  vegetation  is  rice  cultivation  in 
the  lowlands  snd  light  to  dense  undergrowth  in  the  hills  and  mountains.  There  are 
numerous  valleys  which  facilitate  movement;  however,  all  expedient  movemant  is  re¬ 
stricted  to  existing  trains,  roads  and  waterways. 

The  principal  avenues  of  novement  are  in  a  north-south  direction.  The  coastal 
lowlands  area  is  a  preferred  avenue  of  movement  to  rugged  western  mountains.  In  Hie 
south  avenues  of  aovement  are  broad  with  numerous  alternate  routes,  but  to  the  north 
they  become  constructed  and  the  alternate  routes  become  limited.  Expedient  movemant 
in  the  coastal  lowlands  In  a  north-south  direction  would  be  to  the  east  of  and  par¬ 
allel  to  Route  1.  Concealed  movement  would  probably  be  north  along  the  Suoi  Ca 
RLver  Valley  (BR  80265A)  to  the  Nuoc  Lang  River  (BR701875)  Valley  and  than  along  the 
Kin  Son  River  Bailey  (BR818899).  The  An  Hai  River  Valley  (BR768669)  is  a  major 
avenue  of  movement  from  the  north  to  either  the  south  via  the  Kim  Son  River  Valley 
(BR818899)  or  to  the  east  along  the  Lai  Oiang  River  Valley  (BR862942).  The  Kim 
Son  River  Valley  (BR8l8d99)  affords  many  good  avenues  of  movement  from  east  to  west 
through  the  Nuoc  Tuong  (6R701875),  Su^  Tin  (BR684829)  and  S  Lon  (BR773838)  River 
Valleys.  Accompanying  trails  allow  movement  fortterwest  to  the  Suoi  Kon  River 
Valley  (BR593831}  in  the  extreme  west.  The  Ion  River  Valley  (BR587662)  is  the  only 
major  north-south  avenue  of  movemant  in  the  west. 

(b)  Tbs  steep  slopes  enoountersd  in  these  lUgged  areas  are  hb- 
ataelas  to  movement.  Swollen  rivers  andstreams  also  present  as  dbstaele  to  movemmit 
in  these  areas.  Avenues  of  movemmit  in  the  ooastal  plains  are  unrestricted  la  all 
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directions;  howerer,  flooding  in  tbe  wet  season  will  present  eoae  probleae  to  aore- 
■ent.  The  nuaerous  etreaas  and  canals  in  this  area  will  also  present  an  obstacle 
to  moreaent. 


(2)  Terrain  «  Operation  Walker;  Relief  was  characterised  b7  high 
am^alns  with  dense  undergrowth  with  triple  canopy  in  cert-aln  areas  throughout  the 
AO.  ^  Streaas  were  generally  full  throughout  the  AO  with  the  aaln  river  flowing  SSW, 
with  its  source  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  AO.  Cultiaated  fields  are  found 
throughout  the  AO,  especially  around  AN  KHE,  Trails  are  n\awroue  throughout  the  AO 
and  were  generally  well  used.  Becatue  of  t^  wide  area  for  naneuTer  and  the 

Ited  staging  areas  aTailable  to  the  eneiQr,  he  can  easily  avoid  contact,  engaging 
US  forces  only  on  his  own  terns.  Highway  19  bisecting  the  TAOR  from  the  east  to 
the  west,  Ir  p  av  e  d  and  sassable.  There  are  two  nountaln  passes  on  each  side  of 
the  AO. 

(3)  W«»«thnr  -  Qp*r*t1n»t«  CftaH—  am;  RrtlUng  Tit 

(a)  May;  Ourlng  May  all  Southeast  Asia  is  under  influence  of  the 
southwest  Bonsocsi,  the  weather  beginning  to  follow  a  sonetd^at  regular  pattern  with 
afternoon  showers  occurring  alaost  eveiyday.  Cloudiness  continues  to  increase. 

Low  ceilings  occurred  on  a  few  mminga,  but  were  relatively  rare  in  the  afternoon 
and  evening  except  in  passing  thunderstonss  and  rainshowers.  Visibility  was  rela¬ 
tively  good  but  rated  excellent  because  of  haty  nature  of  the  equatorial  air  mass. 

In  genei^,  an  increase  in  rainfall  froa  April.  Average  aonthly  precipitation  6.1 
inches;  average  tesperature  92  degrees;  average  hunidlty  78J(. 

(b)  June;  Continuing  under  the  influence  of  the  southwest  non- 
soon,  the  weatUr  becane  patterned  on  a  daily  basis,  with  clear  aomings  and  early 
afternoons  and  afternoon  showers  alnost  everyday.  Cloudiness  continued  to  increase. 
Low  ceilings  occurred  on  a  few  nomings,  but  were  relatively  rare  during  the  after¬ 
noon  and  evenings  except  in  passing  thunderstoras  and  rain  showers.  Visibility 
was  relatively  good  to  excellent.  Average  tenperature  92  degrees;  average  humidity 
78  per  cent. 


(o)  July:  The  area  continued  under  the  influence  of  the  south¬ 
west  Bxmsoon,  patterned  on  a  daily  basis  as  previously.  Cloudiness  continued  to 
increase.  Lm  ceilings  occurred  on  a  few  mornings,  but  were  relatively  rate  dur¬ 
ing  the  afternoon  and  evenings  except  in  passing  rain  showers  and  thunderstorms. 
Visibility  relatively  good  to  excellent.  Average  teBg>erature  92  degrees;  average 
humidity  78)t. 

(4)  Waath-y  -  Oparatiom  w^iVayt  For  the  Bwnths  of  May,  June  and 
July,  1968  the  weather  in  the  AN  KHE  area  was  generally  fair  and  warn,  with  tem- 
permtrums  ranging  from  a  high  of  95  degrees  to  a  low  of  65  degrees.  Winds,  for 
the  most  part,  were  from  the  East  at  5^  knots.  Sky  conditions  were  generally 
scattered  clouds  at  approximately  2500  feet,  with  some  scrnlng  fOg,  usually  cleaiv 
ing  around  0900  hours  daily.  Visibility  ranged  from  6  to  7  mllee  furing  the  mid- 
morning  to  late  afternoon.  Rain  showers  and  thunderstorms  were  spafne,  normally 
beginning  in  the  late  aftexnocm  and  terminating  in  the  early  mondng  hws. 
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4.  CoiiHrt  0wniU9M» 

a.  Generali  During  the  montha  of  May,  June  and  July  1968  the  173d  Alr- 
boma  Brigade  continued  to  conduct  combat  operations  Coehlae.  BolUng  II  and  Waiver^ 
encoiqpaselng  the  Vietnamese  provinces  of  'Binh  Dinh,  Phu  Ten  and  Ply  Bon.  The  Bri¬ 
gade  headquarters  continued  to  operate  out  of  LZ  English,  north  of  Bong  Son,  and 
also  continuing  to  serve  as  headquarters  for  operation  Coehlao.  The  2d  Battalion, 
503d  Infantry  and  3d  Battalion,  ^3d  Infantry  (until  18  June  1968)  were  also  head¬ 
quartered  at  LZ  English  and  the  1st  Battalion  (Heehanlsed)  5Qth  Infantry,  attached 
to  the  Brigade  by  I  FFORCV,  headquartered  at  LZ  Uplift,  south  of  Bong  Son.  The  1st 
Battalion  69th  Armor,  OPCON  to  the  Brigade,  also  was  headquartered  at  LZ  Uplift. 

The  Ist  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  continued  to  conduct  Operation  Walker  in  the 
Camp  RadoUff/AN  KHE  City  tactical  area  of  responsibility,  and  the  4th  Battalion, 
503d  Infantry  continued  to  conduct  Operation  Bolling  II  in  the  TUT  HOA  Clty/Phu  Yen 
Tactical  area  of  responsibility.  These  combat  operations  are  reported  by  operation 
by  month. 


b.  Operation  Coehlae i  In  the  conduct  of  Operation  Cochise  during  the 
month  of  Hay,  the  Brigade's  primary  enemy  was  the  M  NVA  Division,  known  as  the 
Yellow  Star  and  considered  to  be  the  most  elite  ^A  unit  In  South  Vietnam.  Be- 
.^Ides  carrying  the  task  of  locating  and  destroying  the  3d  NVA  Division,  the  Bri¬ 
gade  also  was  mounted  with  other  mlsslras.  Most  iiiq)ortant  Is  the  continued  con- 
,  duct  of  security  on  Highway  1,  Insuring  that  this  vital  economic  line  remained  open 
and  free  of  eneoy  contact,  so  that  both  Vietnamese  and  allied  forces  and  the  Viet¬ 
namese  populace  night  continue  to  make  use  of  this  primary  communication  route  for 
both  military  and  civilian  needs.  This  mission  included  bridge  and  culvert  sur¬ 
veillance,  constant  mine-sweeping  operations  and  continuous  operations  and  recon¬ 
naissance  over  possible  eneoy  ambush  sites. 

A  second  strateglp  mission  is  the  contlntiing  assistance  of  the  Brigade  in  the 
province  and  district  revolutionary  development  -  civic  action  prograois,  Including 
such  diverse  activities  as  the  construction  of  the  Bong  Son  Village  market  plaoe, 
the  Incorporation  of  ARVN  troops  Into  the  Brigade  LRP  teams,  and  the  training  of 
ARVM  LRP  teajDs.  This  Includes  the  continuance  of  combined  US  -  ARVN  operations,  a 
movement  which  becomes  more  professional,  more  coordinated  and  more  successful  with 
each  passing  combined  operation. 

In  mid  April  the  Brigade  organized,  equipped  and  trained  three  Brigade  Advisory 
Teams,  formed  primarily  to  work  and  train  idth  province  RF/PF  units  in  an  effort  to 
increase  their  efficiency.  These  teams  have  been  most  successful,  to  the  point  tha^ 
these  teams,  In  Incipleney,  were  only  designed  to  operate  until  regular  MACV  Train¬ 
ing  Teams  arrived.  Upon  the  MACV  team's  arrival,  the  Brigade  effort  had  proven  so 
beneficial  that  the  district  and  province  chiefs  asked  Brigadier  General  Allen  to' 
allow  the  teams  to  continue  in  their  mission,  and  they  now  continue  to  do  so. 

Each  team  Is  five  men,  con^)rlsed  of  one  infantry  lieutenant,  one  infantry  NCO 
and  one  Infantry,  engineer  and  medical  enlisted  man.  These  teams  were  placed  under 
the  senior  district  advisor,  and  teach  subjects  as  recommended  in  the  MACV  Program 
of  Instruction.  Their  three  basic  goals  are  to  liqjrove  the  basic  military  skills 
of  the  RF/PF  forces,  to  inqprove  their  personal  knowledge  of  the  uses,  limitations 
and  advantages  of  their  own  weapons  and  equipment  and  to  Instill  In  tho  Vietnamese 
esprit  do  corps,  a  pride  In  their  local  unit,  their  district,  province  and  country. 
E^hasis  Is  placed  on  leaiulng  by  performance  rather  than  foznal  Instruction.  The 
teams  are  currently  providing  tralxiing  to  Regional  Force  Companies  and  Popular 
Force  Platoons  In  the  districts  of  Hoal  An,  Hoal  Nhon  and  Phu  Hy. 
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Operation  JCfifibisfi  tegan  the  month  of  May  with  much  activity,  the  first  tv» 
days  resulting  in  5  NVA  KIA  (BC)  and  two  possible  VC  kills  in  six  friendly  and  eight 
enemy  initiated  actions.  On  3  May,  Bravo  Compaxiy,  2d  Bn  503d  Inf.  at  1045  hours,  ^  ^ 
having  pursued  five  to  seven  VC  into  the  village  of  Truong  Lam  (2)  at  BR932048,  en¬ 
countered  heavy  resistance  from  the  eneniy  occt^ied  bunkers  and  trenches.  Gunships 
were  called  in,  and  at  approximately  1200  hours  contact  was  broken,  resulting  in 
two  VC/RVA  KIA  (BC)  and  two  VC  wounded  in  this  action  were  captured,  along  with 
miscellaneous  equipment  and  documents.  At  1355  hours,  B  Company  engaged  another 
four  to  five  VC,  killed  one  (BC)  and  captured  one  SCS  weapon.  After  B  Coi^any  had 
laagered  for  the  night,  they  received  an  undertermined  number  of  60mm  or  82mm  mor^ 
tar  fire  from  the  West,  resulting  in  one  US  MHA  and  three  US  WIA. 

As  both  Bravo  and  Delta  had  found  freshly  dtig  holes  and  trenches,  various  . 
bunker  structures,  and  kitchens,  playing  cards  and  various  equipment.  It  was  obvious 
that  both  companies  had  imcovered  a  battalion-size  enemy  base  cajiq}'.  The  following 
morning  (4  May),  Alpha,  Qharley  and  Delta  Conqjanies  continued  search  and  destroy 
operations,  resulting  in  more  document  and  equipment  findings,  plus  the  gravesites 
of  VC/UVA  killed  3  to  4  weeks  earlier  as  a  result  of  alrstrlkes. 

CoR^anles  from  the  2d  and  3d  Battalions  both  had  personnel  injured  by  numerous 
booby  traps  and  punji  stakes  freshly-placed.  The  1st  Bn  (Mech)  50th  Inf,  operating 
south  of  Bong  Son,  also  reported  findings  of  NVA  equipment,  including  ponchos,  bags 
of  rice,  sleeping  mate,  rucksaoks,  i^gaztnes,  a  gas  mask,  canteen  and  sweater.  By 
this  tlm,  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  the  enemy  had  returned.  If  only  contact 
could  be  made. 

On  5  May  the  Brigade  had  its  chances,  and  took  all  advantages  of  this  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Bravo  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  began  the  day's  activity  with  a  0445  hours  ambush  of 
twenty-five  to  thirty  VC  at  BS910051  and  BS915048,  with  gunship  and  artillery  assis¬ 
tance.  The  VC  broke  contact  at  0600  hours,  and  left  13  bodies  as  evidence  of  a 
well  planned  and  well  exeouted  ambush.  Eleven  weapons  were  captured,  with  8  US 
personnel  being  wounded.  Later  in  the  morning,  at  0845  hours,  at  6S945050  on  the 
South  China  S''a  coastline.  Alpha  Company  ''d  Bn  503d  Inf,  after  following  heavy 
blood  trails,  found  that  these  trails  ended  abruptly  at  the  water's  edge.  The 
wounded  VC  from  Bravo's  early  morning  ambush  ha^i  captured  four  or  five  local  Viet¬ 
namese  civilians  fishing  boats  as  a  means  of  escape.  Gunships  were  quickly  called 
in,  resulting  in  11  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  one  boat  destroyed.  At  mid-momlng  (1010  hours) 
Alpha  Company,  while  patrolling  in  the  hills  above  the  coastal  area  (BS930073),  en¬ 
gaged  still  another  VC  force,  killing  5  (BC)  and  retaining  37  detainees.  Bravo 
Company  again  made  contact  at  1150  hours  at  BR9‘f1044,  engaging  and  killing  1  VC  (BC). 
Delta  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  after  locating  enemy  bunkers  dujdng  reconnaissance  in  force 
operations  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  at  1128  hours  found  an  eneny  base  cangi  approx¬ 
imately  200  to  300  meters  in  diameter  and  containing  32  bunkers,  11  caves,  7  fox¬ 
holes  and  2  kltc'nens  with  stoves,  along  with  11  rucksacks  and  many  green,  khaki 
and  black  uniforms.  While  searching  the  base  camp  area,  Delta  Company  received 
sniper  fire,  returned  this  fire,  resulting  in  1  IK  KHA,  2  US  WHA  and  2  NVA  KIA  (BC). 
A  further  search  of  the  area  revealed  a  small  hospital  and  miscellaneous  documents. 

While  the  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  was  constantly  in  contact.  Alpha  Company  1st  Bn  (Mech) 
50th  Inf  made  tremendously  heavy  contact  with  an  estimated  two  NVA  Battalions. 

Halting  at  the  base  of  the  primary  north-south  mountain  range  in  rice  patties 
(BR912799)  for  lunch  (II46).  Upon  'dismounting  from  their  APC's,  the  infantrymen 
immediately  came  under  intmse  SA,  AW,  B-40  rooket  fire,  57901  recoilless  rifle  fire 
and  82nn  mortar  fire  from  sdl  directions.  Alpha  continued  returned  SA  and  AW  fire 
from  the  APC's  and  called  for  artillery  gunships  and  tactical  air  support.  At  1255 
hours  C  Company  1st  Bn,  (Mech)  50th  Inf  and  B  Company  1st  Bn  69th  Armor  re-enforced 
Alpha  Conpany  in  the  contact  area  and  also  received  heavy  AW  and  B-40  rocket  fire, 
at  1515  hours  a  gunship  in  support  of  the  infantryman  was  shot  down  and  exploded  on 


30 


CONFIDENTIAL 


UOiiK  I  Uliiil  1  AL 


AVBE-SC  15  August  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned 

contact,  resulting  In  4  US  KHA.  Bravo  1st  Bn  69th  Arn»r  continued  receiving  fire 
while  sec\irlng  the  extraction  LZ,  and  the  Initial  contact  continued  until  approx¬ 
imately  1930  hours,  resulting  in  6  US  KHA,  9  US  MHA,  50  US  WHA,  100  NVA  KIA  (Poss). 
Eqid.pment  loses  were  5  Ml  13  APC's  destroyed,  1  UH-IC  destroyed  and  three  UH-lC's 
damaged.  The  NVA  were  reported  by  Alpha  Company  1st  Bn  (Mech)  50th  Inf  as  dressed 
in  green  fatigues  and  sllic  pajamas,  well  armed  and  well  camouflaged. 

Contact  reaured  on  7  May  when  Bravo  and  Charley  Conmanles  1st  Bn  (Mech)  50th 
Inf  with  Bravo  Company  1st  Bn  69th  Armor,  laagered  at  BR925806,  began  receiving 
moderate  to  heavy  SA  fire.  At  0350  hours  B-40  rocketing  was  reported,  along  with 
several  82mm  mortar  rotuids.  Artillery  began  firing  close-in  defensive  fires,  and 
at  0440  hours  enemy  firing  ceased  as  the  NVA  atteo^ted  probing  attacks  from  the 
North  and  South  on  the  perimeter  defense.  At  0445  hours  an  enemy  B-40  rocket  hit 
the  Infantryman's  ammo  supply  point,  and  all  ammo  was  destroyed,  and  at  0520  heavy 
AW  fire  came  from  north  of  the  perimeter,  which  "Spooky*  engaged  with  undetermined 
results.  At  0535  mortar  and  B-40  rocket  fire  began  to  fire  again,  from  the  south. 
"Spooky"  engaged  this  firing,  and  at  0540  hours  mortar  and  B-40  fire  ceased.  The 
night's  results  were  7  US  KHA,  43  US  WHA,  with  undetermined  enemy  resiilts. 

In  conducting  a  search  of  the  contact  area  at  first  light,  Bravn  Company  found 
18  NVA  KIA  (BC)  and  rockets  and  weapons.  Later  in  the  morning  (Q7.58  hours),  at  BR 
910798,  an  aerial  observer  observed  30  NVA  in  the  open  and  Innedlately  put  an  air 
strike  in  on  the  fleeing  targets,  resulting  in  30  NVA  KIA  (BC).  Bravo  Company  at 
1040  hours  found  4  NVA  bodies,  all  booby  trapped,  at  BR9bO'^5,  and  at  1150  hours 
at  BR915803  gunshlps  from  the  6lst  AHC,  who  had  been  supporting  the  Brigade  con¬ 
tinuously  In  Operation  Cochise,  found  10  NVA  In  the  open  and  killed  all  10. 

The  6th  of  May  fotuid  Bravo  Coroapany  2d  x  n  503d  Inf  again  in  contact.  OPCON 
to  the  3d  Bn  5G3d  Inf,  at  1049  ho\irs  at  BR890825  Bravo  Company  made  contact  with 
an  enemy  force  of  undetermin^  size.  Artillery  and  Tactical  Air  Control  supported 
Bravo  Comoany,  with  the  result  that  2  US  were  KHA,  18  US  WHA  and  10  NVA  KIA  (BC). 
Various  weapons  were  captured.  Again  in  the  early  afternoon  tactical  air  and  artil¬ 
lery  were  brought  in  by  Bravo  Coopany  when  approximately  200  VC/NVA  were  STX>tted 
in  the  open  at  BR  900820.  Enemy  was  observed  fleeing  In  all  directions,  with  un¬ 
determined  results.  Bravo  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  at  "451  hours  made  contact  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  NVA  olatoon  at  BR909818.  Artillery  and  TAG  air  were  brought  in,  with  the 
results  of  1  US  KIA,  4  US  luTIA  and  4  NVA  KIA  (BC). 

At  1400  hours  on  7  May,  in  reconnaissance  operations  in  portions  of  areas  af¬ 
fected  by  6  May  contacts,  Bravo  Compemy  Ist  Bn  (Ksch)  50th  Inf  found  a  total  of  20 
NVa  KIA  (BC}.  Findings  were  at  BR910799  and  BR902789.  No  weapions  or  documents 
were  found  on  the  bodies.  One  PRC-25  was  also  located  which  had  also  been  used  by 
the  NVA. 

Twenty-five  more  NVA  bodies  were  found  by  U  Con^any  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  on  8  May 
at  1330  hours.  The  bodies  were  dressed  in  green  uniforms,  and  were  approximately 
three  days  old.  All  had  been  killed  by  either  artillery  or  airstrikes,  and  again, 
no  documents  were  to  be  found  on  the  bodies.  Ibemy  bodies  continued  to  be  found. 

On  9  May,  4  bodies  were  located,  one  at  BR884803  by  0  Company  2d  Bn  503d  Inf,  two 
oy  D  Company  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  at  BR903804  and  one  by  B  Compaiy  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  at 
BR905795.  All  had  been  killed  by  tactical  air  or  artillery. 

On  11  May  at  1344  hours  at  BR874735  B  and  C  Cosqjanies  of  the  1st  Bn  (Mech) 

50th  Inf  were  again  in  contact,  this  time  made  while  conducting  a  reconnaissance- 
In-search  operation  to  the  north.  The  NVA  employed  SA,  AW  and  either  60mm  or  82mm 
morter  fire,  and  the  Infantrymen  retaliated  with  artillery,  tactical  air  and  gun- 
ships.  Intlal  contact  broke  at  1540  hotu*8,  resulting  in  3  US  KHA  and  31  US  WHA. 

The  FAC  in  support  of  the  Infantrymen  reported  60  NVA  KIA  (BC)  as  a  result  of  a 
alrstrlke  at  BR875736,  with  other  eneny  easxialties  remaining  undetermined. 
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The  12th  of  May  found  the  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  engaging  in  most  of  the  contacts  made 
In  AO  Cochise,  finding  26  freshly  dug  latrines,  aaxxy  bunkers,  cooking  ovens,  82n 
rounds,  60  mm  rounds,  B-40  rockets,  shovels,  canteens,  clothing  and  other  equip¬ 
ment  sd^  documents.  Also  found  were  3  NVA,  killed  by  either  tactical  air  or  artil¬ 
lery.  This  was  at  BR885732.  The  1st  Bn  (Hech)  50th  Inf  continued  to  hold  recon¬ 
naissance  in  force  operations  in  the  area  of  the  4th  through  7  May  contact,  and  on 
13  May  reported  43  NVA  bodies  located*  All  again  were  wearing  green  fatigues, 
being  either  burled  in  shallow  graves  or  lying  in  the  open.  Varioiu  trench  systmes 
•and  bunker  complexes  were  found  in  the  area  that  30  bodies  were  located,  thus  this 
area  (BR875732}  was  believed  to  be  either  a  battalion  or  regiment  conna^  post. 

All  documents  found  were  extracted,  along  with  1  NVA  body  thought  to  be  Chinese* 

From  the  14th  \intil  the  24th  of  May,  enemy  contact  was  slight  but  constant,  re¬ 
flecting  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enenur  to  withdraw  to  well-camouflaged  Jungle 
areas  for  the  replacement  of  personnel  and  si4)plie8  lost  in  earlier  battles.  Brl-  • 
gads  efforts  wei^  centered  around  insuxlpg  that  the  enemy  was  not  afforded  the 
opportunity  to  re-form  his  forces  for  a  large-scale  attack  on  units  and  installa¬ 
tions,  depriving  the  enemy  of  replacement  personnel  and  equipment  through  surveil¬ 
lance  and  interdiction  of  known  enemy  routes  of  advance  and  siqiply  trails,  constant 
reconnaissance  in  force  operations  and  nightly  aadmshes  along  trails  and  ridge-lines. 
The  Brigade's  efforts  were  successful.  The  enemy  was  not  allowed  to  set  up  any 
sort  of  peraanent  base  oa^),  and  was  constantly  deprived  of  needed  supplies,  combat 
equipment  and  rice. 

On  25  May  Bravo  1st  Bn  (Mech)  50th  Inf  made  contact  with  a  fleeing  estimated 
cospany-slsed  unit  at  1110  hours  and  BR883720.  The  enemy  used  heavy  SA  a.id  AW 
fire,  B-40  rockets  and  mortar  fire  in  atteo^ts  to  break  contact,  the  infantzymen 
retaliating  with  gunshlps,  tactical  air  strikes,  artlUezT’  and  their  own  individual 
and  crew-swrved  weapons.  The  contact  continued  mtil  late  afteznoon,  with  the  1st 
Bn  (Mech)  50th  Inf  recognising  that  the  eneny  had  fled  and  dug  into  hamlets  to  the 
north  and  west  of  BRd91727,  and  eneqy  size  was  believed  to  be  1  battalion  reinforced 
with  a  heavy  weapons  company* 

'  Bravo  Company  was  resupplied  at  1620  hours,  and  began  a  countex^ttack  on  the 
various  hamlets  immediately*  In  sweeping  the  hamlet  area,  thdjpstimate  proved  true, 
and  at  2300  hours  it  was  reported  thht  33  NVA  had  been  killed  in  the  oounteivattaek. 
The  enemy  was  dressed  in  green  fatigue  iMfoxma  with  new  web  gear,  all  Individuals 
were  camicmflaged  and  armed' with  indlvid\:al  weapons,  reooilless  rifles,  B-40  rockets, 
M-79'8,  60nn  and  82imm  mortars*  Anti-tank  teams  were  believed  to  be  set  iq>  to  the 
south  of  the  hamlets,  and  six  of  the  possible  locatjABk  were  attacked  by  tactical 
air  with  undetermined  results.  US  losses  were  2  KH^and  18  WHA.  There  was  doubt 
but  that  this  unit  was  comprised  of  fresh  replacements  for  the  3d  NVA  Pivlsion.  and 
also  that  the  Brigade  had  most  positively  stopped  this  new  enemy  infiltration. 

&ie^y  bodies  as  a  result  of  this  contact  continued  to  be  found  in  varlng  numbers 
for  a  weeks  period,  eventually  totaling  seven  NVA  KIA  (BC)  *  The  remainder  of  the 
month  of  May  was  similar  in  content  to  the  period  14  to  24  May,  with  contact  gen¬ 
erally  consistantly  lighter  than  foinerly* 

The  month  of  June  showed  a  restraint  in  eneiy  activity,  making  clear  that  the 
3d  NVA  Division  and  its  assigned  and  attached  units  had  sustained  heavy  casualties 
from  allied  attacks  during  the  month  of  May.  The  enemy  had  prepumedly  re-located 
his  headquarters  out  of  the  Cochise  area  of  operations,  concentrating  onrths  Infusioa 
of  fresh  r«.plaoeasnt  personnel  to  expand  his  depleted  combat  ranks  and  on  the  re¬ 
placement  of  destroyed  azml  e«q>tured  arms,  aiaiunition  axid  equipment*  The  enemy 
avoided  contact,  and  the  local  VC  elements  were  ordered  to  increase  sniping,  booby- 
trap  and  lining  operations  to  in  part  substitute  for  the  NVA  absence.  It  is  note¬ 
worthy  that  there  is  regularly  an  increase  in  this  type  of  warfare  tgxn  the  regular 
NVA  unit's  departure  fyom  a  given  area  of  operation,  and  a  decline  upon  his  return* 
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Punji-staking  of  routes  and  trails  of  ground  movement  la  Increased,  CBU  units 
are  a  favorite  Item  for  boob7  trapolng,  as  are  oommond  detonated  mines  of  various 
size  and  conqjosltlon.  Hand  grmiades  and  dud  and  live  artlllezy  and  mortar  rounds 
are  also  extensively  used.  Task  Force  2d  Bn  503d  Inf,  Rask  Force  3d  Bn  503d  Inf 
and  Taric  Force  1st  Bn  (Mech)  50th  Inf  contlnu^  to  conduct  reconnaissance  In  force, 
search  and  clear,  search  and  destroy  and  cordon  and  search  operations  along  the 
length  of  AO  Cochise,  with  little  enemy-lnltlated  contacts  excepting  sniping  and 
booby-trap  engagements.  Brigade  elements  continued  to  aaibush  and  engage  smaller 
squad  and  fire-teams  size  enemy  movements  through  successful  ambushes  and  search 
and  clear  operations,  depriving  the  enemy  of  vitally  needed  foodstuffs,  weapons, 
ammunition  and  equipment,  also  destroying  enemy  bunkers  and  huts  to  deprive  him  of 
shelter  and  protection. 

On  18  June  Task  Force  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  was  relieved  from  AO  Cochise  and  became 
a  part  of  Task  Force  South  (first  called  Task  Force  filSllOd)*  under  the  operational 
control  of  I  FFORCV  and  operating  In  AO  on  the  southern  border  of  II  Corps 

around  the  Vietnamese  village  of  BAY  IX)C.  Elements  of  Task  Force  1st  Bn  503d  Inf, 
continuing  to  operate  in  AE  were  also  OPCONed  to  Task  Force  South,  as  were 

elements  of  the  101st  Airborne  Division.  Task  Force  31  July,  remained 

wider  the  command  of  Colonel  John  R.  Cleland,  and  continued-  to  be  comprised  pri- 
Mirlly  of  the  3d  Bn  503d  Inf. 

In  July  Operation  Cochise  was  a  reprtltlon  of  the  latter  part  of  June,  with 
again  the  enemy  avoiding  contact  with  allied  forces  and  presumedly  remaining  out 
of  the  Brigade  TAOR,  either  having  moved  north  or  south  as  reported  In  June.  The 
eneny  was  evidently  not  able  to  conqilete  the  integratlon<^ew  replacement  personnel 
Into  his  various  assigned  and  attached  units  or  to  re-supply  and  re-qqulp  his 
earlier  losses  'through  the  formation  of  a  satisfactory  logistics  system. 


The  primary  Brigade  elements  operating  in  AO  ({gsh^  continued  to  be  Task 
Force  2d  Bn  503d  Inf,  Task  Force  1st  Bn  (Mech)  50th  Inf  and  1st  Bn  69th  Armor. 
These  units  were  strengthened  with  the  arrival  of  M5F  Companies  201 ,  209  ,  221  and 
222  on  15  July  to  assist  and  alleviate  the  void  caused  by  the  movement  of  the  3d 
Bn  503d  Inf  to  BAY  LOC  and  Task  Force  These  four  units  were  placed  under 

the  OPCOH  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  for  an  unspecified  period  of  time,  and  are 
based  out  of  PLEIKU  end  QUI  NHON.  They  are  under  the  command  of  US  Army  Special 
Forces  personnel. 

The  largest  single  contact  for  the  month  of  July  occurred  on  12  July  at  1755 
hours  at  BR811692  when  LRP  team  Delta  made  contact  with  an  estimated  15  VC/HVA. 
Team  Delta  en^loyed  SA  fire,  claymore  mines  and  1^-26  hand  grenades  against  the 
eneiy,  the  enemy  responding  with  AK-47  and  AK-50  fire  and  hand  grenades.  (Kinships 
were  called  In  and  a  r  actionary  force  committed  to  support  the  contact.  Contact 
was  broken  at  1825  hours  and  team  Delta  was  extracted  without  Incident.  This  con¬ 
tact  resulted  In  one  US  WHA,  4  VC  KIA  (BC),  6  VC/HVA  KIA  (Poss)  and  1  AK-47,  10 
pounds  of  miscellaneous  equipment  and  pound  of  documents  captured. 

Thus  July  ended  as  June  had,  with  no  major  enemy  contacts  nor  any  Innedlate 
possibilities  of  such.  The  Brigade  had  performed  wall  Its  silsSlon  In  AO  Cochise 
during  the  months  of  May,  Jime  and  July.  It  had  defeated  the  enemy  and  inflicted 
terrible  personnel  and  equipment  losses  on  his  units.  It  insured  that  Highway  1 
remained  open  and  accessible  to  both  military  and  civilian  vehicular  traffic  witlw 
out  Incident,  allowing  the  Vietnamese  citizen  to  continue  to  realize  the  eoonomle 
and  morale  benefits  derived  from  this  vital  span  of  transportatiOD  remaining  open. 
It  had  continued  with  Increasing  respoiulbility  its  civic  action  program  and  its 
training  program  for  Vietnamese  RF/PF  forces.  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  had  served 
wall.  For  a  listing  of  enemy  contact  In  AO  for  the  months  of  May,  June  and 

July,  see  Section  III,  Intelllgenoe,  Slijmlfleimt  Conteeta. 
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e.  Operation  Bolling  Hi  In  May  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (-) ,  Task 
Force  4th  Bn  503d  Inf,  continued  Operation  Bolltog  II  in  Phu  Yen  Province,  with  the 
continuing  Disslon  of  locating  and  destroying  the  95ih  NVA  Regiment,  providing  sa- 
eturity  for  the  continuance  of  the  all-in^iortant  Vietnamese  rice  harvest  (in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  28th  ROK  Regiment  and  the  47th  ARVN  Regiment),  providing  security  for 
the  577th  Engineer  Battalion  and  173d  Engineer  Company  for  their  mission  of  con¬ 
struction  and  nine-sweeping  along  Highway  436  and  Routes  (A  and  2D,  and  constantly 
providing  AO  Bolling  with  an  infantry  rapid-reaction  ooii|>any.  The  4th  Bn  503d  Inf ^ 
in  conjunction  with  elements  of  D  Company  l6th  Armor,  continued  to  conduct  recon¬ 
naissance  in  force  and  search  and  destroy  operations  west  of  TUT  HOA  in  efforts  to 
locate  and  destroy  enemy  forces. 

B\xt  the  eneny  forces,  after  taking  heavy  casualties  from  DS,  ROK  and  ARVN  com¬ 
bat  operations  in  middle  andlate  April,  were  not  easily  located.  As  noted,  the 
prlnaiy  eneny  oganlzation  in  AO  Bolling  continued  to  be  elements  of  the 
Hagtmwit.  On  2  May  C  Coi4>ahy  4tb  Bn  503d  Inf,  at  1005  hours  at  0Q006496,  engaged 
a  small  size  eneny  reconnaissance  patrol.  Using  SA,  AU  and  olaTmores,  Charley 
Company  accotmted  for  7  VC  KIA  (BC),  captured  4  Ak-47  end  3  SKS  rlflee,  and  had  no 
friendly  casualties.  D  Cocpany  l6th  Armor  and  the  577th  fiigineer  Battalion,  while 
continuing  construction  of  a  roadbed  for  Operation  RBUILD^  on  8  May  found  16  60iaa 
mortar  rounds  in  a  canal  in  the  vicinity  of  BQ955414,  and  destroyed  the  rounds  in 
place. 

On  13  MiV,  B  Coiq)aay,  Task  Force  4th  Bn  503^^^*  hours  at  BQ965555, 

spotted  2  VC/WA  moving  in  a  westerly  direction,  engaged  them  with  SA  and  ^79 
fire,  killing  1  VC  (BC)  and  capturing  an  AK-47  and  a  Mauser.  Again  on  15  May,  B 
Company  made  contact  with  six  or  seven  NVA  in  khaki  uniforms  at  BQ933544  at  1230 
hours.  One  NVA  was  killed  (BC),  one  NVA  captured  (POW),  12  pair  of  khakis,  25 
pajama  shirts,  45  pajama  pants,  20  nounds  of  nee  and  one  hand  grenade  were  also 
eapttured,  with  two  US  wounded  in  action.  Later  on  the  15th,  at  BQ889444  at  1845 
hours,  A  Company,  Task  Force  4th  Bn  503d  Inf  spotted  and  engaged  1  VC,  killed  the 
VC  (BC)  and  captured  1  M-2  carbine.  Through  the  raamdnder  of  the  month  of  May, 
Operation  SsUIiULU:  ^ask  Force  4th  Bn  503d  Inf  continued  reconnaissance  and  force 
and  search  and  destroy  operations,  finding  enemy  bunkers,  both  fresh  andwell-used, 
several  enemy  rice  caches  and  signs  of  recent  movement,  but  the  eneny  was  not  to 
be  foimd. 

In  June  the  enemy  force  was  again  evading  contact.  The  largest  sighting  proved 
to  be  by  LRP  Team  15  at  0815  hours  on  15  June,  when,  at  CQ014462,  they  sighted  30 
individuals  with  weapons  and  rucksacks.  Alrstrlkes  were  called  in,  but  with  unde- 
texmlned  results.  Other  than  this  sighting,  no  contact  was  made  with  eneny  elements 
convulsed  of  more  than  five  individuals.  The  eneny  continued  to  avoid  any  contact, 
and  was  again  engulfed  in  attenytlng  to  re-form  and  re-stqpply  his  forces. 

In  Operation  Bolling  II  the  month  of  July  paralleled  June's  activities  until 
the  end  of  the  month,  when  the  eneny  made  use  of  sapper  units  in  an  attack  on  Tuy 
Hoa  Air  Force  Base.  On  the  2d  and  3d  of  July,  LRP  team  16  observed  25  and  23  in¬ 
dividuals  moving  in  the  open  at  BQ836783  and  BQ849772.  On  both  sightings  artillery 
was  immediately  called  in,  and  on  the  2  July  sighting,  at  1500  hours,  4  "VO/SVk  were 
killed  (BC).  On  3  July,  at  0715  hours,  5  VC/NVA  were  killed  (Poss).  The  next  day, 

4  July,  at  1830  hours,  LRP  Team  16,  in  an  overnight  observatloo  post  at  BQ567754, 
again  made  contact  with  a  small  but  unknown  size  eneny  force;  this  contact  result¬ 
ing  in  1  VC/NVA  KIA  (BC). 

From  the  period  of  5  July  until  26  July,  little  significant  activity  took 
place  in  Operation  BniHwg  ll.  Task  Force  4th  Bn  503d  Inf,  under  the  command  of 
LTC  David  L.  Buckner,  who  had  assumed  command  on  1  February  1968,  continued  to  per¬ 
form  its  mlssian  of  finding,  .Ixlng  and  destroying  the  enemy  forces,  but  later  In- 
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telligence  data  revealed  that  the  95th  NVA  Regiment  had  been  unable  to  rebuild  Its 
fighting  strength  after  Its  heavy  losses.  In  the  month  of  April  and,  due  to  steady 
and  successful  allied  pressure  on  the  regiment,  had  also  been  unable  to  re-develop 
a  workable  supply  and  logistics  system.  . 

Primarily  for  these  reasons,  the  95th  NVA  Regiment,  In  early  and  middle  July, 
began  to  withdraw  out  of  the  TUY  HOA  City  and  the  Bolling  area  of  operations,  mov¬ 
ing  westward  toward  and  presumedly  into  the  Trl-Border  Area,  thus  h^lng  to  be  able 
to  re-equip  Itself  with  greater  ease  with  new  replacement  personnel  and  supplies 
prior  to  returning  to  the  Bolling  area  of  operation.  The  95th  MVA  Regiment  left 
one  of  Its  three  Infantry  line  battalions,  the  6th  Bn  95th  NVA  Regiment,  in  the  area 
to  serve  as  a  blocking  force  If  needed. 

On  29  July  at  0150  hours,  at  Tuy  Hoa  Air  Force  Base,  an  enemy  sapper  teaim  was 
success^  in  infiltrating  the  Air  Force  portion  of  the  base  perimeter  defensive 
network  and  placing  an  estimated  six  demolition  charges  at  various  strategic  areas 
inside  TUY  HOA  Air  Force  Base  Itself.  On  exploding^^hcse  charges  damaged  two 
C-130  aircraft  and  one  F-100  aircraft.  In  the  ellsulng  action  following  the  ex¬ 
plosion,  6  VC  were  killed  (BC)  Insl^p  thT^fenslve  perimeter  of  the  Air  Force 
Base,  and  two  AK-47'8,  two  B-40  rockets,  one  9inn  postol  and  an  assortment  of  hand 
grenades  and  explosives  were  captured.  Helicopter  gunships.  Immediately  In  the 
air  upon  the  explosions,  accounted  for  another  3  VC  kills  (BC)  at  coordinates 
BQ195408. 

This  attack  emphasized  again  the  Increased  emphasis  that  the  eneny  is  placing 
on  sappeivtype  activity  as  a  prelude  or  part  of  the  expected  thir^^neral  offensive. 
For  a  description  of  sapper-units  operational  methods,  see  B\i)a^pBMgTa.ph  E,  Section 
III,  Intelligence. 

Thus,  for  the  months  of  May,  June  and  Jxily,  Task  Force  4th  Bn  503d  Inf  contin¬ 
uously  carried  out  reconnaissance  and  force  and  search  and  dertrcy^operations  In 
AO  Bolling,  but  were  faced  with  the  task  of  locating  and  sustaining  contact  with 
an  enesy  who  had  no  desire  for  either  being  located  or  entering  contact.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  its  continuing  field  operations,  the  4th  Battalion  and  D  Company,  16th 
Armor  continued  to  provide  security  for  the  omnipotent  Vietnamese  jrlcp  , harvest, • 
provided  for  the  security  of  the  577th  Engineer  Baitalloii  and  the  173di  Engineer 
Company  for  their  construction  and  mine-sweeping  missions  along  Highway  436  and 
Routes  68  and  2D  as  a  part  of  Operation  Rebuild,  assisted  the  Air  Force  In  defend¬ 
ing  the  perimeter  of  Tuy  Hoa  Air  Force  Base  and  provided  at  all  times  an  infantry 
line  coo^any  for  a  ready-reaction  force  as  needed. 

From  16  to  27  Jvily,  Task  Force  4th  Bn  503d  Infantry  conducted  operations  in 
AO  Black,  with  negligible  enemy  contact.  For  significant  contacts  in  the  months 
of  May,  Jwe  and  July  In  AO  Bolling,  see  Section  III,  Intelligence:  Operation 

Bolling  II. 


d.  Operation  Walkar:  In  May  the  Ist  Bn  503d  Inf  continued  to  secure  the 
Camp  Radcllff/An  Khe  complex,  secure  and  maintain  for  vehicular  traffic  Highway  19 
in  the  Tactical  Area  of  Responsibility,  conduct  search  and  destroy,  reconnaissance 
In  force  and  cordon  and  search  operations  within  AO  Walker  and  to  continue  to  sup¬ 
port  revolutionary  development  projects. 

The  continued  presence  of  Task  Force  1st  Bn  503d  Inf  in  AO  Walker  reflected 
a  change  In  policy  and  desires  by  the  Brigade,  as  previously  Infantry  battalions 
had  been  rotated  to  Camp  Radcliff  and  AO  Walker  monthly,  but  this  policy  was  re¬ 
placed  by  the  thought  that  each  Infantry  battalion  could  better  fulfill  Its  mls.'slon 
by  remaining  In  a  particular  area  of  operations  for  a  longer  period  of  time,  thus 
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becoming  more  familiar  with  the  specific  area  in  regard  to  terrain  and  populace. 

The  173d  Support  Battalion  (Airborne)  continued  to  furnish  guards  and  emergency 
siqjport  for  the  defense  of  Camp  Radcllff. 

During  the  month  of  June,  the  1st  Bn  503d  Inf  again  remained  in  AO  Walker. 

The  battalion,  luider  the  command  of  Major  Raymond  £.  Gunderson,  emnloyed  company- 
size  search  and  destroy  operations,  night  ambushes,  joint  US  -  ARVN  operations,  was 
again  responsible  for  the  security  of  the  AO  Walker  nortion  of  Highway  19  and  con¬ 
stantly  held  one  Infantry  company  as  the  Brigade  ready-reaction  force. 

Contact  with  enetqy  forces  was  light  during  the  month  of  June,  Involving:  for 
the  most  part  sniper  fire  and  small,  unsuccessful  ambushes  along  Highway  19  by  the 
enemy.  At  2125  howrs  on  17  June,  Camp  Radcllff  reported  receiving  approximately 
fifty  rounds  of  82nim  mortar  fire,  with  minimum  damage  to  the  installation  camp. 

Twelve  US  personnel  were  wounded.  Enemy  mortar  positions  were  engaged  by  SA,  M-79, 
mortar  and  artillery  fire  with  tsiknown  results.  It  is  felt  that  continued  close 
coordination  and  combined  US  -  ARVN  operations,  which  proved  to  be  successful,  were 
Instrumental  in  halting  eneny  incidents  along  the  Camp  Radcllff  perimeter  and  AO 
UalVer  as  a  Whole. 

In  July  Task  Force  1st  Bn  ‘^Old  Inf  continued  to  perform  its  mission  in  AO 
The  Quick  Strike  Battalion  (temporary  designation  of  the  Infantry  bat¬ 
talion  located  at  Camp  Radcllff)  mission  continued  to  be  the  responsibility  for 
the  defense  of  Camp  Radcllff,  idth  assistance  from  the  three  Provisional  Rifle 
Companies  drawn  from  each  of  the  major  tenant  units  located  at  Camp  Radcllff:  173d 
Support  Battalion  (Alrbome);  rear  elements  of  the  1st  Air  Cavalry  Division  and 
elements  of  the  Qul  Nhon  Area  Support  Command.  The  1st  Bn  503d  Inf  also  continued 
to  staff  the  Camp  Radcllff  Tactical  Operations  Center  and  maintains  a  one  Infantry 
reaction  force  for  any  tactical  emergency  in  either  AO  Wnlifar  or  the  Brigade  TAOR. 

Two  Infantry  companies  continued  to  conduct  reconnaissance  in  force  missiona  in  AO 
Walker  and  one  Infantry  con^any  continued  ttq^nudntain  the  highway  and  bridge  security 
of  Highway  19,  through  the  responsibility  of  checkpoints  18  (West  of  An  Khe  Pass) 
through  27  (east  of  Man  Yang  Pass).  For  results  of  contacts  In  AO  Walker  for  the 
'  months  of  May,  June  and  July,  see  Section  3,  Intelligence,  Significant  Contacts. 

Intelligence  as  recorded  in  the  previous  reporting  period  indicated  the  enemy 
would  launch  another  major  offensive  during  the  months  of  May,  June  or  Jxily  in  AO 
Walker.  These  intensified  attacks  were  to  come  in  the  form  of  short  but  sharp  mor¬ 
tar  attacks  against  Camp  Radcllff;  Increased  harassament  of  vehicular  traffic  along 
Highway  19  and  snuJl,  vicious  ground  attacks  against  isolated  and  vulnerable  check¬ 
points  and  outposts.  Such  attacks  were  not  launched;  reasoning  for  their  not  being 
attenpted  can  beat  be  found  in  the  continuance  of  a  strong  and  successful  revolu¬ 
tionary  development  program,  the  oontinuance  of  reconnaissance  in  force  operations 
by  Task  Force  1st  Bn  5038  I^  and  the  continued  strong  rapport  between  US  and  ARVN 
forces.  For  a  review  of  enemy  capabilities  in  AO  WniVar.  refer  to  Section  3;  In¬ 
telligence:  Operation  Walkwr. 


e.  finiKT  eg>d  rrlBBillT  CaaiMltlnn  hy  Operattm? 

(1)  Operation  Ceehlae: 


TC/NVA  LOSSES 

MAI 

JUNE 

JULY 

TOTAL 

US  LOSSES 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

TOTAL 

KIA  (BC) 

370 

22 

22 

4U 

KHA 

58 

11 

11 

do 

KIA  (POSS) 

16 

26 

18 

60 

WHA 

322 

62 

76 

460 
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YC/KVilfigaS 

MAY 

JUME 

im 

TOTAL 

US  T/wara 

TOTAL 

CiTll  Defendants 

225 

78 

76 

379 

MHA 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Retuxnees 

2 

1 

0 

3 

Non  Battle 

Dead 

1 

2 

1 

4 

POV 

12 

4 

11 

27 

Non  Battle 

e 

Injured 

14 

5 

6 

25 

(2) 

vcAiva  losses 

MAI 

JUNE 

TOTAL 

US  LOSSES 

MAY 

JUNE 

m. 

TOTAL 

m  (BC) 

18 

22 

20 

60 

KHA 

1 

2 

0 

3 

m  (poss) 

4 

1 

5 

10 

VHA 

10 

23 

1 
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ClTll  Defendants 

0 

6 

12 

18 

MHA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Returnees 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Non  Battle 

Dead 

0 

0 

0 

0 

POW 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Non  Battle 

Injured 

3 

2 

3 

8 

(3) 

Qnfimtlon  Wt1kfir» 

19/mu^ 

MAY 

JULY 

TOTAL 

US  XDSSE3 

MAY 

jsaiii 

KU  (BC) 

70 

5 

9 

84 

KHA 

7 

0 

1 

8 

m  (POSS) 

1 

12 

6 

19 

UHA 

39 

1 

0 

40 

CiTll  Deffmdents 

10 

2 

0 

12 

MHA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Returnees 

8 

0 

0 

8 

Non  Battle 

Dead 

0 

0 

0 

0 

POW 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Non  Battle 

Injured 

2 

1 

2 

5 

f.  ftmtiat  Swnart  Actifltlflit 

(1)  ATlatlon  Support:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  Arlation  Platoon 


(Casper),  eontlnued  to  8v;>port  all  eoiibat  operations  during  the  aonths  of  Hsj,  June 
and  July.  The  statistical  report  of  the  Aviation  Platoon's  aotlvltles  for  these 
three  nonths  is  a  follows: 


MAY 

SORTIES /MISSIONS 

JUNE 

SORTIES/MISSIOIIS 

urn 

SORIIES/MISSICNS 

Resupply 

316 

232 

170  40 

192 

47 

Coanand/Control 

553 

115 

414  161 

381 

151 

Reoonnalssanoe 

144 

63 

123  57 

109 

55 

Maintenance 

30 

15 

32  11 

37 

30 
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im-IH  MISSIONS 

m 

JUNE 

JULY 

30RI1ES/MISS10NS 

SORnESMISSIONS 

SORTIES /MrSSIMS 

Adoinl stratlon 

128  42 

112  36 

109  38 

Total  hours  flown 

483 

445 

436 

0H-6A  MISSIONS 

MAI 

JUNE 

JULY 

SORTIES /MISSI(X<S 

SORTIES/MiSSIOIg 

SORTIES/MISSIONS 

CoBDsnd/Control 

37  1? 

20  15 

18  12 

Reconnaissance 

294  149 

354  143 

219  109 

Maintenimce 

15  4 

22  4 

16  .5 

Adnlnlstratlon 

16  4 

44  11 

15  4 

Total  Hourn  Flown 

246 

226 

206 

from  United  States  Navy  destroyers  on-statlon  with  either  two  or  three  twin-mounted 

5"  guns.  The  destroyers  and  their  on-station  sequence  for  the  period  May-July  is 
reported  as  foUovs: 


DATE 

I- 6  May 
6-14  May 
17-25  May 

31  May-5  June 
&-7  June 
20-27  June 
28  June-7  July 

II- 14  JtUy 
17-20  July 


DESTROYER 
USS  Fletcher 
USS  Epperson 
USS  Fletcher 
USS  Mansfield 
USS  John  A.  Bole 
USS  Mullany 
USS  Canonade 
USS  Buckley 
USS  Clarion  River 


Naval  gunfire  liaison  vas  provided  by  Sub  Unit  One,  First  ANGLICO,  con^osed 
of  Navy  and  Marine  personnel. 
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5.  Training t 

a.  During  the  reporting  period  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  to 
conduct'  Jungle  warfare  training  of  newly  arrived  replacencnts,  A  breakdown  of  per¬ 
sonnel  trained  by  month  follows: 

(1)  May: 

(a)  Personnel  assigned  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade:  31  Offi¬ 
cers  and  793  Enlisted  Men. 

(b)  Personnel  not  assigned  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade:  4 
Officers  and  140  ^illsted  Men. 

(2)  June: 

(a)  Personnel  assigned  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade:  28  Offi¬ 
cers  and  683  Enlisted  Men. 

(b)  Personnel  i>ot  assigned  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade:  10 
Officers  and  137  Enlisted  Men. 

(3)  July: 

(a)  Personnel  assigned  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade:  18  Offi¬ 
cers  and  681  Enlisted  ^ien. 

(b)  Personnel  not  assigned  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade:  4 
Officers  and  95  Enlisted  Men. 

b.  Indigenous  personnel  trained  during  this  period  were  as  follows: 

(1)  ARVH  -  143 

(2)  Montagtiarda  -  60 

(3)  RP/PP  -  40 

c.  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  Jungle  School  training  schedule  Is  Included 
as  Inclosure  4. 
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6.  1  Qpof  tta—  MtA  Ci^te  Aatioa 

a.  liiizi 

(1)  Ganeralt  Clvle  Aetloa  and  PaTChologle^J.  OparatAona  eontimied  to 
inertasa  1b  aoopa  and  quantity  for  tha  noBih  of  May.  Dalivaxy  of  food  and  building 
■atariala  Inoraasad  by  100](  ftom  tha  lait  raportinc  pariod.  Tbraa  additional  altas 
for  MEDCAP  vara  addad  during  tha  nonth  of  May,  reaulting  In  an  Ineraaaa  In  Hay  of 
3f869  patianta  orar  tha  nonth  of  April* 

(2)  Coordination  with  looal  OVN,  ARVN,  and  MACV/CORIS  paraonnal  eon- 
tlnuad  on  a  daily  basla  to  iaprara  OManuilty  ralatlona  batvean  local  populaea  and 
tha  173d  Alrboma  Brlgada* 

(3)  ClTlo  Aetiont 

(a)  MEOCAPi  7|568  patianta  traatad. 

(b)  Coamunlty  Ralatlona  t 

Tha  Itaaa  liatad  balov  vara  dlatributad  to  local  orphan- 
agaa,  rafugaa  oanpa,  villagaa  and  aohoolst 

A*  Foodi  13,379  Iba. 

]2*  Glothlngi  2,000  Iba. 

£.  liuabart  130,560  board  faat. 

d*  Capturad  Rlea  Dlatrlbutadt  25*64  tone. 

A*  Conatruotion  Matarialt  125  baga  of  eaaent,  60  Iba 
of  na.il8,  12  rolla  baibvire,  60  alz  foot  ataal  piekata,  and  224  Tact  of  steal  oul- 
Tart. 


powder* 


X*  Health  Itaaa  t  350  bars  of  soap  and  400  lbs  lice 

(4)  Payehologioal  Operational 


(a)  9,651,000  Chiau  Hoi,  safe  conduct  leaflets  were  dellyerad 
by  air  in  AO  Cochise  ^  WglJyy  and 

(b)  174  loudapaakar  nlosiona  totaling  85  hours  and  40  minutes 
were  broadcast  in  conjunction  with  combat  operations* 

b. 

(1)  General:  Tha  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  on  an  aggressive 
civic  action  and  psychological  operations  progran  during  the  month  of  June. 

(2)  Civic  Action: 

(a)  MEDCAP:  4,152  patients  treated* 

(b)  Connnunlty  Relations: 


W 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ATIBE-SC/lQID  15  August  196B 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned 

1.  The  following  oomrooditles  were  distributed  to  schools, 
hospitals,  refuges  oao^s  and  District  Headiuairters  in  Hoal  Nhon,  Hoai  An  and  Phu 
Districts: 

1.  Food:  9,550  lbs. 

Limber:  72,045  boerd  feet. 

£.  Rice:  1-^-  tons. 

4.  Tin:  230  sheets. 

A.  Cement:  9,000  lbs. 

Tents.  9  OP  uiooll,  9  OP  medium. 

20,000  |VN  were  spent  for  the  Bong  Son  High  School  for 
purchases  of  school  supplies. 

c.  July: 

(1)  General:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  once  again  continued  an  ag¬ 
gressive  civic  action  and  psychological  operations  program  during  the  month  of  July. 
Civic  actions  and  psychological  operations  have  continued  to  increase  in  both  scope 
and  quantity. 

(2)  Civic  Actions: 

(a)  MEDCAP:  103  MEDCAP's  conducted,  during  which  4,555  patients 

were  treated. 

(b)  Coounlty  Relations: 

1.  Donations  to  local  villages  and  orphanages:  Food  Stuffs: 

18,400  lbs. 

g.  Assistance  given  towards  rural  development  includes  the 
start  of  construction  on  the  Market  Place  Road,  Bong  Son,  and  the  distributing  of 
15,800  pounds  of  cement,  75  sheets  of  tin  and  37,465  board  feet  of  lumber  to  areas 
within  Hoal  Nhon  and  Hoal  An  Districts  < 

(c)  Psychological  Uperj.tions: 

2,796,000  leaflets  dropped. 

g,  39  hours  of  loudspeaker  missions. 

Psychological  Operations-Field  Team  6,  LZ  English,  con¬ 
ducted  16  hours  of  groimd  and  speaker  operations.  Four  hours  of  airborne  speaker 
operations  were  "quick  reaction"  missions  supporting  combat  operations. 
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7.  Logiatlcs t  During  the  reporting  period,  the  Brigade's  capabilities  hare 
been  required  to  be  continuously  split  three  uays  and  furnish  logistical  support 
to  the  KNG  SON  area,  the  AN  Klffi  area  and  the  KOA  area.  The  BAO  IX3C  area  is 
supported  by  task  force  from  Cam  Ranh  Bay  Support  Connand  (as  noted).  The  logis¬ 
tical  posture  continues  to  remain  excellent.  Tactical  operations  were  siqpported 
by  land  and  air  lines  of  svq)ply.  A  loglstioal  suni'nary  by  classes  of  supply  is 
furnished  by  month  in  Inolosure  3. 
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8.  Paraoimwl  mnA  irlrrinititr^tloiLi 
a*  General! 

(l)  May:  The  Brigade  posture  is  someidiat  below  that  of  the  last  re¬ 
porting  period;  line  battalions  are  short  an  average  of  22  EM  per  battalion.  Major 
shortages,  as  of  31  May  1968  are  as  follows! 

UNIT  m  SHORTAGE 

1st  Bn,  503d  Inf  43 

2d  Bn,  503d  Inf  45 

4th  Bn,  503d  Inf  62 

3d  Bn,  319th  Arty  7 

Overall  the  Brigade  is  over  186  D(.  Data  on  Individual  MOS  shortages  is  not  avail¬ 
able.  Casualty  fill  action  is  still  being  DAde  from  an  airborne  pool  that  is  main¬ 
tained  at  22d  ReplaoMMut  Battalion  and  90th  Replacement  Battalion.  Three  infusion 
programs  being  completed  are  as  follows! 

(a)  38  out  of  100  IM  (E1-E7)  have  been  assigned  to  the  3d  Bat¬ 
talion,  503d  Infantry  from  the  replacement  stream.  Target  date  for  oompletion  is 
30  June  1968. 


(b)  The  infusion  of  lOlst  Airborne  Division  personnel  with  the 
let  Battalion,  50th  Infantry  (Mech)  is  admost  conflated.  37  EM  are  due  to  report 
for  out  processing  on  12  June  1968  for  assignment  to  the  101  st  Alrtome  Division. 

(e)  82  EM  from  the  101st  Airborne  Division  are  expected  to  in¬ 
fuse  into  the  3d  Battalion,  319th  Artillery  on  10  June  1968. 

(2)  June!  The  Brigade  posture  is  excellent  at  this  time.  Line  bat¬ 
talions  are  at  or  above  authorized  strength  with  the  single  exception  of  the  3d 
Battalion,  3l9th  Artillery.  The  3d  Battalim,  319th  Artillery  has  increased  in 
authorized  strength  during  the  month  due  to  the  creation  of  Battery  D.  Originally 
82  EM  were  to  be  levied  from  the  101st  Airborne  Division  to  help  fill  the  3/3l9th. 
This  requirement,  however,  was  changed  to  56  EM.  A  total  of  38  replacements  ar^ 
rived  from  the  lOlst  Airborne  Olvlsion  on  1  July  1968.  Telephone  contact  was  made 
with  the  101st  AG,  WO  Dupree,  concerning  the  remaining  18  personnel.  Information 
furnished  was  that  th^se  personnel  will  be  shipped  as  soon  as  they  arrive  from  the 
field  and  are  cleared.  Target  date  for  arrival  is  15  July  1968.  Overall  the  Bri¬ 
gade  is  over  pi  8  EM,  Data  on  individual  MOS  shortages  is  not  available  at  this 
tine.  CW2  NnrUie,  Brigade  Personnel  Management  Officer,  is  presently  visiting 
USARV  Headquarters  to  realign  Brigade  figures  in  order  to  report  a  meaningful  pic¬ 
ture  of  critical  MOS  shortages. 

(3)  July!  The  Brigade  posture  is  excellent  at  this  tine.  Line  Bat¬ 
talions  and  assigned  units  are  all  at  or  above  authorized  strength.  Overall,  the 
Brigade  is  over  900  EM. 

b.  Pwwmtl* 

(l)  The  strength  of  the  Brigade  as  of  the  last  day  of  each  month 
is  as  follows! 
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(•) 

Majrt 

OFF 

121 

Authorised 

370 

34 

6281 

Assigned 

397 

38 

6128 

PDI 

328 

34 

6012 

(b) 

Junet 

OFF 

SI 

Authorised 

381 

35 

6364 

Assigned 

402 

40 

6517 

PUT 

345 

34 

6060 

(c) 

Julyt 

OFF 

m 

Authorised 

381 

35 

6364 

Assigned 

406 

38 

6969 

PDI 

351 

36 

6492 

(2)  Losses  and  gains  hj  month  wire  as  foUovsi 


(•) 

Msyi 

Losses: 

OFF 

SI 

KHA 

6 

0 

53 

WHA 

17 

2 

351 

MHA 

0 

0 

4 

DEROS  &  ETS 

Ifi 

TOTAL 

81 

12 

947 

g.  Gains: 

OFF 

WS> 

SI 

Reassignment  Gains 

71 

11 

787 

(b) 

June: 

Losses t 

U 


IS  August  1968 

m 

6685 

6563 

6374 

M 

&786 

6959 

6439 

AG9 

6780 

7413 

6879 


AGG 

59 

370 

4 

1040 

m 

869 
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OFF 

WO 

m 

KHA 

1 

0 

26 

27 

WHA 

9 

5 

421 

435 

MKA 

0 

0 

9 

9 

DEROS  &  ETS 

21 

Q 

22i 

116 

TOTAL 

31 

5 

751 

787 

g.  Gains: 

OFF 

WO 

M 

Reassignment  Gains 

80 

7 

933 

1020 

Hosp.  Returnees 

Ji 

Q 

222 

-3211 

TGIAL 

88 

7 

1230 

1325 

(c) 

July! 

j,.  Losses: 

OFF 

WO 

EM 

AGG 

KHA 

0 

0 

15 

15 

WHA 

3 

2 

324 

329 

MHA 

0 

0 

15 

15 

DEROS  &  ETS 

22 

5 

326 

410 

TOTAL 

32 

7 

730 

769 

2.  Gains: 

OFF 

WO 

m 

£52 

Reassignment  Gains 

47 

2 

918 

967 

Hosp,  Returnees 

-2 

1 

221 

239 

TOTAL 

50 

3 

1153 

1206 

(3)  Key  Personnel  Losses  and  Gains:  Key  personnel  losses  and  gains, 
to  include  principal  heads  of  staff  sections,  special  staff  sections,  and  battal¬ 
ion  conmanders  were: 

(a)  May: 

LOSSES  GA;W3 

Maj  Byrne  -  Bde  AG  Col  Kants  -  Bde  Dep  Cmdr 
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LOSSES  QAIHS 

MaJ  Keyea  -  Bde  10  LTC  Setanoor  -  Bde  S-3 

MaJ  Peters  -  Asst  Bde  Chaplain  MaJ  Crouch  -  Bde  AC 

MaJ  Uatetnan  -  172d  MI 
MaJ  Parson  «  Bde  PM 
MaJ  Scott  -  Bde  S-A 
(b)  Jtmes 


LOSSES 

LTC  Bertholf  -  CO,  l/50th  Inf 
LTC  Meese  -  Bde  S.3 
MaJ  Muail  -  Bde  SJA 
(o)  Julyt 


GAIHS 

LTC  Carter  -  CO,  l/50th  Inf 
MaJ  Ray  -  Bde  SJA 
*1aJ  Schndd  -  Bde  Eng 


GAINS 

LTC  Johnson  -  Bde  XO  Col  Delanater  •  Bde  Dep  Ondr 

LTC  Uelsinger  •  CO  Spt  Bn  LTC  Angel  -  CO,  Spt  Bn 

LTC  Wlllians  -  Bde  Chaplain 
LTC  Weylnnd  -  CO,  4/503d  Inf 
MaJ  Nicholson  -  Bde  S-3 

(4)  Awards  and  Decorationss  There  were  a  total  of  3|065  awards  for 
▼alor  and  meritorious  service  during  the  reporting  period.  A  breakdown  follows. 

APPROVED  AWARDS  AND  PECORATIONS 

May  June  July 


Distinguished  Service  Cross 

1 

2 

0 

Silver  Star 

7 

13 

6 

Legion  of  Merit 

5 

5 

2 

Soldier's  Medal 

0 

2 

0 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (Valor) 

91 

67 

49 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (Merit/Achieveaent) 

222 

180 

200 

Air  Medal  (Valor) 

4 

0 

2 

Air  Medal  (Service) 

159 

534 

377 
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15  August  1968 

Ikx 

J)]Q0 

Any  Commendation  Medal  (Valor) 

53 

60 

29 

Any  Commendation  Medal  (Merit/Achieveaent) 

172 

1U 

236 

Purple  Heart 

-51 

205 

m 

TOTAL 

765 

1212 

1088 

0,  DlaelpUn*^  Law  mni  OrAmr 

(1)  Th«  dlsolplin*  in  th«  Brlgad*  haa  bean  good  during  this  report¬ 
ing  period.  In  addition  to  the  aetivitiea  liated  below,  the  SJA  aeetion  gave  26 
commander  brief inga;  legal  inatruetion  to  ower  2200  replacement  peraonnelj  re¬ 
viewed  57  reports  of  surrey)  and  20  CID  inveatigationa.  The  atookade  population 
for  the  Brigade  aa  of  the  and  of  July  waa  21  peraoimel,  one  of  these  was  pre-trial 
oonfinemant  and  20  as  a  reaiilt  of  post-trial  confinement. 

(2)  Legal  assistanoe  waa  rendered  to  B57  personnel.  This  includes 
Brigade  and  non-Brigade  pera«mal. 

(3)  Article  15  and  non- Judicial  punishment  involved  511  eases.  Fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  breakdown  of  personnel  punished  during  this  quartert 

(a)  E-4  and  below  -  426 

(b)  £-5  and  above  -  94 

(o)  Officers  -  4 

(4)  Military  Justicet  The  following  is  a  breakdown  of  the  type  of 
oourtmartial  cases  for  the  Brigade  during  this  reporting  period  i 

(a)  General  -  2 

(b)  Special  -  43 

(c)  Sumary  -  8 

(5)  Claims  Processed:  The  following  is  a  breakdown  of  the  types  of 
claims  processed  for  the  Brigade  during  this  quarter: 

(a)  AR  27-20  (Foreign  Claims)  -  99 

(b)  AR  27-29  (Personnel  Property  Claims)  -  94 

(o)  MACV  25-5  (Solatium)  -  48 

d.  Develonment  and  Maintenance  of  Morale: 

(1)  Morale  within  the  Brigade  remained  excellent  due  to  Increased 
and  improved  services  and  facilities. 

(2)  Finance:  The  Brigade  Finance  Section  (Coiiq)eny  "A",  Administra¬ 
tion)  continued  to  provide  financial  svqiport  throughout  the  reporting  period. 
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Newly  arrlTed  replacement!  were  made  aware  of  the  Soldiers  Saving  Program  and  the 
various  allotments  available  to  them  through  orientations  and  various  newsletters. 
The  total  payments  and  pay  oon^laints  processed  and  made  during  this  reporting 
period  were  as  follows: 

(a)  Regular  monthly  payments  -  21,037 

(b)  Partial  payments  made  -  11,212 

(c)  Travel  vouchers  paid  -  3,533 

(d)  Pay  ccsq)lalnts  processed  -  212 
(3)  Chaplain: 

(a)  General:  During  the  reporting  period  religious  activities 
were  widespread  with  relatively  good  coverage  of  all  uidts  in  the  Brigade.  The 
places  in  \dileh  these  activities  ocottrred  were  base  oa^)S,  areas  of  operations, 
check  points,  observation  points,  and  hospitals.  They  occurred  on  group  and  in¬ 
dividual  levels. 


(b)  Total  services  conducted  and  attendance  were  as  follows: 


Protestant: 

ATTENDANCE 

603 

11,790 

Catholic: 

NUICER 

ATTENDANCE 

444 

9,089 

e.  AdmlMatratlwi  Servle«a: 

(l)  Postal  Services: 

(a)  General:  Postal  services  were  good  with  incoming  laall 
being  received  on  91  out  of  92  days.  The  average  days  in  transmission  from  San 
Francisco  to  actual  recipient  at  field  locations  was  7  days.  Outgoing  mall  was 
dispatched  on  92  out  of  92  days.  The  average  transmission  of  mail  from  sender 
to  the  APO  in  San  Francisco  was  5  days. 

(b)  Mail  Processed  (pounds). 

1.  May: 

g.  Received  -  66,069  lbs  -  Daily  average  -  3,303  lbs. 

Dispatched  -  25,544  lbs  -  Dally  average  -  852  lbs. 
g,  June: 

g.  Received  -  66,922  lbs  -  Dally  average  -  2,230  lbs. 

Dispatched  -  29,446  lbs  -  Dally  average  -  981  lbs. 
1.  July: 

a.  Received  -  82,922  lbs  -  Dally  average  -  2,766  lbs. 
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b.  Dispatched  -  32,619  lbs  -  Dailj  average  -  1,052  lbs. 

(c)  Total  anount  of  aonejr  orders  sold: 

1.  May  -  1155,925.25 

2.  June  -  1337,474.74 
2.  July  -  $236,087.60 

(d)  The  total  asount  of  postage  and  parcel  post  fees  vaa  as 

follows: 

1.  May  -  $5,229.00 

2.  June  -  $4,620.00 
2.  July  -  $5,560.00 

(2)  Special  Services  Activities: 

(a)  May: 

2.  General:  The  Special  Services  Prograa  continued  during 
May  with  R  &  R  being  the  main  attraction. 

2.  There  were  no  USO  shows  during  the  month  of  May. 

2.  Number  of  R  &  R's: 

g.  In-Countxy:  Allocated,  100  -  Used,  105. 

32.  Out-of-Country:  Allocated,  392  •  Used,  439. 

There  were  a  total  of  98  films  shown  during  this  month. 

(b)  June: 

2.  General:  The  month  was  highlighted  with  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  a  showmoblle.  The  eqiilpment  Includes  a  l600  square  foot  stage,  lifting, 
and  public  address  system.  R  &  R  continued  to  be  a  main  attraction. 

2.  There  were  3  USO  shows  during  this  month  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  attendance  of  1,650. 

2.  Number  of  R  &  R's: 

g.  In-Countxy:  Allocated,  110  »  Used,  132. 
Out-of-Country:  Allocated,  386  -  Used,  384. 

4.  There  were  a  total  of  99  films  shown  during  this  mnth. 

(c)  July: 

2.  General:  Recent  acquisition  of  musical  Instruments^ 
has  started  a  Brigade  oearch  for  personnel  to  play  In  a  Brigade  band.  R  It  R  re¬ 
mained  the  Special  Servlcea  Main  attraction. 
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2.  There  were  no  USO  shows  dur  to  a  shortage  of  USO  shows 

in  Vietnaa  during  Julj. 

2.  Number  of  R  &  R's: 

In-Countrjt  Allocated,  140  -  Used,  142. 
Out-of-Countiy:  Allocated,  511  -  Used,  553 
There  were  a  total  of  l6l  fllas  shown  dsirlng  this  laonth. 
(3)  Public  Infozmation  Office  ActlTlties: 

(a)  Mays 

1.  General:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  Information  Office 
has  launched  an  ambitious  Home  Towi  News  Release  Program,  Increasing  monthly  output 
by  700  per  cent.  The  Information  Office  has  Initiated  the  publication  of  a  bi¬ 
weekly  newspaper  titled  "Fire  Base  173".  Total  output  of  the  Information  Office  has 
more  than  doubled. 


£.  Significant  coverage  was  allotted  to: 

A.  A  two-day  battle  on  the  Bong  Son  Plains  resulting  in 

145  enengr  dead. 

A  battle  30  miles  north  of  Qul  Nhon  resulting  in  47 

North  Vietnamese  dead. 

£.  Elements  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  discovering  part 
of  an  NVA  division  headquarters  17  miles  northeast  of  An  Khe. 


d.  The  Ist  Battalion,  50th  (Mach)  Infantry  awarded  the 
right  to  wear  the  patch  of  the  ROK  (Republic  of  Korea)  Tiger  Division,  for  its  part 
In  Operation  Yultura. 

2.  Information  activities  were  as  follows: 
g.  News  releases  109 

Press  visits  2 

£.  Press  accomodations  2 

£.  Home  town  releases  603 

g.  Home  town  tapes  11 

X.  Home  town  pictures  58 

(b)  J\me: 

j,.  General:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  Information  Office 
continued  to  Increase  its  production  during  the  month.  Completion  of  a  command 
information  regulation  and  new  internal  SOP  enhanced  operations.  Also,  a  new  pub¬ 
lic  Information  regulation  is  being  staffed.  A  new  hometown  news  release  program 
gives  more  adequate  coverage  of  awards. 
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:.iTIAL 


Brigade. 


£.  Signlfioant  corerage  was  allotted  tot 

g.  Gifts  to  Bong  Son  children  by  paratroopers  of  the 


The  173d  Engineer  Comrany  being  awarded  the  Itschner 
Plaque,  highest  award  glvon  to  engineer  units  throughout  the  world. 

£.  The  173d  Airbonie  Brigade  celebrating  its  5tb  anni- 

Tersary  on  25  June  1968. 

jj.  Sky  Soldiers  sink  sampans  in  the  South  China  Sea. 

2.  Information  activities  were  as  follows: 


g.  News  releases  139 

Press  visits  0 

£.  Press  accomodations  0 

4.  Home  town  releases  782 

£.  Home  town  tapes  15 

X.  Home  town  picttires  88 

(c)  July: 


2.  General:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  Information  Office 
is  making  provlsicas  to  Include  six  color  pages  in  the  next  quarterly  publication, 
"Sky  Soldiers".  Previously  the  magazine  has  been  done  in  black  and  white.  Coor> 
dlnatlon  with  the  221st  Signal  Laboratory  has  given  the  Information  office  the 
capability  of  producing  greater  photo  coverage  of  combat  and  civic  action  opera¬ 
tions. 


g.  Significant  coverage  was  allotted  to: 
g.  Operation  Bolling  Picture  Story. 

A  successful  LRRP  ambush. 

£.  E  Troop,  17th  Cavalry  Picture  Story, 
d.  Launching  of  RF/PF  Leadership  School  sponsored  by 

the  173d  Airborne  Brigade. 

£.  Rebuilding  of  a  village. 

Information  activities  were  as  follows: 

£.  News  releases  150 

]2.  Press  visits  1 

£.  Press  accomodations  1 
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Rone  town  rele^.s^^ 

639 

Hone  town  tapoo 

0 

Hone  town  p,t  -  ..^z  xsa 

39 
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9.  Chamleal  Onaratlonat  Tba  51at  Chamloal  DataohsMut  of  tha  173d  Airborna 
Brlgada  proridad  ehamieal  st^port  on  a  standbgr  basis  \d)anaTar  requast^  bj  alwssnts 
of  tba  Brlgada.  Tha  following  alsslons  wara  aoeon^llshadt 

a.  Harblclda  Missions  t 


DATE 

METHOD 

mA 

TARGET 

SORTIES 

AMDUNT 

11  May  68 

CiU47  with 
600  Gal 
Bladdar 

QL  7B 

AO  Balling 

Aabush  Sites 

2 

13  Barrels 
WHITS 

1000  Gal 
Sprayed 

12  May  68 

CH-47  with 
600  Gal 
Bladdar 

QL  7B 

AO  Balling 

Aabush  Sites 

1 

9  Barrala 
WHITS 

20  May  68 

UK-ID 

LZ  UpUft 

Parlaatar 

2 

2  Barrels 
ORANGE 

22  May  68 

UIUID 

LZ  Oaronino 

Parinatar 

2 

2  Barrels 
BLUE 

22  Juna  68 

UH-10  with 
Jarxyrig 

LZ  Uplift 

Parinatar 

2 

110  Gal 
SLUE 

24  Juna  68 

UH-ID  with 
Jarryrig 

An  Kha 

Green  Lina 

8 

440  Gal 
BLUE 

25  Juna  68 

UH-ID  with 
Jariyrig 

An  Kha 

Hong  Con  Mtn 

Slg  Installa¬ 
tion 

1 

55  Oal 
ORANGE 

26  Juna  68 

PA&E  Firs 
Tnnk 

An  Kha 

Green  Lina 

1 

110  Gal 
BLUE 

7A0  Gal 
Water 

27  Juna  68 

PAScE  Firs 
Truck 

An  Kha 

Green  Lina 

1 

110  Gal 
BLUE 

740  Gal 
Water 

27  Juna  68 

UH-ID 

An  Kha 

Green  Lina 

4 

220  Gal 
BLUE 

4  July  68 

UH-ID  with 
Jarryrig 

FSB  Tatar 

Draw  Used 
as  Approach 

2 

110  Gal 
BLUE 

15  July  68 

UH-ID  with 
Jarxyrig 

AO  Bolling 

Vie  Dong 

Trai  and 

FSB  Natalia 

VC  Rica  Paddles 

2 

80  Gal 
BLUE 

28  July  68 

UH-ID  with 
Jarryrig 

FSB  Hawaii 
and  Araa 

West  of  LZ 

Parinatar  of 

FSB  and  45  VC 
Rica  Paddles 

2 

55  Gal 
BLUE 

55  Gal 

English  ORANGE 
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b.  Riot  Control  Agent  CS: 

(1)  On  11  May  1968,  a  CS  bag  drop  was  conducted  to  deny  terrain  to  the 
enemy  vie  BR  830704  to  BR  8067.  Sixty  begs  of  CSl  were  dropped  near  LZ  Pony. 

(2)  On  12  May  1968,  50  bags  of  CSl  were  dropped  vie  BR  8484,  BR  8584, 
BR  8583  from  a  UH-ID  to  deny  terrain  to  the  enemy. 

(3)  On  16  May  1968,  50  bags  of  CSl  were  dropped  vie  BR  827790  to  BR 
823783  to  deny  access  to  draws  used  as  routes  of  escape  to  the  populated  valleys. 

(4)  On  17  May  1968,  50  bags  of  CSl  were  dropped  vie  BR  795808  to  BR 

800815. 

(5)  On  21  May  1968,  50  bags  of  C51  were  dropped  vie  BR  770793  to  BR 
778795  to  deny  terrain  to  the  enemy. 

(6)  On  25  May  1968,  three  E-158's  were  dropped  vie  BR  905769  to  root 
enemy  out  of  suspected  locations.  Negative  results  were  found  by  l/50th  Mechanized 
Infantry. 

(7)  On  8  June  1968,  400  pounds  of  CSl  were  dispersed  using  an  M-5 
riot  control  eigent  dispenser  in  a  DH-10  helicopter  vie  An  Khe.  The  agent  was  used 
to  deny  draws  and  ambush  sites  to  the  enemy  along  QL  19. 

(8)  On  14-16  June  1968,  100  pounds  of  CSl  were  dispersed  vie  BQ  949645 
to  flush  out  tunnels. 

(9)  On  30  July  1968,  a  three  man  tunnel  team  from  the  51st  Chemical 
Detachment  placed  232  pounds  of  CSl  In  caverns  discovered  by  A  Con^any,  l/503d 
Infantry,  vie  BR  745645. 

c.  Personnel  Detector  Program: 

(1)  One  MPO  operator  from  the  51  at  Chemical  Detachment  supported  the 
l/503d  Infantry  in  AO  Wwiker.  flying  40  missions  and  a  total  of  46  5/6  hours  during 
May,  June  and  July  1968. 

(2)  One  MPD  operator  of  the  51st  Chemical  Detschment  supported  the 
4/503d  Ii^antry  in  AO  Bolling  flying  52  missions  and  a  total  of  102  hours  during 
l4y,  June  and  July  1‘’68. 

(3)  One  APD  operator  from  the  51  st  Chemical  Detachment  supnorted  the 
Task  Force  173d  Airborne  Bxlgade  in  AO  CocMse  flying  80  missions  and  a  total  of 
1l8  2/3  hours  during  May,  June  and  July  1968. 

(4)  One  2  hour  mission  was  flown  for  the  ROK's  on  25  May  1968. 

(5)  On  15  May  *>68,  the  APD  aircraft  received  fire  vie  BR  849862  after 
particularly  teavy  readings.  In  excess  of  50  NVA/VC  were  spotted;  air  strikes  and 

a  ground  assault  followed.  Approximately  100  bunkers  were  found,  indicating  a  regi¬ 
mental  headquarters  was  present. 

(6)  On  2  June  1968,  vie  BS  756213,  heavy  reading  were  recorded  by  the 
APD  and  25-30  NVA/VC  were  sighted.  The  targets  were  fired  on  by  the  mlni-Cav  and 
airstrikes  with  \uideteniilned  enemy  casualties. 
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(7)  On  16  June  1968»  the  Snoopy  aircraft  at  LZ  Infliah  wee  flying  vie 
Suoi  Kon  Rlyor  when  it  took  one  hit  at  BR  590695  and  30-40  rounda  of  fire  at  BR 
543642  after  reoeiring  heavy  readinga.  Ounahipa  and  airatrikea  were  called  with 
undetermined  reaulta. 

(6)  The  MPO  aircraft  at  LZ  Ingliah  detected  what  appeared  to  be  a 
trail  patten  on  23  July  1968.  A  LRRP  team  waa  inaertad  and  counted  at  leeat  68 
VC  going  into  a  Tillage. 
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10,  Combtnad  US  .  ARVM  OparationH  and  Training: 


a.  Combined  Opera tlonn:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  has  continued  to  in¬ 
crease  its  use  of  the  combined  ARVN  -  US  cpmbat  operation,  the  purpose  being  to  fur¬ 
ther  assist  the  ARVN  and  their  territorial  forces  to  attain  a  higher  level  of  com¬ 
bat  effectiveness,  to  increase  the  Government  of  South  Vietnam's  continued  progress 
in  rural  pacification,  revolutionary  development,  to  continue  the  defeat  of  VC/NVA 
forces,  to  increase  the  security  of  various  Government  of  Vietnam  programs  and  to 
make  more  available  to  ARVN  Forces  US  equipment  and  logistics  support.  In  the  area 
of  combined  operations,  a  total  of  23  were  conducted.  During  one,  the  US  and  ARVN 
CP's  were  co-located.  This  combining  of  CP's  proved  to  be  most  effective  and  en¬ 
lightening  for  both  ARVN  and  US  personnel,  as  each  was  afforded  the  onnortunity  to 
observe,  question  and  benefit  from  this  combination.  Thun,  In  future  operations, 
more  such  combined  CP's  are  to  be  established.  The  following  combined  operations 
are  reported,  by  battalion,  for  the  month  of  July  1968: 


(1)  lBt  Battalion,  «inid  Infantry:  In  AO  V/allter,  Task  Force  1st  Bn 
503d  Inf  conducted  nine  combined  operations  totaling  twenty-two  operational  days 
ranging  from  combined  squad  level  ambush  operations  through  nlatoon  level,  with 
multi-platoon  operations  consisting  of  one  US  platoon,  one  PF  olatoon  and  one  US 
tank  platoon.  In  addition,  on  27  July  1968  the  108th  RF  Company,  with  one  squad 
from  0  Company  1st  Bn  503d  Inf  and  the  scout  section  of  1st  Bn  69th  Armor,  conducted 
combined  operations  southwest  of  LZ  Schuller. 


(2)  2d  Battalion^  Snld  Infantry:  The  2d  Bn,  operating  in  AO  Cochise, 
conducted  twelve  days  of  combined  training  with  elements  of  the  4'^th  ARVN  Regiment. 
Subjects  Included  in  instruction  were:  First  aid,  ambush  and  counter-ambush  tech¬ 
niques.  Also,  Task  Force  2d  Bn  503d  Inf,  with  assistance  firom  the  173d  Engineers, 
improved  the  Hrlng  range  at  LZ  Dog,  facilitating  the  combined  classes  held  there. 


(3)  Ath  Battalion^  Sflid  Infantry:  Operations  in  AO  Bolling,  the  4th 
Bn  conducted  combined  operations  with  the  47th  Infantry  Regiment  and  Phu  Yen  RF 
units.  From  19  July  and  continuing  as  this  reporting  period  ended  a  tri-country 
combined  operation  was  being  conducted  with  Task  Force  4th  Bn  503d  Inf,  3d  Bn  47th 
ARVN,  and  elements  of  the  9th  ROK  Infantry  Division.  D  Company,  I6th  Armor  also 
conducted  combined  training  and  operations  with  elements  of  the  47th  ARVN  Regiment. 
Task  Force  4th  Bn  503d  Inf  has  Integrated  their  Long  Range  Patrols,  utilizing  two 
ARVN  and  four  US  personnel  per  team,  with  good  results  forthcoming,  SITREP,  INSTUM 
and  dally  liaison  has  been  effected  between  the  47th  ARVN  Regiment,  Task  Force  4th 
Bn  503d  Inf  and  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade.  This  continues  to  prove  to  be  mutually 
advantageous  for  all  concerned  elements. 


(4)  Ist  Battalion  (Mechanized^  ^  Infantry;  Operating  in  AO 
Cochise.  Task  Force  1st  Bn  (Mech)  50th  Inf  held  six  combined  operations  with  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  40th  and  41st  Infantry  Regiments.  From  3  to  7  and  from  26  to  31  July 
the  Ist  Bn  41st  Infantry  and  1st  Bn  (Mech)  50th  Inf  conducted  operations  In  the 
upper  Soul  Co  Valley.  One-day  operations  were  conducted  on  13,  15,  17  and  19  July. 
During  the  26  to  31  operation  the  CP's  of  the  two  battalions  were  co-located  with 
favorable  results,  as  previously  mentioned. 

(5)  1st  Battalion,  6qth  Armor:  Operating  In  AO  Cochise  and  AD  H^ke]: 
the  1st  Bn  69th  Armor  conducted  six  combined  reconnaissance  in  force  operations  and 
one  combined  cordon  and  search  operation  One  operation,  on  8  July,  with  two  RF 
platoons,  two  PF  platoons,  and  Task  Force  1st  Bn  69th  Armor,  resulted  in  two  VC  KIA 
(BC)  and  IVC  CIA.  On  22  July,  in  Phu  Ify  District,  a  combined  operation  with  two 
Task  Force  1st  Bn  69th  Armor  companies,  one  1st  (Mech)  50th  Inf  rifle  company  and 
one  rifle  company  from  the  40th  ARVN  Regiment  was  conducted.  The  RP/PF  platoons 
and  ARVN  platoons  were  found  to  bu  compn table  to  these  combined  operations.  To 
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Insure  rapid  response  to  ARVN  requests  for  tank  supporting  fires  and  to  enhance 
aggressive  cells  for  fire  e  US  personnel  is  placed  dovm  to  ARVN  level.  These  oper¬ 
ations  are  proving  to  beneficial  for  both  ARVN  and  US  personnel, 

(6)  3d  Battalion.  319th  Artillervt  The  3d  Bn  319th  Arty  has  contin¬ 
ued  throughout  the  past  month  to  coordinate  all  artillery  fire  vrtthln  the  AO  with 
ARVN  units.  This  is  in  the  form  of  passing  Information  on  all  fire  missions  between 
the  Battalion  FDC  and  the  Battalion  Liaison  Section,  located  with  the  40th  ARVN 
Regiment,  and  also  to  RF/FF  units  under  the  control  of  the  40th  ARVN  Regiment,  All 
ARVN  requests  for  US  artillery  which  originate  within  the  40th  ARVN  Regiment  arc 
passed  from  the  Battalion  Liaison  Team  to  the  Battalion  FDC,  then  to  US  firing  unlls 
in  theforra  of  a  call  for  fire,  US  advisors  call  directly  for  fire  to  the  Battalion 
FDC,  All  advisors  have  Battalion  FDC  radio  frequencies  and  are  aware  of  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  US  artillery  in  support  of  them.  Likewise,  the  Battalion  FDC  is  informed 

of  ARVN  operations,  and  posts  operations  on  the  artillery  situation  map  in  the  I’at- 
tallon  FDC.  Dally  liaison  visits  continue,  with  the  results  being  faster  clearance 
of  US  artlllsry  in  support  of  ARVN  units. 

The  3d  Bn  319th  Artillery  has  also  been  instrumental  in  providing  FO's  for 
40th  ARVN  operations.  While  the  Battalion  has  not  always  been  able  to  provide  FO's 
from  its  own  reserves,  coordination  with  the  41et  Artillery  group  has  resulted  in 
the  obtaining  of  FO's  from  General  Support  ArtiUeiy.  In  AO  Bolling,  the  FSCC, 

6-32d  Artillery  performs  the  fire  support  coordination  tasks  as  outlined  above, 

(7)  Aviation  Support;  Of  significant  importance  is  the  rendering  of 
aviation  support  to  ARVN  units.  During  July,  a  Command  and  Control  ship  was  pro¬ 
vided  to  the  22d  ARVN  Division  for  a  total  of  nineteen  days.  Also  during  July  six¬ 
teen  combat  assaults,  involving  3,400  troops,  were  conducted.  Similar  support  was 
rendered  to  CSF,  ^QF  and  RF/PF  units.  During  these  actions  gunshlp  support  was 
provided  with  combat  as'^aults  and  all  repoirts  of  contact. 

(8)  Civil  Affairs  and  Psveholoylcal  Oneratlonat  To  assist  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  South  Vietnam  in  their  efforts  in  rural  development  and  pacification  an  in¬ 
creased  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  civil  affairs  and  psychological  operations  at 
Brigade  and  Battalion  level.  Coordination  between  the  Brigade  and  Battalion  S-5's 
and  their  sector  and  sub-sector  countei*parts  are  coordinated  to  increase  the  capa¬ 
bilities  of  both  and  to  insure  compllraentaiy  prorrams.  Particular  attention  has 
been  paid  to  expanding  the  following  activities: 

(a)  Development  of  the  town  meeting,  where  US  and  sub-sector 
personnel,  personnel  from  the  Vietnamese  Information  Service  and  the  hamlet  chiefs 
present  a  brief  outline  of  Government  of  South  Vietnam  goals  and  capabilities  to 
village  personnel.  Following,  a  question  and  answer  period  is  initiated  and  the 
villagers,  represented  by  village  elders,  are  encourged  to  discuss  problems  they 
are  encountering.  Corrective  action  is  then  programmed,  with  rapid  responsiveness 
as  the  goal. 


(b)  Increased  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  logistical  support 
provided  to  rural  development  and  CORDS  projects  in  process.  An  example  is  the 
re-building  of  the  Bong  Son  market  place,  as  well  as  the  distribution  of  construc¬ 
tion  supplies  to  other  projects. 

(c)  The  distribution  of  commodities  to  orphanages,  hospitals 
and  schools,  as  well  as  the  HEDCAP  program,  has  been  a  continuing  program.  For  a 
breakdown  of  psychological  operation  and  civil  affairs  programs  for  the  quarter, 
refer  'to  Section  VI,  Psychological  Operations  and  Civ  Action,  page  40. 

(9)  Other  Aetlvitlea:  In  addition,  continuous  operations  are  being 
conducted  with  Mobile  Strike  Force  (M5F)  and  Camp  Strike  Force  (CSF)  elements. 
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During  all  operations  artillery,  aviation  and  TAG  air  aupnort  is  coordinated  and 
la  provided  on  request.  The  continuous  operations  of  CSF  elements  from  Ha  Tay  CIDG 
Camp  are  also  coordinated  and  In'egrated  into  the  ovt  rail  scheme  of  maneuver  with 
artillery  and  aviation  support.  The  Vietnamese  CSF  at  Blnh  T.  uan  conducted  a  seven 
day  combined  operation  with  Brigade  elements  during  July  and  a  Brigade  forward  ob¬ 
server  and  liaison  team  were  provided  to  facilitate  needed  fire  support.  Task 
Force  4th  Bn  503d  Inf  coordinates  the  efforts  of  the  Cung  Son  CIDG  Camp  in  Phy  Yen 
Province  and  continues  to  provide  fire  s'  pnort  and  aviation  assets.  Also,  a  move¬ 
ment  to  Improve  the  responsiveness  of  combat  elements  to  requests  for  assistance 
from  the  three  province  chiefs,  the  exchange  of  dally  SITREPS  has  been  Inltlatod. 
SITREPS  between  this  headqua'ters  and  the  22d  Infantry  Division  ore  also  be  ng  ex¬ 
changed  on  a  daily  basis. 

b.  Training;  The  Brigade  continues  to  put  emphasis  on  the  training  of 
ARVN,  Regional  Force  and  Popular  Force  nenbnnel  through  various  training  ele¬ 
ments  and  training  programs.  A  synopsis  of  these  follows: 

(1)  The  RF/PF  Ljaderahip  School i  The  establishment  of  this  school, 
utilizing  the  facilities  and  the  selected  cadre  of  the  Brigade  Jungle  School  at 

An  Khe,  has  already  begun  to  realize  benefits.  With  a  POI  covering  thirteen  train¬ 
ing  days,  the  RF/PF  Leadership  School  presents  high-caliber  Instruction  to  45  to  50 
RF/PF  students  from  Blnh  Dinh  Province  per  cycle.  The  cycles  are  designed  to  in¬ 
clude  both  officer  and  NCO  personnel  on  the  basis  of  one  officer  class  to  three 
NCO  classes.  The  first  class,  an  officer  class  of  47,  graduated  '<9  July,  and  the 
second  class  of  51  NCO's  was  In-progress  as  the  reporting  period  ended.  The  school 
is  operationally  organized  under  the  173d  Support  Battalion  (Airborne) . 

(2)  The  Office  of  RF/PF  Affairs:  The  establishment  at  Brigade  level 
of  an  office  of  RF/PF  Affairs,  under  the  direction  of  a  field-grade  officer  with 
the  mission  of  coordinating  and  assisting  the  efforts  of  RF/PF  project  officers  in 
each  battalion  and  separate  unit,  has  been  of  cortinued  benefit. 

(3)  Brigade  Advisory  Teiimat  As  noted  in  Section  IV,  Combat  Opera¬ 
tions,  page  29,  the  Brigade  has  vontlnued  the  auxiliary  Mobile  Assistance  Teams. 
TheaS  teams  have  been  expended  to  include  a  Mobile  Maintenance  Contact  Team,  con¬ 
sisting  of  specialists  In  weapons,  vehicle  and  signal  nudntenance.  The  mission  of 
this  team  is  to  provide  advice  and  assistance  to  the  sector  and  sub-sector  main¬ 
tenance  and  repair  personnel  In  their  varloiu  shop  locations.  Positive  results  are 
being  noted. 


(4)  The  RF/PF  Affairs  Officer:  At  battalion  and  separate  xuiit  level 
an  officer  has  been  designated  as  VF/ft  affairs  officer.  His  mission  is  to  know 
the  companies  and  platoons,  their  mission,  level  of  training  and  current  esptit. 
Based  on  this  Information  he  is  to  design  specific  assistance  programs  to  svq>ple- 
ment  the  combined  operations  currently  utilized  In  RF/PF  affairs,  including  such 
areas  as  instruction  and  assistance  In  village  defense  and  the  conducting  of  MEDCAPS 
for  platoon  members  and  their  dependents. 

c.  IhB_iJtiliiStlP0_pL.IIKit_SsrSQ0lL5fiaut5;  The  Brigade  "Kit  Carson"  scout 
program  was  fully  Implemented  on  24  June  1968.  Since  this  date,  scouts  have  working 
at  the  company  level,  aiding  the  paratrooper  with  their  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
terrain  and  territory  of  operation,  the  various  suspected  and  known  enemy  locations, 
and  the  enemy  placement  techniques  of  booby  traps  and  explosive  devices.  The  In¬ 
dividual  infantryman,  while  hesitant  on  the  the  Kit  Carson's  program  worthiness  on 
Inclpiency,  has  been  quick  to  grasp  the  value  of  theknowledge  the  Kit  Carson  scout 
possesses,  and  now  regards  the  scout  as  an  Integral  performer  in  his  organization. 

At  present,  the  Brigade  employs  a  total  of  84  scouts,  the  breakdown  being: 
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1st  Bn  503d  Inf  16 

2d  Bn  503d  Inf  16 

4th  Bn  503d  Inf  26 

1st  Bn  (Heeh)  50th  Inf  16 

1st  Bn  Anwr  6 

E-17th  CaTslrjr  1 

HHC  Brigade  3 


The  Brigade  S-5  holds  primary  staff  responsibility  for  the  scouts,  assigning 
then  to  battalions  and  separate  eonpdy  level.  Their  pay  is  5,000  plasters  per 
month,  the  total  amount  being  dravn  monthly  from  the  Assistance  in  Kind  fund, 
Saigon. 
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II.  Coni’")!'  Cb^ervaticr and  RaeonnandatlOMt 

During  tha  operational  period,  varioua  laaaona  vara  laamad.  Thaaa  laaaon-' 
learned  vere  drnvn  froa  all  the  oparatlona  which  ooearred  during  the  period  extend¬ 
ing  from  1  Maj  1968  through  31  Jolj'  1968. 

A.  Oparatlona 

1.  OBSBOTATIOMi  CHIXD  hoi  Progran. 

EVAIDATION »  Whan  Initiating  an  extanaive  CHliN'  HOI  Prograa  at  known 
and  Buapeeted  enemy  forcea  a  readily  Identifiable  tum-in  point  auat  be  cstabUshad. 

^(ECOMMENPATIOW ;  The  QhlKU  hOl  tum-ln  point  ahould  ba  on  a  prominent 
terrain  feature  and  vlaual  alda  aueh  aa  amoka  pota  or  Barker  balloena  ahould  be 
utilized. 


2.  OBSERVATION »  Stay-Bohlnd  Forces. 

EVAmATION:  When  a  battalion  moves  out  of  a  fire  atqpport  baaa  to  an¬ 
other  AO,  a  rifle  platoon  clandeatlnely  remains  In  the  vicinity  of  the  old  FSi  'rr 
several  days.  Thla  platoon  aatabllahas  day  and  night  ambushes  and  ocndueta  short 
patrols.  Successful  results  hxvc  been  noted  with  this  type  operation. 

RECOMVK'i.-!''.TjL^i  As  noted  In  evalxiatlon. 

3.  OBSKRVtTiLu':  Evacuation  of  Captured  Foodstuffs. 

bVAl.U \T1(  N !  When  on  operations  many  units  find  lorge  food  caches, 
weighing  tq)  to  5  or  10  tons,  filled  with  r::ce  and  other  foodstuffs. 

RECOMMENDATIOH :  An  Individual  work  force  can  bo  procured  to  evaluate 
the  foodstuffs,  thus  rsleaslng  the  tactical  unit  to  continue  operations. 

4.  OBSERVAIIOWt  Processing  Security  Clsartness. 


EVALUATION;  Current  requirements  dletats  that  personnel  in  grads  E-6 
and  above  have  a  minimum  sseurlty  elearancs  of  interim  secret.  Due  to  operational 
oonstdtments,  processing  personn'^l  for  clearances  is  usually  a  alow  proosss  as  per¬ 
sonnel  are  not  readily  available  to  coi^lete  the  required  forms. 

RECOltlENDATIONi  Records  of  nsvly  assigned  personnel  In  grades  E-6  and 
above  should  be  screened  prior  to  assignment  to  a  unit  and  those  personnel  requiring 
clearances  should  he  processed.  An  oppoHune  time  for  accomplishiwnt  of  clearances 
would  be  idille  personnel  are  attending  Jungle  school  at  An  She. 


5.  OBSERVATION;  Use  of  Waterproofing  Material. 


EVALUATION;  The  waterproof  plastic  sheets  foxmd  In  artlllsry  and  mor¬ 
tar  packing  easts  may  be  used  for  preparing  overlays  and  drops,  as  wall  as  for  water¬ 
proofing  hunkers  and  equipment. 


HEP 
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As  noted  in  evaluation. 


6.  OBSERVATIOH;  Booby  Traps. 
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EVALUATION:  In  populated  areas  under  VC/NVA  control  or  Influence  booby 
traps  are  one  of  the  main  hazards  to  be  encountered.  They  are  often  armed  by  old 
men,  women  or  children  who  know  the  location  of  one  booby  trap  and  when  told,  will 
am  the  device.  Experience  has  shown  that  dud  105  rounds  and  H>26  hand  grenades  are 
most  often  used.  A  thin,  transparent  gut  type  line,  which  Is  extremely  hard  to  see, 
Is  usually  used  as  the  trip  wire.  Trails  and  natueral  passages,  areas  of  Induced 
vegetation,  or  hedgerows  are  the  most  frequent  booby  trapped  positions. 

RECOMMENDATION :  Grappling  hooks  can  safely  clear  a  trail  when  employed. 
The  best  size  Is  8"  long' and  6"  in  diameter  with  a  100"  nylon  parachute  cord  attached 
This  will  be  small  and  light  enough  to  be  carried  by  troops  In  the  field. 

A  combined  operation  of  infantry  and  armor  can  be  useful  In  the  populated  flat- 
lands.  Tanks  or  personnel  carriers  can  break  trails  disclosing  booby  traps  that 
would  Injure  or  kill  men  on  the  ground.  The  speed  and  mobility  permit  rapid  changes 
of  areas  of  operation  so  friendly  troops  can  be  displaced  as  often  as  necessary  to 
avoid  newly  set  booby  traps.  This  does  not  give  the  local  populous  a  warning,  as  do 
a  slow  moving  Infantry  column,  that  friendly  troops  will  be  In  the  area,  so  booby 
traps  can  be  set. 

7.  OBSERVATION  t  Hedgerows. 

EVALUATION  t  In  lowland  areas  hedgerows  exist  In  many  areas  even  though 
not  shown  on  current  maps.  They  provide  excellent  concealment  for  ambushes,  caches 
and  btinkers.  A  trench  line  or  troop  movement  on  the  far  side  of  a  hedgerow  from  an 
observer  Is  impossible  to  detect  from  the  ground. 

RECOMMENDATION;  An  aerial  observer  can  be  of  tremendous  benefit  to 
the  ground  commander  when  he  Is  operating  In  this  type  of  terrain.  The  observer's 
blrds-eye  view  can  see  behind  and  beyond  the  hedgerow  giving  the  ground  comnander 
a  fdel  for  the  situation  and.  In  case  of  an  ambush,  tell  the  commander  where  the 
enemy  Is  and  how  he  Is  moving.  As  the  view  of  a  forward  observer  Is  limited  on  the 
ground,  here  again  the  aerial  observer  can  be  of  benefit  as  he  can  better  observe 
the  entire  situation  and  more  effectively  place  fire.  Sometimes  a  shJ  *t  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  or  so  meters  may  brlgh  the  fire  from  the  middle  of  a  rice  paddy  uo  a  useful 
target  opportunity. 

The  81  mm  mortar  Is  effective  In  reconning  hedgerows  by  fire  as  It  can  safely 
be  called  In  closer  to  troops  than  can  aitillery.  It  also  only  needs  the  ground 
commanders  clearance,  thus  the  first  round  can  be  fired  more  quickly  than  any  other 
type  of  fire  supoort. 

The  enemy  will  many  tiroes  use  the  cover  and  concealment  of  hedgerows  to  snipe 
at  friendly  forces.  With  attention  drawn  to  the  front  the  enemy  may  try  to  slip 
to  the  flank  where  lesser  attention  Is  centered.  A  wedge  formation  has  been  ef¬ 
fective  against  this  tactic  due  to  its  firepower  and  readily  maneuverable 

8.  OBSERVATION ;  Reaction  to  Intelligence. 

EVALUATION ;  The  enemy  (VC/NVA),  realizing  our  superiority  of  mobil¬ 
ity  and  surveillance  capabilities,  will  seldom  remain  In  one  area  for  any  length  of 
time.  He  can  be  expected  to  move  every  couple  of  days,  escecially  in  populated 
areas. 


RECOMMENDATION ;  Highly  reliable  or  confirmed  Intelligence,  B-2  rating, 
or  sighting  by  Special  Forces,  should  be  reacted  to  Immediately.  Any  delay  will 
give  the  enemy  a  chance  to  move  out  of  the  area. 

9.  OBSERVATION ;  Column  Formation. 
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EVAIUATION  s  Thick  terrain  in  Vietnam  necessitates  a  fomation  with 
as  much  control  as  possible  while  still  maintaining  platoon  integrity  and  permit¬ 
ting  rapid  deployment. 

RECCTiMEHDATION s  The  colu'^n  formation  is  generally  considered  the  beat 
all  around  formation  for  'hick  terrain.  The  fomation  as  diagrammed  below  allows 
great  versatility  and  control  and  is  easily  fomed  into  a  perimeter. 


EVALUATION ;  When  in  an  AO,  Company  size  units  are  often  given  orders 
to  establish  laager  sites  on  very  high  ground  a  lengthy  distance  from  the  pmvious 
evening's  perimeter.  This  necessitates  a  company-size  move  with  rucksacks  over 
what  is  usTially  dense  terrain.  As  a  result,  a  day  is  spent  with  no  opportunity 
to  successfully  search  the  low  ground  at  the  base  of  mountainous  terrain  where 
enes^  activity  is  usually  centered.  The  VC  and  NVA  use  streams  as  reference  nolnts 
for  their  comrades  to  locate  them  and  Join  forces.  Kany  contacts  have  been  in 
easily  accessible  but  canopy-ridden  areas  near  low  grotmd  and,  and  if  possible, 
close-by  or  on  a  readily  available  source  of  water. 

RECOMMENDATION :  Most  base  areas  and  staging  areas  of  concentrated 
groups  of  eneny  forces  are  fo\ind  on  low  ground  near  an  available  source  of  water; 
too  much  time  is  spent  on  moving  to  high  ground  on  a  route  where  contact  with  the 
eneiqy  is  unlikely. 

1 1 .  OBSERVATION :  Resupply. 

EVALUATION ;  In  recent  operations  on  effort  has  been  made  to  supply 
the  infantry  company  with  5  day  subsistence  capability.  Observance  of  helicopter 
resupply  orbiting  snd  landing  in  a  friendly  oeci^ied  area  by  an  intelligent  and 
combat  trained  eneiqy  is  dangerotis  to  the  friendly  force.  An  enemy  could  learn 
much  about  the  size,  capability  and  morale  of  the  American  Infantry  unit  merely 
by  counting  the  number  of  sorties  the  resupply  helicopter  flies  and  in  many  in¬ 
stances  what  the  helicopter  contains. 

RECOMMENDATION ;  One  suggested  change  wo^Ild  be  to  have  50%  LRRP  ra¬ 
tions  and  50^  combat  C-ratlons.  This  would  make  a  lighter  and  smaller  load.  It 
would  also  decrease  the  possibility  of  poor  police  of  the  area. 

12,  OBS^VATION ;  Combat  Tracker  Team. 

EVAUJATION ;  A  combat  tracker  team  is  not  given  the  mission  to  de¬ 
velop  a  combat  situation.  This  is  the  support  element's  Job. 

RECOMMENDATION;  In  Instances  where  a  combat  tracker  team  is  brought 
in  to  develop  a  hot  trail  situation,  at  least  2  rifle  squads  with  machine  gun  crew 
shotild  be  detailed  for  si]fq>ort. 
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13.  OBSERVATION:  RTO'i. 

EVALUAT^Ou:  RTO'i  should  earry  thilr  radio  ao  that  It  la  camouflaged. 
This  can  bi  aeoogqpliahed  b/  eovarlng '  the  radio  whin  on  the  nioksaok  and  whan  poa» 
ilbla,  bjr  banding  the  i^erial  down  through  tha  fraaa  of  tha  rucksack,  aspacially 
whan  tha  oparator  knows  that  hla  eoasunioatlona  ara  but  a  short  dlstanca  away. 

RECOMMEWDATIOH:  A  prafarabla  way  la  to  carry  tha  radio  In  a  damoli- 
tlon  bag,  hung  around  tha  naek  :dth  tha  radio  raatlng  on  tha  front  left  of  tha  in¬ 
dividual.  TUa  kaepa  tha  radio  aaally  aoeaBaibla  at  all  tlaas,  avan  whan  patrols 
drop  rucksaoka  and  clovarlaaf.  Ironically,  thla  also  protects  a  vulnsrabla  por¬ 
tion  of  tha  body. 

14.  OBSEHVATICW :  Sacurity  of  Landing  Zona. 

EVALUATION ;  An  alaaant,  idilla  moving  toward  a  suspactad  VC  location 
on  a  hilltop,  was  struck  by  a  comsand-datonatad  mlna  which  wounded  four  laen.  Se- 
ctirliy  was  placed  and  a  search  of  tha  araa  conducted,  with  negative  results.  Tha 
company  than  moved  forward.  Upon  reaching  tha  top,  one  platoon  was  assigned  to 
clear  a  landing  zona  for  extraction  of  tha  wounded.  Minutes  later  another  coniBand 
detonated  mine  wounded  eight  of  tha  platoon  clearing  tha  landing  zona. 

RECO*d<ENDATION:  After  there  la  contact  there  Is  a  tendency  to  assuna 
that  tha  anaqy  has  left  tha  araa.  Many  tlaas  this  la  true,  but  not  always.  Once 
It  la  datamlnad  that  tha  enemy  is  in  tha  lasMdlata  araa,  maxisna  security  should 
be  astabllahad.  Movement  should  be  with  a  heavy  point,  flank  and  racon  sacurity. 
Once  a  suitable  landlr.g  zona  la  found,  the  araa  must  be  thoroughly  aoraanad.  Af¬ 
ter  a  defensible  perimeter  and  OP 'a  have  bean  established,  then  work  can  begin  for 
cutting  and  clearing  a  landing  zona  for  extraction  of  tha  wounded. 

15.  0BSERVAT1(M< :  Technique  of  Fire  at  Night. 

EVALUATION:  An  element  was  moving  at  night.  The  CP  groiq}  was  behind 
tha  1st  platoon.  Movement  was  heard  to  their  left  and  3  VC  were  seen.  The  CP 
graap  fired  on  these,  expending  several  magazines.  In  searching  tha  area,  no 
bodies  or  bloodstains  wets  found. 

RECOMMENDATION:  All  personnel  must  be  Ir* ‘.meted  to  keep  their  fire 
low,  and  engage  the  enemy  with  2  or  3  round  bursts  or  semi-automatic  fire. 

16.  OBSERVATION:  Expedient  CS  Crystal  Grenada. 

EVALUATION ;  The  dastmetlon  of  extensive  fortifications  and  bunker 
complexes  Is  time-consuming  and  frequently  ineffective  without  requesting  large 
quantities  of  explosives  and  pioneer  tools. 

RECOMMENDATION ;  A  quick  and  effective  method  of  denying  the  eneny 
use  of  these  complexes  Is  the  use  of  an  expedient  CS  grenade.  The  grenade  is  fab¬ 
ricated  by  filling  the  fiber  hand  grenade  or  smoke-packing  container  with  CS  cry¬ 
stals.  The  contedner  Is  taped  and  wrapped  with  two  or  three  loops  of  det  cord  and 
equipped  with  time  fuze,  non-electrlc  blasting  cap  and  igniter.  Fortifications 
and  bunkers  are  quickly  rendered  imservlceable  and  contaminated  by  the  employment 
of  this  device. 

17.  (ttSERVATlON:  Identification  of  Hook-Up  Man. 

EVALUATION:  CH-47  pilots  have  had  difficulty  in  identifying  the 
hook-up  man  on  the  gro\uid  when  picking  up  external  loads. 
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REC0M’'!ENl)ATI0N;  To  assist  the  pilot  in  his  approach  the  hook-up  man 
should  wear  a  brightly-colored  null -over,  fabricated  from  a  colored  aircraft  mark¬ 
ing  panel.  This  technique  reduces  confusion,  simplifies  aircraft  apnroach,  and 
eliminates  the  frequent  use  of  smoke  as  a  marking  device. 

18.  OBSERVATION;  Colored  Smoke-Marking  Code. 

EVALUATION;  In  the  displacement  of  a  fire  support  base,  consider¬ 
able  numbers  of  external  loads  must  be  moved  by  CH-47.  Aircraft  commanders  may 
not  always  know  the  content  of  their  loads  or  for  whom  it  is  intended. 

RECOMMENDATION ;  The  use  of  prearranged  color  code  simplifies  the 
move  of  external  cargo  and  Insures  its  delivery  to  the  appropriate  element.  For 
example,  all  artillery  loads  of  both  P2  and  L2  are  marked  with  violet  smoke,  all 
heavy  mortar  loads  are  marked  with  yellow  smoke,  and  all  battalion  headquarters 
loads  are  marked  with  green  smoke.  This  technique  alleviates  confusion  and  elim¬ 
inates  excessive  traffic  on  the  air-ground  control  net.  The  pilot  knows  immedi¬ 
ately  the  type  of  load  picked  up  and  will  be  alert  to  an  identical  color  at  the 
LZ  for  set-sown. 

19.  OBSERVATION ;  Control  Frequencies  for  Displacement  of  a  Fire  Support 

Base. 

EVALUATION;  Considerable  confusion  residts  when  both  outloadlng  and 
receiving  ground  elements  and  CH-47  pilots  attempt  to  use  the  smae  FM  control  fre¬ 
quency.  Instructions  to  the  pilots  and  the  ground  elements  are  confused,  misun¬ 
derstood  and  tie  up  the  single  net. 

RECOMMENDATION ;  This  problem  can  be  rectified  by  placing  the  air- 
ground  controller  on  one  frequency  and  all  ground-to-ground  elements  on  a  differ¬ 
ent  frequency.  The  ground  controller  having  two  frequencies  has  the  ability  to 
communicate  directly  with  aircrsift  commanders  and  to  loading-receiving  personnel 
on  the  ground  without  interference  and  confusion, 

20.  OBSERVATION ;  Action  Taken  When  Ambushed  While  Mounted  or  Dismounted. 

EVALUATION ;  A  recon  patrol  was  ambushed  during  operations.  No  ma¬ 
neuver  element  was  designeated  or  employed,  thus  permitting  the  VC  to  fire  on  the 
patrol  and  then  withdraw  without  aggressive  pursuit. 

RECOMMENDATION ;  When  moving  by  road,  personnel  must  be  organized  in 
such  a  manner  that  fire  and  maneuver  can  be  quickly  employed  against  an  ambushing 
force.  The  maneuver  element  can  then  drive  the  enemy  force  from  their  prepared 
positions  and  relieve  the  pressure  of  friendly  personnel  in  the  killing  zone, 

21.  OBSERVATION ;  Protection  of  Vehicles  in  Night  Locations. 

EVALUATION ;  When  vehicles  are  to  be  employed  as  part  of  the  defense 
of  a  night  location,  such  as  106mm  (rr)  and  Cal.  50  "Jeeps*',  measures  should  be 
taken  for  the  protection  of  the  vehicle. 

RECOMMENDATION ;  The  radiators  and  tires  of  the  jeeps  should  bo  sand¬ 
bagged  to  protect  these  areas  from  small  rounds  and/or  shrapnel.  It  takes  only  a 
few  minutes  to  accomplish  this  and  it  insures  that  the  vehicle  will  not  be  crip¬ 
pled.  This  is  partlciilarly  effective  when  vehicles  are  parked  facing  out  and  from 
the  center  of  the  perimeter. 

22.  OBSERVATION ;  Use  of  Agent  WHITE  on  Jungle  Canopy. 


CONFIDENTIAL 

(p4 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBE-SC/MHD  15  August  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned 

EVALUATION  t  Agent  WHITE  is  approximately  6^or  7  times  as  effective 
as  agent  ORANGE.  It  is  also  condiderable)  slower-acting  than  ORANGE.  Recommenda¬ 
tions  were  made  to  spray  WHITE  undiluted. 

RECOMMENDATION :  Using  a  110  GMP  pump  hooked  to  a  600  gallon  bladder, 
uneven  and  Inadequate  distribution  was  obtained  with  pure,^ent  WHITE.  Dilution 
of  WHITE  gave  much  better  coverage.  The  dilution  factor  used  was  1  gallon  of 
agent  to  3  gallons  of  water. 

23.  OBvSERVATION:  Clearing  Fields  of  Fire. 

EVALUATION :  An  expedient  method  of  clearing  underbrush  in  thickly 
vegetated  areas  is  the  employment  of  det  cord  and  composition  C-4.  The  area  to 
be  cleared  is  prepared  with  concentric  "ring  mains"  of  det  cord.  Large  shrubs  and 
trees  are  further  prepared  with  C-4.  The  result  is  a  pattern  of  C-4  and  det  cord 
shaped  something  like  a  spiked  vdieel  (see  Fig.  1).  Once  in  place,  the  ring  main 
is  detonated,  clearing  the  desired  area. 

RECOMMENDATION:  This  technique  tends  to  blow  away  secondary  growth 
to  chest  level.  Its  other  advantage  is  that  it  allows  personnel  to  shape  the  area 
to  be  cleared  to  conform  to  the  shape  of  the  defensive  position  perimeter. 


EVALUATION:  A  method  used  to  cover  the  Insertion  of  LRRF  teams  is  to 
Insert  them  at  the  same  time  a  larger-unit  extraction  la  initiated.  The  same  ship 
used  to  lift  out  the  larger  unit  can  carry  the  LRRF  team  in. 


RECOMMENDATIOW :  LRRF  teams  inserted  in  this  fashion  provide  excel¬ 
lent  security  for  the  last  flight  of  extraction  aircraft.  It  is  an  opportune  time 
to  enter  the  AO  undetected  to  aii^ush  or  observe  enemy  scavengers.  This  technique 
further  reduces  the  requirement  for  additional  C  &  C  ships  and  gunshlps  if  the 
team  was  to  be  inserted  separately. 
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SUBJiiCT:  Operational  ^^eport  of  173d  Airborne  Brigade  for  leriod 
finding  31  July  1V68,  HCS  C3FOR-65  IRi;  (U; 

DA,  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  AH)  96350  1 

TO:  Commanding  General,  United  'States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN;  AVHGC-DST, 
APO  96375 

(C)  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  concurs*  The 
following  comments  are  made  for  clarification. 

a.  Reference  paragraph  3a(1jCcj,  Section  1  page  14*  40th  Sapper. 
The  40th  Sapper  should  be  the  400th  Sapper. 

b.  Reference  paragraph  3a(1)(c),  Section  1  page  14*  XCII  MF  Bn. 
This  headquarters,  order  of  battle,  lists  the  XCII  unit  as  a  local 
force  (LF)  battalion  not  a  main  force  (KF)  battalion. 

c.  Reference  paragraph  3a(2j(c),  Section  1  page  18.  85th  HF  Bn. 
This  headquarters  order  of  battle  lists  the  85th  Battalion  as  a  local 
force  (LFJ  battalion  not  a  main  force  (^iF>  battalion. 

d.  Reference  paragraph  3a(2Kcj,  Section  1  page  18.  fineny 
Disposition.  In  addition  to  the  units  listed  this  headquarters  lists 
the  CQ-1  Co,  377  B  Co,  DK-3  Co,  DK-5  Co,  DA-7  Co,  K65  fingr  Co  and  the 
K76  fingr  Co  as  active  in  Phu  Yen  Province, 

e*  Reference  paragraph  A1,  Section  2  page  56.  Chieu  Hoi  Program. 
Concur  with  recommendations  i:»*ovided  adequate  security  is  available  at 
the  prominent  terrain  feature  to  prevent  stand-off  or  ground  attacks, 

f.  Reference  paragraph  A13,  Section  2  page  59*  RTO's.  Conctir 
that  camouflage  of  radios  is  desirable;  however,  the  personnel  fatigue 
caxised  by  carrying  a  radio  suspended  around  the  neck  in  a  demolition 
bag  mey  be  excessive.  The  ST-138  provides  the  most  acceptable  method 
of  carrying  the  PRC-25/77  radios  for  aiy  extended  period  of  time, 

g.  Reference  paragraph  A19>  Section  2  page  60.  Control 
Frequencies  for  Displacement  of  a  Fire  Support  Base.  Concur  with 
recommendation  provided  equipment  and  frequencies  are  available  without 
degradation  of  units  internal  communications. 

h.  Reference  paragraph  A22,  Section  2  pages  60-61 .  Use  of  Agent 
VfHITfi  on  Jungle  Canopy*  The  fiVALUATION  should  read  as  follows:  Agent 
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finding  31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Ri;  (Uj 

ViHITfi  is  approximately  6  or  7  times  more  viscous  on  heavy  canopy  than 
agent  ORANGS. 

FOR  THfi  COMHANDfiR: 


Copies  furnished: 
2  -  ACSFOR,  DA 
1  -  173d  Abn  Bde 


/ 


ROBERT  C.  GABBARD 
I  IT,  ag:. 

ASST  ADJUIANi  CENERAl' 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVHGC-DST  (15  Aug  68)  2d  Ind  (U)  MAJ  Klingman/d s/LBN  4433 

SUBJIIa^T:  Ouerational  Report*  of  i73d  Airborne  Brigade  for  Period  Qiding 
31  May  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

HEADQUARTliRS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  /OCT  1SG8 

TO:  Coirinander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96553 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for 
the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1968  from  Headquarters,  173d  Airborne 
Brigade  and  concurs  with  the  report  as  modified  by  the  preceding  indorse¬ 
ment  . 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 

W.CARNTZ  A 
Cl-^AGC  / J 
Assistant  Adjutanf  General 

Cy  furn: 

HQ  I  FFV 
HQ  173d  Abn  Bde 


GPOP-DT  (15  Aug  68)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  173d  Abn  Bde  for  Period  Ending 
31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  ^  4 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development ,  ^Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding  Indorse¬ 
ments  and  concurs  In  the  report  as  Indorsed,  with  the  following 
administrative  correction. 

2.  Reference  1st  Indorsement,  subparagraph  h:  On  page  63,  the  word 
"vicious"  should  be  "viscous." 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C.  L.  SHOm 
CPT,  AGC 
Attt  AG 


Cy  furn: 
CG  USARV 


organization;  173d  Airborne  Brigade 
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SUBJECT  t  173(1  Airbona  Brigada  Jungle  School  Training  Schedule 


CLASS 


BEMABKS 


Physical  Training 
(l  hour) 


Exercises  are  taken  directly  from  TM  21-200 
"The  Axay  Dcdly  Dozen".  Students  are  reqtilred 
to  be  mentally  alert  and  to  participate  to  the 
maxi  nun  extent. 


Invocation  and  remarka 
(10  minutes) 


The  Brigade  Chaplain  welcomes  the  students  and 
explains  the  Chaplain  program  within  the  Bri¬ 
gade. 


Introduction  of  TAC's 
(5  minutes) 


Explanation  of  Course  and 
History  and  Organization  of 
the  173d  Abn  Bde 
(30  minutes) 

Preparations  for  Jungle 

Operations 

(40  minutes) 


Techniques  of  Jungle 

Operations 

(50  minutes) 

Compass  and  Map  Reading 
(50  minutes) 


Characteristics  and  Mechanical 
Training  of  the  K-l6  Rifle. 

(50  minutes) 


The  Jungle  School  Commandant  introduces  the 
TAC's  to  the  students  by  name  and  rank.  This 
is  to  let  the  students  see  for  themselves  who 
will  be  instructing  them  for  the  next  six  days. 

The  Jtingls  School  Operations  NCO  fully  explains 
the  course  and  the  grading  system,  tlm  pro- 
cedes  with  the  cosqjlete  history  sM  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  173d  Abn  Bde. 

Class  is  designed  to  show  the  student  the  im¬ 
portant  items  of  equipment  to  be  taken  when 
on  a  combat  mission.  A  few  of  the  ways  to 
pack  a  rucksack  is  also  included  along  with 
ammo,  chow  and  toiletries. 

All  the  different  terrains  and  climates  are 
covered  here  followed  by,  Point  of  Origin, 

Loc  Stat,  Base  tl^  and  Base  azimuth. 

Introduction  to  military  iuq>s,  to  include 
colors,  contour  lines  and  grid  oooiUnates. 

The  proper  way  to  read  a  compass  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  a  map. 

To  include  firing,  safety  and  handling.  Pros 
and  eons  of  the  weapon. 


Maintenance,  Functioning, 
Stoppages  and  Immediate 
Action  of  the  ^t•16  Rifle 
(50  minutes) 

Characteristics  and  Defense 
of  Operational  Base 


Trip  Flares 
(40  minutes) 


How  the  weapon  functions,  causes  for  malfunc¬ 
tions,  proper  cleaning  methods. 


This  gives  the  student  a  better  understending 
of  how  a  perimeter  is  set  vqp  in  a  defensive 
position.  Physical  security  is  stressed. 

Troops  gain  a  working  knowledge  of  the  M48AI 
surface  trip  flare  and  the  uses  of  it.  Prac¬ 
tical  woric  is  included. 


Ch(u:acterlstlcs  of  the  Ensqy  Class  instruction  given  to  provide  the  student 

(1  hour  and  15  minutes)  with  a  look  at  how  the  VC  and  NVA  have  prepared 

for  the  mr,  and  how  to  fight  him,  also  a  look 
at  how  they  live.  Includes  his  clothing,  equip¬ 
ment  and  weapons. 
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SUBJICTi  i73d  Airbom*  Brigade  Jnngla  School  Training  Schedule 

CLASS  RIMABKS 


Care  &  Maintenance  of  the  M-16 
Rifle 


M18A1  Cleynore  Training 
(50  minutes) 


Characteristics  of  the 
Machine  Gun 


M-72  LAW  Training 
(50  minutes) 


M-79  Training 
(50  minutes) 


Mol  6  Zero  and  Familiarization 
Course 

(l  hour  and  50  minutes) 

Quick  Kill 
(50  minutes) 


All  students  are  required  to  spend  at  least 
one  (l)  hour  maintenance  on  his  IndiTidual 
weapon,  each  day.  TAC's  will  be  on  hand  for 
supenrlslon  and  to  answer  questions. 

Each  student  is  taught  the  procedures  of  using 
the  M18A1  anti-personnel  mine.  Safety  pro¬ 
cedures  are  also  instructed.  Each  student 
sets  vp  and  detonates  one  (l)  claymore. 

Each  man  is  glren  Individual  training  on  the 
operation  procedures  of  the  M-60  LMQ,  because 
of  its  importance  within  the  squad.  Firing 
demonstration  concludes  the  class. 

The  students  are  given  a  demonstration  and 
lecture  on  the  K-72  LAW,  All  students  prac¬ 
tice  firing  procedures,  and  the  proper  mal¬ 
function  procedures. 

The  student  is  given  a  eoiiq)lete  course  of 
instruction  on  the  M-79,  demonstration  is 
included.  Each  student  is  allowed  to  fire 
the  weapon. 

Each  student  is  given  a  class  of  instruction 
before  zeroing  his  individual  weaoon.  Sight 
alignment  is  instructed  here. 

This  class  is  designed  to  tndn  students  to 
use  their  reflexes  and  quick  reactions,  using 
the  M-16  rifle.  Keeping  both  eyes  open,  firing 
low  and  semi-automatic. 


M-26  Hand  Grenade  Training 
(l  hour) 


Geneva  Convention 
(50  minutes) 


Fire  Support,  Adjustment  of 
Artillery  and  Mortar  fire. 
(50  minutes) 


First  Aid,  Lifesaving  Steps 
(50  minutes) 


Class  instruction  Includes  the  different  types 
of  US  grenades  and  the  effectiveness  of  each. 
Each  student  is  given  one  M-26  hand  grenade  to 
throw  for  practical  application. 

Class  instruction  is  presented  by  an  officer 
from  the  Brigade  SJA  Office.  All  the  rules 
and  regulations  governed  by  the  convention 
are  presented  in  this  period  of  Instnictlon. 

Class  Instruction  is  given  to  the  student  as 
to  all  of  the  fire  power  he  is  supported  by 
on  a  combat  mission.  Proper  adjustment  of 
artillery  and  mortar  fire  is  a  must  for  the 
individual  soldier  in  the  forward  areas. 

Rules  for  calling  in  a  fire  mission  are  empha¬ 
sized  in  this  period  of  instruction. 

Different  type  wounds  and  how  to  treat  them 
are  presented  here  by  a  Brigade  medic  who  has 
served  in  combat.  Immediate  action  and  how  to 
best  assist  the  medic  in  the  forward  areas. 
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SUBJECT t  173d  Airborne  Brigade  Jungle  School  Training  Schedule 


CLASS 


Mederac  and  Duetoff 
(50  minutes) 


Class  instruction  is  given  to  show  the  students 
the  correct  proo-edure  for  calling  In  a  diistoff. 
The  equipment  used  In  a  hoist  mission  is  also 
demonstrated. 


Airmobile  Operations  and 
Safetjr  Around  the  Aircraft 
(50  minutes) 


Communltatlons  and  Conssmi' 
tations  Security 
(2  hoiurs) 

Search  and  Destroy 
(50  minutes) 


Civic  Action,  Nine  Rules, 
Chelu  Hoi,  969  and  101 
(30  minutes) 


Demolitions t  Care,  Handling 
and  Safety 
(3  hours) 


VC/NVA  Mines  and  Booby  Traps: 
Safety  Procedures  and  Detection 
(l  hour) 


Lecture  Is  followed  by  practical  work  on  un¬ 
loading  and  loading  of  a  helicopter  on  a  com¬ 
bat  heli-bome  assault.  Safety  is  emphasized 
in  this  period  of  instruction. 

Class  shows  the  student  the  proper  way  to  use 
the  AN/PRC-25,  how  to  clean  It  and  the  sec\ir- 
ity  regulations  governed  by  ASA. 

Class  instruction  gives  the  student  a  better 
underetandlng  of  what  a  search  and  destroy 
mission  should  cover  and  what  equipment  is 
necessary  to  complete  the  mission. 

This  class  is  designed  to  give  the  student 
a  better  understanding  of  the  Vietnamese 
people  and  their  way  of  life.  Also  why  are 
U.  S.  troops  in  South  Vietnam.  This  period 
of  instruction  also  brings  out  two  of  the 
anti-communism  programs  the  allied  troops 
have  with  the  South  Vietnamese  Govememnt, 
Cheiu  Hoi  and  969  (101). 

This  class  is  designed  to  give  the  student 
a  better  understanding  of  military  explo¬ 
sives.  The  different  types  of  explosives 
and  under  which  circumstances  each  would 
be  used.  Bach  student  is  allowed  to  rig 
up  his  own  charge  and  to  detonate  it  under 
the  strict  supervision  of  the  cadre. 

This  class  is  designed  to  show  the  student 
the  fundamentals  of  booby  trap  deteotion. 


Search  of  VC  Base  Camp  and 
Tunnel  Complex 
(50  minutes) 


VC/HVA  Mines  and  Booby  Trap 
Confidence  Course  and  Village 
(2  hours) 


Students  are  shown  how  the  Brigade  clears 
Viet  Cong  base  camps  and  tunnel  con^lexes. 
Tunneling  teams  are  explained,  along  with 
equipment  used.  . 

Students  are  taken  through  a  VC  village  and 
are  made  to  throughly  search  it  in  the  same 
manner  that  they  were  taught.  After  they 
have  searched  the  village  ohey  conduct  a 
tunnel  clearing.  They  then  move  the  booby 
trap  before  he  detonates  it.  A  quarter  pound 
of  TNT  is  used  to  simulate  the  booby  trap. 
This  is  strictly  supervised  by  the  TAC's  on 
the  course. 
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SUBJECT:  173d  Alxtwms  Brigade  Jungle  School  Training  Schedule 

CLASS  REMARKS 

Patrol,  Technique  and 
Planning  and  POW's 
(1  hour  15  alnutes) 


The  Jungle  School  Conmiandant  gives  the  stu¬ 
dents  the  operations  order.  He  follows  the 
Five  Paragraph  Field  Orders  as  close  as  pos¬ 
sible.  The  Order  consists  of  where  the  school 
will  be  conducting  their  weekly  operation,  and 
all  information,  pertaining  to  the  mission. 

The  students  are  given  the  different  types  of 
ambushes  and  techniques  of  reacting  to  the 
different  enemy  ambushes. .  Class  is  then  di¬ 
vided  in  half  and  practical  woric  is  done. 

This  class  covers  the  basic  squad  formations 
within  the  Brigade.  Which  formations  are  used 
in  different  terrains.  Drills  are  included 
to  make  the  class  more  effective. 

COWAT  OPERATIONS 

On  the  fifth  day  of  training  the  entire  class  is  taken  on  a  live  combat  opera¬ 
tion.  There  aim  at  least  2  TAC's  assigned  to  each  squad,  b\it  they  are  only  to  ad¬ 
vise.  The  students  have  eoiq)lete  control  of  the  adssion. 

The  operation  begins  with  either  a  heli-bome  assault  or  movement  by  convoy. 

The  student  CO  will  then  assemble  his  unit  and  start  moving  towards  the  objective. 
Once  the  objective  is  reached  he  will  put  the  conqpany  in  a  defensive  perimeter. 

The  con^mny  then  starts  building  their  positions,  clearing  fields  of  fire,  OP's 
go  out  and  seourlty  is  maintained. 

Towards  evening  the  ambush  and  clearing  patrols  move  out  of  the  perimeter. 

The  people  on  the  line  are  now  sotting  their  trip  flares  and  olaymores.  At 
whatever  time  the  CO  thinks  best  he  will  call  Stand  To.  At  this  time  all  per^ 
sonnel  will  be  in  their  positions  ready  to  fight.  After  Stand  To  one  nmn  will  be 
awake  and  alert,  while  the  other  isen  -jleep. 

The  next  morning,  before  dawn,  the  CO  will  again  call  Stand  To.  During  this 
tlsw  the  olearing  patrols  will  depart.  The  sane  oleaxing  patrol  that  went  out  the 
night  before  will  go  out  in  the  moznlng.  The  ambush  patrol  will  be  oomlng  in  about 
this  tine. 

After  Stand  To  the  CO  will  send  out  a  rocon  or  S  &  D  patrol.  The  patrols  will 
be  debriefed  as  soon  as  they  return. 

The  oonpany  will  now  return  to  the  base  oamp,  conduotlng  a  search  and  destroy 
mission  on  the  way  baok. 
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Issue  of  Operations  Orders 
(1  hour) 


Aiflmsh  and  Counter  Ambush 
(1  hour  40  minutes) 


Squad  Taotlos 
minutes) 


This  class  explains  the  procedures  taken  by  an 
element  leader  in  order  to  prepare  his  men  for 
an  effective  patrol.  The  Five  Paragraph  Field 
Order  is  covered  from  start  to  finish,  so  the 
student  will  know  how  to  run  an  effective  pa¬ 
trol  when  the  time  comes.  POW  olass  is  de¬ 
signed  to  stress  the  Importance  of  taking  a 
prisoner  of  war,  and  his  xd^ts  under  the 
Geneva  Convention.  The  five  S's  are  also 
tavight  in  this  period  of  Instruotion. 
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